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PEEFACE. 

I 

A FEW words of explanation are needed to 
justify the publication of such fugitive, de- 
sultory Papers as make up the contents of this 
little volume. It was found unexpectedly, from 
time to time as. they appeared, that readers out- 
side the Parish were interested in them, and 
desired to have copies of them; and. that their 
local, homely, practical character rather added 
to, than took from their interest, and suggested 
. sometimes useful hints for application elsewhere. 
Some, too, to whom the Papers in a collected 
form have been submitted, were of opinion that 
they would be useful, when brought together, 
among other reasons, as furnishing facts and data 
on common matters of Parochial organization 
and work, often sought after, but seldom stated 
in their simple detail. So far as the contents 
may be of any value, it is because of their Pa- 
rochial homeliness, and because they touch on 
matters which are more or less of interest in 
most Parishes to all concerned in Church- work. 
And perhaps there may be some additional use- 
fulness in them, owing to the fact that they were 
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written as the several matters came to be dealt 
with, upon no fixed plan, and spread over a con- 
siderable time. And so they express thoughts 
and feelings which arose when the things were 
fresh, and when there was occasion for some- 
thing to be done as well as said. The feelings, 
too, and impressions of others were before one, 
some cordially approving changes made, others 
accepting them with hesitation and doubt, others 
thinking them undesirable, and some few dis- 
turbed by, and disapproving them. 

There will always be found in every Parish two 
opposite forces, in more or less of antagonistic 
action; the one zealous for improvement and 
advance, prompting the introduction of what is 
new ; the other suspicious and impatient of change, 
desiring to keep things, as nearly as may be, as 
they are. Both have good in them, and should 
be treated with respect. There is in our national 
mind a strong conservative element, particularly 
in matters of religious worship and teaching. 
Changes in them disturb the mind at a time 
when one wishes not to be criticising. Hence 
the first impulse is against changes; and this 
impulse is often strongest with those who have 
made best use of what they have been brought 
up to. Such are very apt to be disquieted by 
alterations, and to enter upon the use of them 
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with some unwillingness. In many cases, a few 
words of timely explanation, with a simple and 
clear statement of what is intended by the change, 
will go far with the candid and well-disposed, 
to remove mistaken impressions, or at any rate, 
to cause a suspending of judgment until fair trial 
has been made ; particularly where it is felt that 
such changes have not been determined on with- 
out careful consideration, nor begun without due 
and respectful notice. 

These short Papers, appearing as they did 
from time to time, when changes were about to 
be made, have, it is thought, in some measure 
helped to prepare for them, and place the sub- 
jects before Parishioners in the light in which 
it was wished they should be considered. They 
have soriietimes taken the sting out of remarks 
by being beforehand with them, by simply telling 
the reasons for things being done, and submitting 
these reasons to the consideration and judgment 
of the Parish. The object in the Papers, was 
to explain, to invite attention and approval, and 
at any rate, to prevent a feeling of being taken 
by surprise in any thing that was introduced. 
Appearing, too, in course, in the Magazine, where 
it was expected that Parish notices should be 
given, there was no undue importance given to 
the matters ; whereas a separate printed notice 
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would have seemed to invite an immediate ex- 
pression of opinion. Things in themselves of 
small importance acquire importance, and assume 
dimensions which do not belong to them, by 
being canvassed and discussed. Too much dis- 
cussion and consultation ought, as it seems to 
me, to be almost as carefully avoided as too little, 
for the one is often productive of as much evil 
as the other. 

In this point of view, the changes of the last 
thirty-five years in the conduct of the public ser- 
vice, and in a return to the teaching and practice 
of the ancient Church, suggest very curious and 
interesting considerations. Over-haste and over- 
caution, over-independence and over-consultation, 
have alike set Parishes into unnecessary heats 
and divisions. Things which in the course of 
a few years have become so far recognised, that 
whatever his private opinion, no one any longer 
dreams of interfering with their free use, have 
given occasion to serious and sometimes violent 
disturbance in Parishes. To give full force to 
this statement, one should go back a good many 
years. At the expense of being tedious, because 
there is really a very wholesome moral to^ be 
gathered in the matter, I will here give a list 
of changes introduced within my own personal 
experience, every one of which has been made 
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subject for grave objection. Some of the illustra- 
tions I know are very trivial; but the more 
trifling the occasion for opposition, and the more 
the things have passed into recognised use, the 
more they serve to point my moral. We look 
back and treat as quite removed from all rea- 
sonable opposition things, which in their day 
stirred as much discussion, and as warm, as some 
of those things, which people choose to call ritual- 
istic practices of this day. Thus, I have known 
strong disapproval expressed of daily Service, of 
increased Communions, of preaching in a sur- 
plice, of using Hymns instead of the metrical 
version of the Psalms, of singing the Gloria Patri, 
or the responses after the Commandments, of 
chanting the Psalms, of surpliced Choirs, of 
reciting the service on an even note, of singing 
the Litany, of using a Litany -desk, of going 
to the holy Table for the first part of the 
Communion Service instead of saying it from 
the Reading-desk, of changing the position of 
the Reading-desk so that the clergyman should 
no longer seem to address the Prayers to the 
people, of the use of the Prayer for the Church 
Militant, of the weekly Offertory, of collecting 
the Alms in bags instead of in a plate, or dish, 
or basin, of offering the Elements at the ap- 
pointed time instead of placing them on the 
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altar before the beginning of the Service, of 
saying the Apostles' Creed with a musical ac- 
companiment, of singing the Mcene Creed, of 
a Credence-table, of early Communions, of fast- 
ing Communions, of receiving the consecrated 
Bread into the hand instead of in the fingers, 
of the position of the celebrant in front of the 
Altar, of omission of Prayer before the sermon, 
of singing Hymns in procession whether inside 
or outside the Church, of carrying Banners. 

I know that many of these things will seem 
almost too trifling to be mentioned. I can only 
say, that as I write them I could name the per- 
sons and places where the introduction of them 
gave occasion to objection, or even to earnest 
opposition. It would almost move a smile to 
recall the vehemence with which usages, at pre- 
sent generally or largely observed, were gravely 
discussed and opposed, as dangerous or unsuitable 
innovations. I need only recall the vehement 
and almost riotous proceedings which attended 
the revived use of the Offertory, preaching in 
a surplice, and the use of the Prayer for the 
Church Militant. 

In conclusion, I may be allowed to say, that 
it is not without consultation with others that 
these simple records are made public. The fact 
that better work has been better done in many 
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other places^ did not seem to them a reason for 
withholding the account of small things done in 
a small place, and in a small way. 

To myself the record must ever recall omis- 
sions, imperfections, failures, and shortcomings, 
while at the same time it reminds me of mercies 
and encouragements beyond what I could have 
ventured to expect, and for which thanks are 
due, first to the Giver of all good, and next to 
the sympathy of those who have lent cordial 
aid, and to the good-will and forbearance of 
others, who have kindly yielded their own pre- 
ferences on points where they could not fully 
sympathize. 

If, moreover, these few notes prove of any 
value or help to the young and inexperienced 
in the ordinary routine of Parochial work, it 
will be a fresh cause for thankfulness. 



ROWNHAMS, 

Advent, 1871. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Introductory and Descriptive. 

TPHE parish of Eownhams, whose simple and 
uneventful annals form the subject-matter of 
this little volume, is somewhat peculiarly cir- 
cumstanced. 

It was formed in the year 1856, under the Act 
of the 8 and 9 Victoria, out of the outlying dis- 
tricts of three adjoining parishes, viz. those of 
Nursling, Romsey, and North Baddesley. The 
two former were parishes of large extent and 
widely scattered population, and those portions 
of them which went to form the district parish 
of Rownhams had been for many years prac- 
tically out of reach of Church ministrations. 

The site on .which St. John's Church now 
stands was a wild common, which in winter, for 
want of proper drainage, was a muddy, marshy 
swamp; while in summer it was the resort of 
idlers, and the scene, especially on Sundays, of 
thoughtless merry-making, and too often of wild 
lawlessness. An oak-tree which stands between 
the school-house and the church still bears 

B 
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witness to this state of things in its name, the 
Eevel oak. 

The design of building a church on this neg- 
lected spot was formed by Major Colt of Rown- 
hams House, but it was not the will of God that 
he should live to see the completion of his pur- 
pose. His death took place, after a long and 
painful illness, on April 9, 1853, and it was left 
to his widow to carry out his intentions, which 
she did, in the fullest and most liberal manner. 
The site was given by T. Chamberlayne, Esq. ; 
the first stone was laid on April 27, 1855, and on 
Oct. 26, 1856, the church was consecrated by the 
then Bishop of Winchester, Dr. Sumner, whose 
cordial approbation of the work and all its de- 
tails, was only the first step in a course of un- 
varying kindness and approval, culminating, as 
will be seen among the parochial records which 
follow, in the gift of £500 towards an increase of 
the endowment, which was made by him just be- 
fore he resigned the charge of the diocese. 

But a church without a resident priest avails 
but little towards the evangelizing of a neglected 
district, and as it was not the intention of the 
generous founders to do their work by halves, 
a suitable parsonage-house was soon added, as 
well as a school and teacher's house, all most 
conveniently situated close to the church, and 
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together with it, forming a charming group of 
buildings mixed with the oak and holly with 
which nature had already clothed the spot, and 
which abound on most of the waste lands and 
commons in that part of the country. 

Thus, then, provision was made for the full 
parochial machinery, and the working of it was 
first committed to the Rev. the Hon. C. A. Harris, 
the present Bishop of Gibraltar, under whose 
wise and judicious training the parishioners of 
this new district were led from the first in true 
Church doctrine and practice; so that many of 
the points which have been sources of trouble 
and vexation elsewhere, were established from 
the first as the use of Rownhams, and accepted 
by the people as matters of course: such, e.g. 
as the position of the celebrant at the altar, the 
use of the surplice in all ministrations, the ad- 
ministration of Holy Baptism after the second 
Lesson, &c. 

But the eight years of Mr. Harris's incum- 
bency, beginning in 1855, (for he entered upon 
the charge before the church was finished or the 
parsonage-house begun,) were peaceful ones to 
the English Church compared with those that 
followed. In March, 1863, the Bishop of Salis- 
bury, W. K. Hamilton, presented Mr. Harris to 
the living of Bremhill in his diocese^ and at the 
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same time conferred upon him the oflSce of Arch- 
deacon of WiltS; and I became his successor at 
Bownhams. 

I found a population of between four and five 
hundred, entirely agricultural and very much 
scattered; not even a village street or a hamlet 
in the parish, but houses and cottages dotted 
about, singly or in groups of three or four toge- 
ther, in woodland nooks and corners of exceeding 
beauty ; for the parish lies on high ground, over- 
looking the Southampton Water and the New 
Forest, the view stretching far beyond, to the 
Solent and the Isle of Wight in the distance. 
A considerable part especially of the south-east 
side of the parish is wood, with occasional open 
patches of heath and furze, while on the north- 
west side towards Romsey the land is richer and 
more cultivated, and the views, though different, 
quite as beautiful, reaching over the Valley of 
the Test, so richly wooded that the town of Rom- 
sey is quite concealed from sight, and the only 
token of its whereabouts is the roof and tower of 
the noble Abbey rising among the trees, and in 
certain lights glimmering in the sunshine. 

This side of the parish has the happiness of 
belonging to a landlord who realizes the respon- 
sibilities of property, and, by his kind and liberal 
management of his estates, promotes, as far as in 
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him lies, the welfare of his tenants. All the 
cottages are kept in excellent repair ; none are 
without three good bedrooms, and all are pro- 
vided with a sheltering porch, and well fitted 
with such internal arrangements and conveni- 
ences as tend to the comfort of the inhabitants *. 
A good bit of garden-ground is attached to each 
house, and for these excellent dwellings a uni- 
form rent of one shilling a-week is required. 
Consequently there is a settled and contented 
population. In no single instance, since my ac- 
quaintance with the parish began, has a cottage 
on the Palmerston, now Cowper Temple, estate 
changed its inhabitants, except on account of 
death. 

* The builder employed on the estate has frequently told me 
of Lord Palmerston's personal care and interest in such points 
as these. When a cottage was put into the builder's hands for 
repair, he would look it over himself, and say, " Come now, Mr. 
W., let us see where we can put in a cupboard or a closet, you 
know people cannot be decent and tidy if we don't give them 
the means of being so." Another point on which he insisted 
was, a boarded floor for the living-room, saying that " when a 
man comes in after his day's work, he likes to take off his boots 
and sit in his stockings^ and then it is not fit that his feet should 
be on bricks." It is refreshing to think of the veteran States- 
man, in the full swing of his political life, finding time and 
thought for such matters as these, and caring so tenderly not 
only for the actual needs, but for the lesser comforts and con- 
veniences of those whose welfare depended upon him. His kind- 
ness and consideration in these and other ways will long be 
gratefully remembered by his tenants. 
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The other side of the parish is unfortuDately 
very differently situated. A good deal of the 
arable land is in the hands of small lessees^ who 
hold a few acres, some more, some less, on lives. 
Upon these plots are built the cheapest form of 
cottage that will find a tenant, and half-a-crown 
a-week is charged as rent. The consequence is 
that the occupants are perpetually changing ; of 
the cottages on this, the Nursling side of the 
parish, there can hardly be more than half-a- 
dozen which have not changed their inhabitants 
during the last seven years, and most of them 
several times. 

Many of the holders of land are market-gar- 
deners, the near neighbourhood of such a con 
siderable seaport town as Southampton giving 
theim a ready sale for vegetables and fruits. 

Another branch of industry which prevails 
much among the women of this parish is wash- 
ing. The abundant supply of water, and the 
purity and softness of its quality, give peculiar 
facilities for this work, and many laundresses' 
carts may be seen on a Monday, fetching out 
linen from Southampton, and on Saturday car- 
rying it back, clean and fresh from the Rown- 
hams wash-tubs. 

The beauty of the country, the healthiness of 
the climate, and the convenience of the situation, 
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all combine to make this spot a fayourite resi- 
dence for the upper classes, and there are, in 
eonsequence, a larger number of resident gentry 
than is at all usual in so small and entirely rural 
a parish. And besides actual parishioners, a few 
families who live outside the boundary of the 
district have so regularly attended the services 
of the church from the very first, that they have 
quite established a claim to be considered as be- 
longing to the congregation. 

This slight sketch will serve to give an idea of 
the kind of population, and the circumstances 
of the parish, to which the following chapters 
relate. 

In May 1864, I introduced the " Parish Maga- 
zine,^* edited by the Rev. J. Erskine Clarke, lo- 
calizing it, as is now so commonly done, with an 
outside cover, which gave three pages of our own, 
and from these local sheets I have selected such 
matter as appears in the present volume. 

It will be seen at a glance, that there is no- 
thing in any way remarkable, or out of the ordi- 
nary routine of country parish work,— nothing 
but what has been carried on, often more wisely 
and successfully, in hundreds of other parishes, 
throughout the length and breadth of England, 
— but it may be that its very ordinariness, if I 
may be allowed to use such a word, may give an 
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interest to the simple record, and make the fol- 
lowing pages of some little use or encouragement 
to brother workers under the like uneventful, 
every-day circumstances. 

Certainly it is a matter of great thankfulness 
that such poor and feeble attempts to secure the 
good-will and co-operation of my parishioners 
have been blessed with so large a measure of 
success, and that in times when there is so much 
need of mutual forbearance and charity, it has 
been my lot to meet with so large a measure 
of both. 

God grant that the confidence and good-will 
which have hitherto existed amongst us may 
always continue. It may be that times are at 
hand which will put it to a severer test than 
anything has yet done, but mutual confidence 
once thoroughly established between pastor and 
flock, should be like a strong tower built upon 
a solid foundation^ against which the waves and 
storms of religious and political dissensions must 
indeed beat, and at times even fiercely, but they 
will not really shake it, for its true foundation is 
the Rock of Ages, and Prayer and Mutual In- 
tercession is the cement which binds all fast. 

In the year 1866, the Curacy of Rownhams 
was oflered^ with the Bishop of Winchester's 
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sanction^ as a title to one who was then pre- 
paring for Holy Orders in the Theological Col- 
lege at Cuddesdon, and who has ever since shared 
heart and soul in all the work, the interests and 
cares of the parish. On this occasion the follow- 
ing letter was addressed to the Parishioners : — 

"My Deab Eeieitos, — I need not remind you, that, 
at the four regular Ordination Seasons there is a spe- 
cial Collect appointed for the week before the Ordina- 
tion Sunday. In it we pray ' that God will be pleased 
to give His grace and heavenly benediction to all who 
shall be ordained, that both by their life and doctrine 
they may set forth His glory, and set forward the 
salvatioii of all men.' 

"Our Bishop has been hindered from holding his 
ordination at the usual season. But on Sunday, July 
9th, he purposes holding an Ordination. We of this 
parish have a particular interest in it, because we 
hope that the Bishop will lay hands, and confer the 
order of Deacon on one who is to assist in the charge 
of this parish. You know how great a scandal it is, 
when a clergyman disgraces his holy calling by any 
wickedness ; you know what things are said, when 
through carelessness or worldliness he neglects the 
work of his calling. You know, too, what a blessing 
to any parish a zealous, active, unworldly, humble, 
and wise clergyman would be. I ask your prayers, 
therefore, for Robert Spencer Borland. Pray that 
his work may be blessed among us. I ask you to use 
one of the Collects out of the Prayer-book for the 
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Ember season every day until the Ordination is past. 
You may thus bear your part in doing what St. Paul 
invited the Corinthians to do for him, and your prayer 
may return into your own bosom. * Te also helping 
together by prayer . . . , that for the gift bestowed 
upon (him) by the means of many personSy thaaka 
may be given by many on (his) behalf.' 
" I remain in purpooe and desire, 

**Tour faithful Friend and Pastor, 

" E. F. Wilson. 

*' * BbETHBEN — PKAY FOE US.' " 

It was followed by another in the following 
year : — 

" To the Communicants of Rownhams. 

"Deablt JBbloved, 
" You may recollect that this time last year I asked 
your special prayers for one who was then a stranger 
to you, but who was to receive from our Bishop the 
order of Deacon, on the second Sunday in July, with 
the special purpose and object of exercising that 
ministry in this Parish, and for the good of your 

souls. 

**The true meaning of the word Deacon is Ser- 
vant, one who serves, or ministers to others. Those 
in this Parish whom it has pleased God to visit with 
sickness or sorrow during the past year, know best 
how this name befits him, who has borne the title 
amongst us. 

"And now the time is come, when, having used 
the office of a Deacon well, he may rightly seek the 
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higher and holier office of the Priesthood, which we 
hope will be conferred upon him, by the laying on 
of hands, on Sunday, the 8th of this month. 

"Most earnestly do I invite you all again to 
unite in prayer for him, not now as a stranger, but 
*s, brother beloved,' and as one who has watched, 
and whose purpose and desire still is to watch for 
your souls, as one wlio niiiat gire account for them 
at the last great day. 

"I would suggest for your use, one or both of 
the following Collects, taken out of the Service for 
* Ordering of Priests.' 

" * Almighty God, giver of all good things, who by 
Thy Holy Spirit hast appointed divers orders of 
Ministers in the Church, mercifully behold Thy 

servant ( ) now about to be called to 

the office of Priesthood ; and replenish him so with 
the truth of Thy Doctrine, and adorn him with 
innocency of life, that both by word and good 
example he may faithfully serve Thee in this office, 
to the glory of Thy Name, and the edification of 
Thy Church; through the merits of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, world without end. Amen.' 

" * Most Merciful Pather, we beseech Thee to send 

upon Thy servant ( ) Thy heavenly 

blessing, that he may be clothed with righteous- 
ness, and that the word spoken by his mouth may 
have such success, that it may never be spoken 
in vain. Grant also that we may have grace to 
hear and receive what he shall deliver out of Thy 
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most Holy Word, or agreeable to the same, as the 
means of our Salvation, that in all our words and 
deeds, we may seek Thy Glory, and the increase 
of Thy Kingdom ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.' 

"These or some such prayers, offered heartily to 
God, by a whole Parish, for their Clergy, cannot fail 
to draw down gifts of His Grace both upon people 
and priests; and when you use them, do not, my 
dear Friends, think only of him who is about to be 
ordained, but in your charity, remember also him 
who is, in desire and purpose, 

" Your faithful Friend and Pastor, 

" K. F. Wilson." 



CHAPTEB n. 

Chubch Services. — Alterations. — Increased 
Celebrations. — ^Ritualism. 

TT could hardly be but that in the course of 

seven years, and those seven years so full of 
active stir and energy in the Church's life, some 
changes, alterations, or additions seemed called 
for in the number and frequency of our services, 
or in the manner of their ordering and perform- 
ance. 

From time to time it has seemed desirable to 
make some change in our customs in these mat- 
ters, and all such changes I have made it a rule 
to announce beforehand, giving my reasons and 
explanations, and inviting expressions of feeling 
on the subject from my parishioners. The doing 
so has, I believe, under God's blessing, been one 
great help towards maintaining that mutual con- 
fidence and good understanding which are so 
great a cause for thankfulness. 

The hours of service as I found them esta- 
blished here were, — 

Week-days. — Mattins at 10 a.m. 
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Saints'-days. — Mattins at 10 a.m.; Evensong 
and Sermon at 7. 

Sundays. — Mattins with Holy Communion at 
'10.30; Evensong 3.30.. 

The first additions to these were made in De- 
cember, 1865. 

^* To t?ie Parishioners of St. John's^ Roumhaim. 

'*Mt dbae Fbiends, 

" By the favour and protection of Almighty God, 
we have come to the close of our Christian year, and 
next Sunday, please God, we enter upon another. 

"Advent being the beginning of the Church's year, 
it is a suitable time for beginning anything new, 
which it seems desirable to introduce into the service 
and offices of the Church. I therefore take this op- 
portunity of announcing to you three things, which 
I think will be advantageous, and which 1 propose 
to try during the coming year. 

"First. — Public catechizing in Church. I have 
been occasionally asked, why I do not catechize in 
Church here ; in two former Parishes it was for many 
years my custom to do so, aud I had reason to believe 
that it was useful to many. It would perhaps be 
wearisome both to the congregation and to the clergy- 
man to do so every Sunday, so I propose during 
Advent and Lent, instead of a Sermon, to catechize 
at the Afternoon Service after the second Lesson, 
according to the Prayer-book directions. There are 
many on whom this method of teaching takes more 
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bold than Sermons, and it seems to me that the mys- 
teries of Christ's Holy Beligion are thus more readily 
impressed on the memories of the uninstructed, and 
tbftt points of daily duty may be taught in a more 
homely and practical manner than in Sermons. 

**Next, — I propose to add the celebration of the 
Holy Communion to our usual service, on the follow- 
ing five Festivals: the Circumcision, the Epiphany, 
the Purification, the Annunciation, and All Saints. 
The four first, as you will at once see, are days which 
have special reference to acts and mysteries in our 
Blessed Lord's Incarnation, and seem to invite us 
to join in that great Thanksgiving Service, which, 
according to His own words of Institution, is a per- 
petual commemoration of the fact, that He has taken, 
and still retains, our very nature even at the Right 
Hand of the Majesty on High. Many I am sure, 
if not all our Communicants, will welcome this addi- 
tion of our highest act of worship to the service of 
those days, and they will hardly need reasons for the 
same celebration on All Saints' Day. 

** Lastly. — I propose that instead of having an 
Evening Service with a Sermon on Saints' Days, we 
should have it on their Eves, that is on the evening 
of the day before. 

** There seem to me to be three good reasons for 
this : — 

" 1. The Eves of Saints' Days are almost all marked 
in the Prayer-book to be observed as fasts, and those 
who wish, as far as possible, to be guided by the 
teaching of the Church on such matters, will not, 
I think, be sorry to have a reason provided for them, 
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in the Church Service, for avoiding other Evening 
engagements on those days. 

** 2. As the purpose of the Sermon is generally to 
put before our minds some point of meditation suited 
to the day, it seems a pity that this should not be 
provided till the day is in fact over, whereas if the 
Sermon were on the Eve, the thoughts to which we 
have been directed might naturally recur to the 
memory the next morning, and occupy our minds 
at times during the day. 

** 3. Some persons may be able without difficulty 
to attend the Service on the evening of one day, 
and the morning of another, who could not come 
to Church twice the same day. 

^' These seem to me sufficient reasons for this 
change, I hope they may seem so to others also, and 
that year by year, as we endeavour to conform our- 
selves more and more both in faith and practice to 
the teaching of the Church, our love for, and comfort 
in her Services may increase. 

** I remain your faithful Friend and Pastor, 

" E. F. Wilson.'' 

Here I may remark that the plan of keeping 
the Eves of Saints' Days by evening service and 
a sermon, was, found not to be acceptable to our 
people, and before the Advent of 1866 I had re- 
turned to our former custom of having evening 
service with a sermon on the Saint's Day, and 
not on the Eve. 

Our average congregation on these and such- 
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like occasions may be reckoned as fifty, subject 
of course to diminution from bad weather^ as 
must always be the case in a country district 
with scattered population^ especially where, as is 
the case here, there is no yillage whatever. 

The next advance in Church Services and 
Celebrations was made in January, 1868. 

*^ To the Parishioners of Rovmhams, 

"Mt dbab Fkiends, 

'' After much thought, and consultation with others, 
I have determined this year to increase our Celebra- 
tions of the Holy Communion to the full number of 
the Holy Bays of our Church ; of those days, that is, 
for which the Church, by appointing an Epistle and 
Gospel, has made provision for that Service ; for the 
Epistle and Gospel being, as I need hardly tell you, 
part of the Communion Service, the providing them 
for any day seems like an invitation to the faithful 
to go on to the end of the Service for which they 
are appointed, instead of breaking oiT in the middle, 
and so leaving the Service unfinished. 

"I have a deepening conviction that every Holy 
Bay should have this High Service, as well for the 
benefit of those who come, as of those who do not. 
For, as in her daily Prayer, the Church gives us 
words of Intercession for all conditions of men, so, 
and much more, does she in her highest act of wor- 
ship, offer up Prayers and Intercessions, while plead- 
ing the one great Atoning Sacrifice, as well for those 
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wbo join in ber Service as for those who are unable 
or unwilling to do so. Besides, as tbe Holy Com- 
munion is our bigbest act of worship, tbe Service 
of a Festival seems incomplete without it. 

'' How constant in the best and purest ages of tbe 
Church these '.Celebrations were, appears from this, 
that the word Liturgy which* is now so generally 
applied to the office for Daily Prayers, was, in its 
true and original sense, strictly limited to tbe Service 
for tbe Holy Communion. 

" In those days, indeed, when faith and love were 
fresh and fervent, it was the Daily Service of the 
Church, as we read in tbe Acts of the Apostles, that 
the first Christians ' continued daily ... in Breaking 
of Bread and in Prayers.' 

"But while we own ourselves to be unfit for so 
high a privilege, we may, and ought, I think, to follow 
the Church's guidance as to the days to which it 
specially belongs. 

" Two years ago I added, as you know, a few days 
to those on which it bad been customary before to 
celebrate the Holy Communion, and I have always 
found some ready to present themselves at that 
Blessed Feast. We have never, I think, bad less 
than twelve, and I am confident that if tbe number 
of Celebrations is increased, there will always be 
some glad and thankful for the opportunity. 

"There are, however, two days amongst those 
which have Collect, Epistle, and Gospel, which I 
except from this Service, viz. Ash-Wednesday and 
G^ood Friday ; the one as the opening of the Church's 
great season of sorrow and humiliation for sin; the 
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other a great and blessed Day, yet the saddest of all^ 
as a memorial of sin and its doom. It seems to me 
that the great Eucharistic Service has too much of 
joy in it to be suitable for either of those days* 
I shall therefore not celebrate it upon them. Nor 
am I in this following only the instincts of my own 
mind; the same feeling has caused that it is a rule 
prevailing throughout the greater part of Christendom 
that no consecration of the Holy Sacrament should 
take place on Good Friday. 

''There is another matter of comparatively small 
moment in which I propose to make a change. And 
as in all such things, whether great or small, I desire 
your full and hearty concurrence, I will here explain 
my reasons for it. 

" There is no fixed rule for the form at the begin- 
ning of a Sermon. In some Churches the Preacher 
begins immediately without any preparatory prayer; 
in others it is customary to begin ' In the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ;' 
in some, a Collect and the Lord's Prayer is used ; in 
others, as with ourselves, a Collect only, the choice 
of it being left to the Preacher. 

*' The nearest thing to a prescribed form is what is 
called the Bidding Prayer, directed to be used before 
Sermons by the 55th Canon. But it is not strictly 
a Prayer, rather an invitation or exhortation to make 
Intercession for all estates of men; which in most 
cases has already been made in the preceding Service. 
The use of it has therefore naturally been dropped, 
except on special occasions. 

''Amongst other forms, there is one which I have 
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heard, and which I now propose to adopt, in which 
both Priest and people take part, and in the fewest 
possible words express all that can be desired by 
each for the other. Thej are familiar words, too, 
BO familiar that the people's part would come na- 
turally when once the Preacher had invited their 
response. 

" I propose then, before the Sermon, simply to say, 
*The Lord be with you;' and I would request you 
to continue standing until you have made the well- 
known answer, * And with thy spirit.' 

"These words have been used from remote anti- 
quity to express the mutual salutation of Priest and 
people, and they contain a deep meaning. Accus- 
tomed as we are to hear them, and perhaps to make 
our response formally, have we ever considered their 
fulness ? *The Lord be with you.' What better wish 
can the Priest have for his people ? It is as if he 
said, ' Now that I am about to be engaged for your 
highest interests, may the Spirit of God rest upon 
you, and give you holy dispositions to receive what 
you hear in a right spirit, so that whatever may be 
said according to Ood's truth, may be so grafted 
inwardly in your hearts, as to bring forth the fruit 
of good living.' And the people's response, if made 
with true fervour and earnestness, may surely be in 
its measure a fulfilling of St. Paul's request to his 
Ephesian converts, ' and (pray) for me, that utterance 
may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth 
boldly, to make known the mystery of the Gospel.' 
I trust you will all agree with me as to the appro- 
priateness of these words. 
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''And now, my d^ar friends, I would not con- 
clude mj letter without expressing my most earnest 
wishes for your welfare during the year on which 
we are just entering. And how can I better sum 
up all that I would desire for you than in those 
very words, 'The tord be with you.' Whatever 
may befall you this year, whether of joy or sor- 
row, health or sickness, prosperity or adversity, 
yea, life or death, if only the Lord be with you, all 

will be well. 

" In Him, 

'' Yours fJEuthf ully and affectionately, 

" R. F. Wilson." 

In March and April of the same year I printed 
the following papers on Bitualism, hoping there- 
by to keep the simple folk by their right, and 
guard them in some degree against the mis- 
representations so freely and unscrupulously cir« 
culated, and so likely to perplex and disquiet 
their minds. 

" JFhat %8 Ritualism ? 

"Now that newspaipers are so cheap and so nu- 
merous, and every one almost can read them, it is 
impossible for even the most unlearned amongst you 
not to be aware, that a great stir is going on, at 
this time, all over the country about what is called 
Bitualism; and perhaps some, who have not other 
means of information, may be glad of a few words 
of simple explanation on the subject. 

If you open your Prayer-books at the beginning 
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of Morning Prayer, you will see that on the opposite 
page the following words'are printed : — 

" ' And here it is to be noted, that such Ornaments 

* of the Church, and of the Ministers thereof, at all 

* Times of their ministrations, shall be retained, and 

* be in use, as were in this Church of England, by 

* the Authority of Parliament, in the second year of 

* the Reign of King Edward the Sixth.' 

"Now this is a very plain direction, and the time 
of King Edward the Sixth is not so very far removed 
from us, that there could be, one should suppose, any 
great difficulty in ascertaining what ornaments of 
the Church, and of the Ministers, were in use in our 
Church, in the second year of his Eeign. 

'* But like many other rules and directions in the 
Prayer-book, it has been very little thought of or 
attended to; in the days of trouble and confusion 
which soon followed the !Beformation, old customs 
were laid aside and neglected, and afterwards Clergy 
and people were content to go on with things as they 
found them, with such customs and ornaments (or no 
ornaments), as their Fathers had before them; and, 
as we all know, both the Churches themselves, and 
the Services have been, in too many cases, most un- 
worthy of Him to whom they were offered. The 
Services irreverent and slovenly; the Churches neg- 
lected, uncared for, unadorned. 

"Within the last thirty years, however, a great 
improvement has, thank God, taken place in such 
matters, and has pervaded every corner of our land. 

" People have begun to feel that it is doing dis- 
honour to Almighty God, to leave His House shabby 
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and neglected, while we do all we can to adorn and 
beautify our own ; and at the same time, both clergy 
and people have been led to think more of the rules 
given in the Prayer-book about the manner of con- 
ducting the worship of the Church, and many good 
and edifying customs have gradually been revived, 
which, in the carelessness of the last century, had 
fallen into disuse, and which to our grandfathers 
would have seemed as strange as some other things 
do to us now. 

"Many new and beautiful Churches have been 
built ; old ones have been restored as far as possible 
to their original glory : chancels and altars, as being 
the most sacred parts of the church, have been richly 
adorned; and in all ways, there has been a more 
reverent outward acknowledgment of the Presence 
and Majesty of Almighty God in our Churches. 

**And so it was very natural that when people 
were trying to adorn their Churches, and at the same 
time to carry out the directions of the Prayer-book 
as exactly as they could, their attention should have 
been drawn to the rule quoted above, which certainly 
seems as if it was intended to be our guide in such 
things : and thus it came to pass that some began 
to enquire what those ornaments of the Church and 
of the Ministers were, which were in use in the 2nd 
year of King Edward the Sixth ; and this being just 
320 years ago, there was not, as I said, much diffi- 
culty in ascertaiuiDg the point. 

" It was found, that it was the custom at that 
time, for Priests to wear a diflferent dress at the 
Celebration of the Holy Communion from that which 
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they wore at other Services. Special robes or vest- 
mentSy sometimes richly embroidered, were worn over 
and above the surplice. At the same Holy Service, 
incense was generally used, and ligh);ed candles were 
placed on the Altar. 

** Now these things had a meaning, and were in- 
tended to do honour to that most Holy Service, and 
to our Lord, who, in it, draws so condescendingly 
near to us. And some clergymen, who thought it 
might help their people to feel due reverence, have 
adopted the use of these things. 

'^ Others have thought that considering how long 
the use of them has been dropped, and that the 
strangeness of them could hardly fail at first to dis- 
turb good people who were used to plainer service, 
it was better not suddenly to take to them again, 
but to try all the more to teach their people to think 
of the greatness of that Holy Sacrament, and to strive 
the more after increased reverence of heart, because 
some of the outward signs of reverence and honour, 
which others shew, are wanting to us. 

'' There seems to be the more reason for this for- 
bearance, because, until people are really instructed 
in such matters, they may not unreasonably be fright- 
ened by these ceremonies, and think that the purpose 
of using them is to make the Services of our Church, 
in all respects, similar to those of the Church of 
£ome, from which they know we are parted by very 
grave and serious differences. I say that until they 
are well instructed they may feel so ; for, when they 
come to understand the meaning of such things, and 
observe that the direction appointing the use of them 
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was given by the Reformers themselyes, they will see 
that there need be no connection between such ob- 
servances, and false doctrine or practices which our 
Church has laid aside. 

** There are others again, who think, that the mere 
fact that these robes are worn, and these customs still 
prevail in the Eastern and the Boman branches of the 
Church, is itself a reason for our having nothing to do 
with them. Such persons seem to forget that the 
purpose of our Church at the Beformation was not 
to depart as widely as possible from the customs of 
the rest of Christendom, but only to lay aside such 
things as seemed to her to be wrong, and not accord- 
ing to Scripture, and the practice of the undivided 
Church; and that if we are to give up all that we 
hold in common with the Roman Church, we must 
part with the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Holy 
Sacraments, and the very Bible itself. Of this way 
of looking at the subject, we need not therefore speak 
more particularly. 

" It seems to me that faithful English Churchmen 

have two questions to consider : 

" 1. — Was the use of these things really intended 

to be the law and rule of our Church ? If not, 

of course no individual priest or congregation 

has a right to adopt them. But supposing it 

to be found that it was, then there still seems 

to be another question, viz. : 

*^ 2.— Is it wise and right, after so long a disuse, to 

risk disturbing the peace of the Church by the 

endeavour to revive them, when none doubt that 

the simpler service contains all that is essential 
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to the right celebration of the Holy Sacra- 
ment. 
" I have thus tried to give you, very briefly, some 
idea of the nature of the questions about which there 
is at this time so much strife and contention. How 
the dispute will end it is hard to foresee : one thing 
is certain, viz., that there is much need of charity 
and forbearance in all, towards those who differ from 
them; and much need of earnest prayer, that the 
great Head of the Church would so overrule and 
guide all things, that the sins and failings of men 
may not hinder the progress of His truth, or mar 
His work in our Church. 

" Commending these few remarks to the considera- 
tion of those who are interested in the subject, 

" I remain, 
** Tour faithful Friend and Pastor, 

'*E. F. W." 

^^Afew more Words about Ritualism, 

'* My dear Friends, 

"I wish to add a short postscript to what I said 
to you last month on this subject. It is needless 
for me to say how impossible it would be to enter 
fully into it, or to lay before you all that is to be 
said on both sides of the question, in such small 
space as our magazine affords. Volumes have been 
written, and probably volumes more may be written, 
without setting the vexed question at rest. What 
I wish now to do, is to offer a few practical, but very 
simple suggestions to those amongst my flock who 
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may feel keenly interested, and strongly drawn either 
to one side or the other. 

"And first, I would say to those who long for 
a richer and more adorned ceremonial in the Services 
of our Church, Eemember St. Paul's words about 
not pleasing ourselves, * but let every one please his 
neighbour, for his good, to edification,' and * look not 
every one on his own things, but every one also on 
the things of others.* It may be, that what you 
think would be a help to you, would be a hindrance 
to your neighbour. Think for him, and be willing 
to forego what you would value and enjoy, rather 
than put a stumbling-block in his way. 

"It may be, too, that inward reverence and devo- 
tion may grow all the stronger in yourselves, because 
the outward expression of them is repressed, in sub- 
mission to, and consideration for others. 

"And I would very earnestly and affectionately 
urge the same thoughts on those who, whether from 
previous education, or association, or natural tem- 
perament prefer the more simple forms, to which 
they have been long accustomed, and only feel alarm 
where others are attracted. 

" 1. — Eemember that charity is the bond of per- 
fectness : keep fast hold of charity, and mutual loving 
forbearance. Do' not, as is so commonly done, im- 
pute evil motives to those, from whom you differ : do 
not suspect them of dishonesty and treachery : above 
all, do not spread abroad such accusations^ against 
them : believe that their desire, as well as your own, 
is to worship Qod in spirit and in truth. 

"2. — Be very careful to inform yourself well on 
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such matters. A great deal of trouble and groundless 
alarm is sometimes raised by simple ignorance ; as in 
a case I have lately read of, where a whole congrega- 
tion was thrown into a state of disturbance by their 
new clergyman using the Litany on the days ap- 
pointed for it ; its use having been entirely dropped 
and neglected by the former Incumbent. 

'' 3. — Do not seek information from newspapers or 
anonymous pamphlets of whose authors you know 
nothing. Study if you can, the works of authors of 
known repute in our Church, for soundness of Doc- 
trine and Liturgical Learning, whose explanations 
will be of real value. 

"4. — And lastly, if any thing that you either see 
or hear in Church perplexes and troubles you, do not 
brood over it, still loss go and talk it over with 
others, perhaps less well informed than yourself, but 
come at once to me, and tell me your thoughts about 
it. It may be that I shall be able to explain to your 
satisfaction what may seem doubtful. My office binds 
me to care for all the souls committed to my charge, 
and to remove as far as possible every stumbling- 
block in the way of any; and it would be a great 
comfort to me to feel that you would, all or any of 
you, open your hearts to me, on this or any subject 
which troubled you, and on which you felt you needed 
comfort or counsel. 

*' I remain, 
"Tour faithful Friend and Pastor, 

« E. F. W." 
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Questions and Answers. 

T'HE following extracts will tell their own tale ; 
they are introduced as specimens of the kind 
of friendly enquiries which have been made 
through the medium of the Magazine^ and the 
way in which such enquiries have been an- 
swered. 

^^ To the Editor of Rownhaim Parish Magazine, 

" Deas Me. Editoe, 

"Tou have kindly answered several questions 
through the medium of the Parish Magazine already, 
but instead of being satisfied we are emboldened to 
ask the more. 

^* Would you kindly tell me what constitutes 
a Saint's Day a higher Festival than a Sunday? 
I conclude that it is so, because you read the Epistle 
and Gospel, and Lessons, (if from the Bible,) ap- 
pointed for the Saint's Day, in preference to those 
appointed for the Sunday, if the Saint's Day happens 
to fall on a Sunday ; and because the iPsalms are 
chanted at the Evening or Afternoon Service, and 
the Litany is sung, if it is a Saint's Bay, which on 
common Sundays it is not always. 
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" Perbaps as I have begun to trespass upon your 
time, I may enquire also, wbether it is ever supposed 
that a former Epistle of St. Jude has been lost, as he 
seems to refer to one in the third verse. 

''"Will you please tell us also, whether the School 
Expenses are covered now? And believe me to be 
ever 

"A Geateful Paeishionbe. 

" Oct. 28th, 1868." 

**This letter is printed for the writer's satisfaction 
that it may not be supposed to be forgotten. It was 
received too late for insertion in the November num- 
ber, and this month, the School Beport takes up so 
much space, that there is not room for the answer, 
which must therefore be deferred till January. Mean- 
time the writer will find a reply to the last question 
in the School Accounts." 

The following answer appeared in the next 
Magazine : — 

*^ To the Parishioners of Rownhams, 

" My Deae Eeiends, 

"I will address this letter to you all, as it may 
have some interest for others beside the writer, whose 
enquiries I am answering, and it will at the same 
time give me the opportunity of saying a few words 
on a matter which I have wished to explain. 

"The writer is mistaken in supposing that the 
chanting of the Psalms or any other little distinction 
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which we may make in the Service, when a Saint's 
Day falls on a Sunday, is intended to exalt the 
Saint's Day above the Sunday. Far from it. The 
weekly commemoration of our Lord*s Besurrection, 
our * Easter Day in every week,' takes precedence, 
I believe, of all other holidays, except those in which 
we commemorate events in the Incarnation aud Life 
of our Lord Himself. (And perhaps I ought also to 
except the Festival of All Saints.) But it must be 
remembered that when a Saint's Day happens to fall 
on a Sunday, the dignity of the one Festival is super- 
added to the dignity of the other : the day becomes 
doubly sacred, and worthy of double honour ; and 
this we try to mark by making some little differences 
in the Service. 

** No rule is given in the Prayer-book, as to which 
Epistle, G-ospel, and Lessons should be used on these 
occasions. This point may, therefore, I think, be 
fairly considered to be left to the discretion of the 
Minister. 

"When the Saint's Day Lessons happen to be 
taken from the Apocryphal books, it is perhaps ge- 
nerally better to read those for the Sunday. I say 
generally^ because there is such a wonderful beauty 
and appropriateness in some of the Lessons from the 
Apocrypha that it would be a grievous loss to change 
them for any others. Who, for example, could bear 
to part with that wondrous lesson for All Saints' Day, 
which begins, ' But the souls of the righteous are in 
the hand of God, and there shall no torment touch 
them'P Many of the Saint's Day Lessons, however, 
seem to have no very special point or appropriateness, 
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and wlien this is so, it seems natural to prefer the 
reading of tbe Canonical Scriptures. But except 
for this reason, (which of course can never apply to 
the Epistle and Gospel,) I would myself always choose 
the Saints' Day services; and that for two reasons. 
First — They are much less familiarly known to most 
people ; and next, I think these are times when it is 
specially needful, and helpful, to have such thoughts 
as Saints' Days suggest, brought before our minds. 
To use the words of another ; * We at the present 
day, have particular need of the discipline of such 
commemorations as Saints' Days, to call us to our- 
selves. It is a fault of these times, (for we have 
nothing to do with the faults of other times,) to de- 
spise the past in comparison of the present. We can 
scarce open any of the lighter or popular publications 
of the day, without falling upon some panegyric on 
ourselves, on the illumination and humanity of the 
age, or upon some disparaging remarks on the wis- 
dom and virtues of former times. Now it is a most 
salutary thing, under this temptation to self-conceit, 
to be reminded that in all the highest qualifications 
of human excellence we have been far outdone by 
men who lived centuries ago; that a standard of truth 
and holiness was then set up, which we are not likely 
to reach, and that, as for thinking to become wiser 
and better, or more acceptable to Gtoi than they 
were, it is a mere dream. Here we are taught the 
true value, and relative importance of the various 
gifts of the mind. The showy talents in which the 
present age prides itself, fade away before the true 
metal of Prophets and Apostles. Would that St. Paul 
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or St. John could rise from the dead! How would 
the minute philosophers who now consider intellect 
and enlightened virtue all their own, shrink into 
nothing before those well - tempered^ sharp -edged 
weapons of the Lord ! ' 

** And now I will take the opportunity this letter 
gives me, to say a few words on the subject of the 
singing of the Litany. You have all probably ob- 
served that after regularly singing it for some time, 
I have for the last few months only done so occa- 
sionally, and as it were, on high days. I wish to 
tell you why. 

'* In itself it is a matter indifferent, as far as obedi- 
ence to our rules goes, whether the Litany be said or 
sung. Singing, certainly seems to have the preference, 
inasmuch as in the Eubric at the head of the Litany it 
is said, ' Here foUoweth the Litany .... to be sung or 
said.' Sung, you will observe, comes first, as the na- 
tural and preferable manner; and when our Prayer- 
book was first arranged in its present form, nothing, 
I believe, but absolute incapacity on the part of the 
Priest and Choir, would have been held a sufficient 
reason for not singing the Litany to the time-honoured 
melody which we still use. 

" It cannot, however, be said to be in any sense 
essential, and some people do not like it. Their ob- 
jections seem to me strange and unreasonable. I have 
never heard that they felt any unsuitableness in sing- 
ing the 76th Hymn. 

** * Saviour when in dust to Thee, low we bow the adoring 
knee, bending from Thy throne on high, 

Hear our solemn Litany. 
n 
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" ' By Thy birth and early years, by Thy human griefs and 
fears, by Thy fasting and distress, in the lonely wilderness, 
Jesus, look with pitying eye. Hear our solemn Litany. 

" ' By Thine hour of agony, by Thy Prayer thrice heard on 
high ; by Thy wounds. Thy crown of thorn ; by Thy cross. 
Thy pangs and cries, by Thy perfect sacrifice, Jesus look with 
pitying eye. Hear our solemn Litany.* 

** On what principle those who join heartily and 
devotionally in singing this most fervent supplication 
can 9ee anything unfitting in singing almost the very 
same words, when not in rhyme, it is beyond me to 
understand. But so it is. And when it came to mj 
knowledge that some well-meaning people were dis- 
tressed at the singing of the Litany, I determined to 
make a change. But then there are others who de- 
light in it ; to whom the musical rhythm and cadence 
is a help, and not a hindrance ; are they to be sa- 
crificed to the objectors? It is hard to please all, 
but for the present, I have thought it best to have 
certain fixed seasons for the different use ; and I pro- 
pose to have a musical Litany from Christmas to 
Lent, from Easter to Trinity, and on any special 
occasion, such as a double feast; and to say it, in 
Advent, Lent, and after Trinity. 

"This is asking almost more than is reasonable in 
the way of concession from those who love to have it 
sung ; but I know I can trust them to give up cheer- 
fully their own wishes, if thereby peace and goodwill 
may be furthered, knowing that ' Glory to God in the 
highest' will thus be more effectually promoted, than 
by the most perfect music ever performed. 
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** Let this be our rule for the year on which we are 
now entering ; in all that we do or do not do, pursue, 
or give up, to make the greater glory of Q-od our first 
aim and object. Happy, indeed, would be the parish 
that was in such a case ; yea blessed would be the 
people who thus had the Lord truly for their God. 
That this blessing may be yours, is the earnest de- 
sire of 

" Your affectionate Friend and Pastor, 

**E. F. W." 



^* To the Editor of Rotonhams Parish Magazine. 
'*Rev. Sie, 
" I have in my possession a letter written thirty 
years ago, by the late Vicar of Hursley, the revered 
John Keble, in answer to a friend who had asked his 
opinion as to the Proper Lessons, etc., to be used 
when a Saint's Day happened to fall on a Sunday. 
Thinking it may be interesting both to yourself and 
yourenquiring parishioners, I enclose a copy of the 
letter for insertion, (if you please,) in your Magazine, 
of which I hope to continue 

**A Constant Eeadee." 

'''Eurshyy Nov, 11, 1838. 
" ' Mt Deae H., 

" ' The question you send is more easily asked than 
answered. My general rule has been to give a pre- 
ference to the Saint's Day Services, on authority of 
the last sentence in * The order how the rest of Holy 
Scripture is appointed to be read.' But I see on re- 
ferring to that order, that it does not decide the 
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point, since the term ^Proper Lessons' includes those 
for Sundays as well as for Holidays. 

** * The Services for the State holidays, it is ex- 
pressly appointed, shall supersede those of the Sun- 
day, which seems a constructive kind of authority 
for taking the course we do, in a matter otherwise 
doubtful. 

" ' Supposing it left to discretion, and I now think 
it is, I should say it was well worth consideration, 
whether ine ought not to take every opportunity of 
drawing men's attention to Saints' Days, as one of 
the ways left us of testifying our communion with 
the Catholic Church elsewhere, and in other ages. 

'* * I see Wogan and Wheatly, two great authori- 
ties, are at issue about the Lessons in the case we 

are. considering. 

** * Ever your affectionate, 

" * J. K.' " 

*^ To the Editor of Rownhams Pa/rish Magazine, 

" Eeyekend Sie, 

" Will you kindly explain to one of your humble 
Parishioners the meaning of a custom which has 
been adopted in our Church, of every one standing 
up when the Lord's Prayer happens to occur in the 
Second Lesson. Are we supposed to pray the Prayer 
when it comes in that way ? If so, why do we not 
kneel down ? If not, why do we stand up ? 

^' Hoping you will not consider this an impertinent 

question, 

" I remain, 

**Air Humble Pamshioneh," 
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*' The Lord's Prayer. 

'* The custom which is observed in many Churches 
of the congregation rising from their seats, and stand- 
ing during the reading of the Lord's Prayer, where it 
occurs in the Second Lesson, is simply an expression 
of respect. The words of that Prayer were spoken by 
the lips of the Son of God, and given by Him to His 
Church and people, as the form and model according 
to which all our prayers should be framed. And as 
we are wont to say them day by day on our knees, as 
our form of speaking to Gtod, so believers, when they 
hear them simply read, have wished to shew, by rising 
and standing, how sacred they hold the words to be. 

" We are not supposed to prof/ the prayer when 
we so hear it read, except in so far as listening re- 
verently and earnestly to the words does, I suppose, 
turn. them into a kind of prayer without our thinking 
of it. 

" I do not know how generally the custom prevails 
in Churches ; but I was myself brought up to do thus 
from a boy. All stood in the Church where I used 
to go, some fifty years ago. 

'' It is then intended as a mark of reverence for the 
sacred and blessed words given us by our Lord Him- 
self, as the words in which we should speak (it may 
be said) familiarly with God, for we speak in it, as 
children to their Father. 

** As connected with this subject, it may be ob- 
served, that the standing at the reading of the Gos- 
pel, which is a rule of the Church, is also an expres- 
sion of reverence for the words of our blessed Lord, 
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or for the narrative of His life and actions. For the 
same reason, before the beginning of the Gospel we 
say, * GHory be to Thee, Lord ;' and after it is finished, 
* Thanks be to Thee, Lord.' 

" Not that the Epistle and every other portion of 
Holy Scripture is not sacred, as being the "Word of 
God, and therefore at all times, and in all places, and 
circumstances, to be had in honour and reverence. 
Well indeed might we rise and stand in all humility, 
whil^ we listen to any portion of His holy Word, 
with the thought, * Speak, Lord, for Thy servant hear- 
eth.' But these words have a special and pre-eminent 
claim on our reverent use. 
'* 1st. — Because they are. the very words of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
** 2nd. — Because they are, moreover, words which He 
taught His disciples and enjoined for the use of 
all His followers, as long as the world shall last. 
** So then, these familiar words, which are among 
the first that little children learn to lisp, are in truth, 
(amazing thought) the words in which God the Son 
has taught us to approach God the Father, and in 
which He has shewn us the sum of all we need, and 
all we ought to ask. Can any outward tokens of re- 
verence adequately express their preciousness, or the 
honour due to them ? 

** At the risk of seeming to give a very long answer 
to a short question, I will go on to say a few words 
here on the repeated use of the Lord's Prayer in our 
Services ; for it is connected with the reverence and 
honour due to it above all other prayers. 

" ' Our custom is, (says Hooker,) both to place it 






QUESTIONS AND ANSWEBS. 39 

■ ■ ■ I ■ ■ m^ ■■ M^— ^ I ■ ■ I ■ ■ ■ ■■■ ■ , , 

in the front of our prayers as a guide, and to add it 
in the end of some principal limbs or parts as a com- 
plement, which fully perfecteth whatsoever may be 
defective in the rest.' 'Though men should speak 
with the tongues of Angels, yet words so pleasing 
to the ears of God, as those which the Son of God 
Himself hath composed, were not possible for men to 
frame.' 

"And because of the depth and fulness of meaning 
to be gathered from it, some have made their private 
prayers to consist almost entirely of the Lord's Prayer ; 
stopping to spread out and unroll every part of it, to 
press as it were all the juice and sweetness out of it, 
and pausing upon each several petition, to ask them- 
selves what it is which they desire of God in it ; what 
each sentence teaches of God, what it teaches of them- 
selves, and then putting both together in new words, 
expressing what they desire of God in every part. 

** So again, with the same sense of its deep and 
manifold meanings, has it been noticed, that the 
words of this prayer may have very different senses 
to the same person at different times : or, that it may 
be said with varying impressions and aspirations of 
the soul : or that each petition may be used with one 
prevailing thought pervading the whole. 

'* Some such thoughts as these are beautifully ex- 
pressed in the following lines, with which I will 
conclude : — 

*' ' E'en such in its simplicity. 

Containing things for man too high, 
The Holy Prayer which Jesus taught ! 
A well too deep for mortal thought, 
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But where his want may ever turn. 
And draw with ever welcome urn. 
On childhood's dawn it doth unfold 
Its treasures, and when life is old 
Unfolding still, yet all untold. 
Ever transformed to meet our needs. 
Oft as Devotion counts her beads, 
As if those beads had caught the light 
In her celestial girdle bright, 
But each with its own colours dight, 
I Thus whensoe'er that prayer is heard. 

Fresh thoughts are in each solemn word ; 
An orb of light, come from the skies. 
To kindle holy Liturgies ; 
It gathers and gives back their rays 
Now turn'd to prayer, and now to praise/ 

" R. F. W." 



CHAPTER IV. 

Organ and Choir. 

TN introducing the following notices of organ 
and choir work, it should be observed that 
up to this time there had been no organ in the 
church and no regular choir. The school -chil- 
dren had been carefully taught to join in the 
chants and hymns, and a young lady in the 
parish, since married and early called to her 
rest, made herself answerable for the harmonium. 
And well did she fulfil the duty she had under- 
taken; her home was in a distant part of the 
parish, but she never failed to be at her post, in 
all weathers, and at all seasons, although in win- 
ter the attendance at evening service on Saints' 
Days entailed a walk of two miles out and two 
miles back in the dark. On these occasions, 
when moonlight failed, she was often escorted 
by a faithful gipsey of the royal house of Stan- 
ley, who worked for her father, and who was 
always ready to accompany his young mistress 
with a lantern to guide her through the wood- 
land paths. 
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Her marriage, which took place in May, 1864, 
made some new arrangement necessary; and as 
I found that there was a strong wish for an 
organ in the minds of some, at least, of our con- 
gregation, a collection was set on foot for that 
object, and in August, 1864, the subject was thus 
brought before the parishioners generally. 

" Persons who have never had their attention turned 
to the subject before, will be surprised to find how 
very much account is made in the Book of Psalms of 
instrumental music, as entering into, and bearing an 
important part in the worship of Almighty God. Over 
and over again, as day by day, and week by week, we 
say the Psalms, we exhort one another to ' praise the 
Lord with the harp,' or to *sing to Him with the 
Psaltery ;' and as we get near the end of that won- 
derful Book, (the Hymn-book of the Church of G-od 
from the days of David until now), and the strain of 
praise rises higher and higher, more and more instru- 
ments of music are called for, till in the last Psalm no 
less than seven different kinds are mentioned, as to be 
used in the service of God ; and amongst them that 
one, which, from its greater perfection, and its power 
of combining in itself, as it were, the voices of many 
others, has come to be the one chiefly devoted in these 
oux days to sacred uses : * Praise Him with stringed 
instruments and Organs.* 

** These words may probably not sound as familiar 
as a verse of the Psalms should do, because they are 
taken &om the Bible version : the Prayer-book trans- 
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lation of the verse runs thus, ' Praise Him upon the 
strings and Pipes :' evidently the meaning is the same ; 
the word Pipes as well as Organs being intended to in- 
clude all the powers of wind instruments, the highest 
perfection of which has been reached in that noblest 
and grandest of all instruments, the Organ. 

** Who would not wish to have, if possible, an organ 
in their Parish Church ? As we desire that the best 
of ev^ery thing should .be devoted to God's Service, 
that in material and workmanship the fabric of His 
House and all the appurtenances of it should be of 
the best that we can offer, so surely we would have 
the best of instruments to add its solemn beauty to 
the musical part of the Service. 

** It is with feelings of great thankfulness that we 
are able to give our readers a hope that before very 
long we shall have an organ in our Church. An 
earnest wish that such a thing might be, having been 
expressed some months ago, by some of our congre- 
gation, a subscription was set on foot, which has been 
very cordially responded to, and although we have not 
yet got quite enough, yet- the subscriptions given and 
promised are sufficient to warrant our proceeding with 
the arrangements about it. Mr. Bevington, who has 
devoted special attention to the construction of organs 
adapted to small Churches, came down last month to 
see our Church, and fix upon a place for the organ. 
He has been commissioned to build one, which we 
hope will be ready before many weeks have passed. 
From £15 to £20 are still wanting to cover all the 
expense, but this we have no doubt will be forth- 
coming, as comparatively few of our congregation 
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haye as yet taken any part. Subscriptions will be 
gladly received by the Eev. R. F. Wilson; and in 
order to afford an opportunity to all to contribute 
something, according to their ability and desire, it is 
proposed that the Offertory on the 3rd Sunday in 
August shall be applied to this purpose. A collec- 
tion will, on that Sunday, be made after Evening 
Service, as well as in the Morning." 

It was hoped that the organ might be ready 
by the Christmas of that year, but it was not till 
Easter, 1865, that Messrs^ Bevington completed 
their work, and in the Magazine for May, 1865, 
appeared the following : — 

" Our Organ. 

''Long expected, come at last: and afber all it 
could not have come at a better time than on the 
Day of days, when the Church puts off her mourning, 
and offers both to eye and ear all that can speak of 
joy, and gladness, and exultation. Yes, much as 
Messrs. Bevington have tried our patience since last 
September, we feel almost inclined to thank them 
for having kept our organ till Easter, when, as the 
Morning Sermon said, we were called to take the 
Psalm, bring hither the tabret, the merry harp with 
the lute ; to blow up the trumpet in the full Easter 
moon, even in the time appointed, and upon our 
solemn Feast Day. 

" Truly it has been a joyous Easter, joyous beyond 
words in all the sights and sounds of nature, in the 
Sesurrection burst of leaf and flower, bird and insect. 
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Joyous in tlie songs of the nightingales, the outpour- 
ing of an unconscious Choral Service, by day and 
night. * All Thy works praise Thee, O Lord/ but it 
is *Thy Saints' who 'give thanks unto Thee,' and, 
therefore, better far than all these sights and sounds 
is the joy of worship. 

"Joyful was our full Church on Easter Day; joyful 
our chancel, no longer empty, but filled with a white- 
robed choir; joyful the sweet voice of the organ, 
helping us to say Alleluia; but most joyful of all 
was the sight of the large number who turned not 
away from the Heavenly Feast to which they were 
lovingly bidden by God Himself, but came to meet 
their risen Lord at His Holy Table. Most joyful 
and thankworthy to the Pastor's heart especially it 
was, to number amongst them almost all the newly- 
confirmed, and to be able to account for each one of 
the few who were missing. Truly at the sight of 
them he thanked God, and took courage. And 
now that they have thus well begun, it is his most 
earnest desire, and constant prayer, that they may 
keep steadfast, and go from strength to strength, 
until unto the God of gods appeareth every one of 
them in Sion. 

" Organ Account. 

BECEIPTS. £ s. d. 

Contributed by members of the Congregation 

in sums varying from Is. to £20 . . . 107 13 8| 

Contributed by friends at a distance . . 15 

Offertory 7 5 7i 

Paid for Harmonium, (valued by Mr. Bevington) 12 

14<1 19 4 
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EXPENSES. £ 8, d. 

Contract with Messrs. Bevington . . . 133 10 

Carriage of organ from London to Redbridge . 3 6 
Preparing boarded floor, and carpenter's work 

in erecting and fixing 5 8 10 

£141 19 4" 

It will be seen by the above, that ' together 
with the organ we introduced a surpliced choir. 
We had been some time preparing for this; 
seats and desks had been provided in the chan- 
cel, and eight boys had been regularly prac- 
tising for it, five singing treble and three alto ; 
we had also six men — three tenors and three 
basses. 

Not feeling quite sure how far the surplices 
would give pleasure to my congregation, I took 
the first expense of them upon myself, and 
did not draw at all upon the funds of the 
offertory. 

About a year afterwards I had an oppor- 
tunity of testing the general feeling on the sub- 
ject, and the result was very satisfactory and 
gratifying. 

In the month of June or July, 1866, the church 
was broken into, and our whole set of surplices, 
seventeen or eighteen in all, stolen. The police 
did what they could to recover them, and a re- 
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ward was offered, but without success ; and after 
waiting for a time in hopes of some clue being 
discovered, I gave notice of an offertory for the 
purpose of replacing them. At the same time I 
explained to my people in a sermon, that, at the 
first beginning, I had not asked their help in 
providing surplices, not knowing exactly what 
their mind might be on the matter, but had 
taken the whole expense upon myself. Now, 
however, that they had had opportunity to judge 
for themselves whether the decent solemnity and 
reverence of our worship was thus promoted or 
not, I should call upon them to express their 
mind by their gifts. 

I stated at the same time that at least £15 
would be required to replace the loss. 

The result will be seen in the following 
paper : — 

"My DBAE Feieitds, 

" The Collection on Sunday, for replacing the things 
stolen from the Church, has been a satisfaction and 
pleasure to me, as I hope it has also been to you. 
It is a satisfaction not only on account of the amount, 
but also quite as much because of the variety of coins 
which made up the collection. It was as if you all 
felt the loss to be a common loss, which you would 
feel every Sunday; and therefore all wished to bear 
part in replacing it. 
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" The following statement of the Collection shews 
this : — 



7 Sovereigns 

6 Half-Sovereigns 

6 Half-Crowns 

13 Florins 

24 Shillings . 

29 Sixpences . 

12 Fourpenny pieces 

37 Threepenny pieces 

22 Pennies 

28 Half-pennies 



184 Coins 

Given afterwards . 



£ 


s. 


d. 


7 








3 











15 





1 


6 





1 


4 








14 


6 





4 








9 


3 





1 


10 





1 


2 



14 15 9 
2 11 8 

£17 7 5 



" Now though each coin does not represent a sepa- 
rate giver, yet the number of pieces shews that there 
were not many in the congregation who did not give 
something. 

**The robbery has thus given an opportunity for 
shewing that we are of one mind in the Parish as 
to the Choir, and that what has been done for giving 
greater outward reverence to the Service of God's 
House approves itself to you. 

" Forms in themselves, we all know, are nothing, 
unless they help to impress something in the heart. 

" All the forms of Divine "Worship appointed by 
Gtod Himself in the Old Dispensation became empty 
forms, when the hearts of those using them were not 
in them. 
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''The awful sights and sounds from Mount Sinai, 
when God gave the Law, did not keep even those 
who saw and heard them steadfast in the Covenant. 
They became careless and disobedient. 

"Eli's sons did very wicked things, even at the 
door of the Tabernacle, while the Service was going 
on, which their good but too easy father taught 
them to respect. 

"The man who broke into our Church may have 
been taught to reverence God's sanctuary and to 
believe it to be a holy place: yet he was not afraid 
to 'rob God,' saying, *No eye seeth me.* Let us hope 
his sin may find him out, if not for its discovery here, 
yet for stirring up in his own breast fear and shame, 
and sorrow for his wickedness. 

"And for ourselves, let us try to make outward 
things of use in God's House, that we may be helped 
by them to 'worship God in Spirit and in Truth.' 
The more God's House and Services are pleasing 
to the eye and ear, the more earnestly should we 
strive to 

(t i "V^orship the Lord in the Beauty of Holiness.' 
" I remain in sincere purpose, 

" Your faithful Friend and Pastor, 
" E. F. W." 

Our choir was a voluntary one ; I should not 
have wished for anything else ; but in January, 
1866, I began what has been an annual custom 
with us ever since, viz. having one offertory in 
the year for the choir. 

B 
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The grounds on which this was done were ex- 
plained in the following address : — 

" To the Parishioners of Rownhams, 

** Mt Deae Priends, 

" I propose that the Offertory on Sunday, the 14th, 
should be given to the Choir. Before doing so I wish 
to say a few words in explanation. 

"I wish you all to understand that our Choir is 
a free Choir ; that both men and boys do their part 
in it, freely and gladly, and without wishing for pay. 
Nay, more, I believe I may say that it is a pleasure to 
them that their help in our services should be a free- 
will offering, given for no earthly gain, but to make 
the worship of God's House more cheerful, more 
hearty, more nearly approaching to the best that we 
can offer of its kind. 

" This should be so with every part of the Service 
of God's House. It ought to be of our very best, ac- 
cording to our place and office in the Church. We 
should pray our best, preach our best, read our best, 
and listen our best, as well as play our best, and sing 
our best. And the more the singing in Church *is 
looked upon in its true light, as a part, and an im- 
portant part of our worship of God, the more will 
each one whose privilege it is to take part in it, put 
away all thought of earthly reward, and feel it to be 
his own offering to God, with a glad and thankful 
heart giving praise with the best member that he has. 
And I trust that nothing I say here, or propose to do, 
may raise in the minds of you, my friends, young and 
old in the Choir, any thought of payment. 
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" I do it rather for the sake of others. The Choir 
does not sing to the congregation, nor /or them, never 
think that for a moment ; but a good Choir does very 
greatly help the congregation ; it leads the singing ; 
it gives steadiness, correctness, and feeling to the 
singing; and in proportion to the skill and excel- 
lence with which it performs its part, it does more 
than this. By the wonderful power which God has 
given to music over the heart of man, a good and 
well-trained Choir does really quicken devotion, raise 
the soul heavenward, and add fervour to both our 
prayers and praises. But, in order to do this, much 
pains, and care, and time must be given to their work. 
They must meet, over and over, for practice, often to 
their own inconvenience ; whether the evening be wet 
or dry, cold or warm, dark or clear. And a practice 
is not always smooth and pleasant. Most persons 
have no idea how much careful preparation is wanted 
to bring the parts which sound so simple and natural 
into their proper time and harmony. Now all this 
tries patience and takes time. It is, in fact, a carry- 
ing out, in this one matter, of King David's saying, 
(so true in all that concerns the Service of God) : 
* I will not offer to my God of that which costs me 
nothing.' This is one great advantage of a trained 
Choir. It * costs nothing' to people who have a cer- 
tain amount of ear and voice, to stand up in Church 
and join in the simple melody of some popular hymn- 
tune. But it * costs* a good deal of time, trouble, 
and patience, to perfect a very simple piece of har- 
mony, and those who, for any cause cannot take a 
share in this *cost,' may yet bear their part in the 
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offering, by giving some acknowledgment to those 
who do so. 

''This is the principle on which I propose to have 
a collection for the benefit of the Choir, and I hope 
you quite understand that it is not as a payment, but 
to express your thanks for pains bestowed, and to 
claim your own share in the worthier offering made 
to Almighty God. Wishing you all every blessing 
for the year on which we are entering, 

" I remain, your faithful Friend and Pastor, 

" K P. W." 



The collections made for this purpose have 
amounted in six years to £55 ISs. 10^., or an 
average of £9 68. 6d. a-year, which has been 
divided amongst the men and boys in such pro- 
portions as seemed just and right. 

Besides this little encouragement, we have 
generally contrived some summer day's excur- 
sion for them, and it has been a useful school 
exercise for the boys to write an account of it 
afterwards. Here is a specimen of one sucli 
history : — 

" Uxourston to Winchester. 

" The friends who kindly contributed to provide an 
excursion treat for the Choir-boys, will be glad to 
hear that their kindness was the means of promoting 
a large amount of happiness. 
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<< Thursday in Easter- week was the day fixed upon, 
and most propitious it was, in all ways. By the libe- 
rality of the Superintendent of the S. W. Eailway, 
the party was allowed to travel from Blechynden to 
Winchester, and return, at single journey fares, and 
a joyous party of eleven boys started at 7 o'clock a.m., 
under Mr. Jones's charge, furnished with a hamper of 
provisions for the day. The Eev. C. Collier, Principal 
of the Training College, kindly invited them to make 
their mid-day rest there, and offered the use of the 
College dining-hall. A visit to the beautiful old Hos« 
pital of St. Cross, and a walk to the top of St. Cathe- 
rine's Hill, occupied the morning. After dinner they 
attended the Cathedral Service, and were shewn over 
the building. 

'' It was half-past nine before they got home, weary 
and footsore enough, no doubt, but with plenty to 
think about, and to help them to remember the first 
Easter excursion of the Eownhams Choir. 

"The boys were required to write an account of 
their expedition, and we print here, without altera- 
tion or correction, the paper which on the whole was 
judged to be the best. Those of William Wareham 
and William Brazier deserve mention also, as having 
been very nearly as good. 



"'Eeverend Sib, 

* I most humbly beg to thank you and Mrs. Wilson 
for your kind treat which you gave us on Thursday last 
which we thoroughly enjoyed. And now Sir I must be- 
begin to tell you a little of what we saw at Winchester. 



(( 
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" * After we left the train we passed by the Eeser- 
voirs and came to the Barracks. Here we stopped 
and looked at the soldiers drilling. "We then pro- 
ceeded down to the Training College and stopped 
a little time and then came back and down the High 
Street to the Cathedral. We then came to St. Cathe- 
rine's Hill and at the top we run the Miss Maze or 
Puzzle but could not succeed. "We came down the 
hill again round by the river & up to St. Cross, Here, 
they allowed us to have a good look over the place 
except the Church which was being repaired. From 
St. Cross we came back up the High St. and down to 
the Training College. Here we had" an excellent din- 
ner and then looked round the Training College which 
is a very nice place. From the Training College we 
came down the High St. into the Cathedral. Here 
we saw a great many things. "We first went and took 
our places against the Choristers for the afternoon 
Service. The Service then began & chanting com- 
menced. After Service they allowed us to look over 
the Cathedral. This is a very large place with a great 
many monuments & stones which are erected to peo- 
ple. First we saw King Hufus stone which was killed 
in the New Forest while hunting and his body taken 
up and carried to Winchester & there buried. Next 
was Swithuns who had his grave dug outside the Ca- 
thedral but being so wet they were obliged to bury 
him inside. There was another monument erected to 
a Monk who had done a great deal in restoring the 
Cathedral. After we had had a good look round the 
Cathedral we came out & down the High St. and up 
to St. Giles Hill. Here we sat down and ate some 
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biscuits and oranges. We came back again to the 
Barracks and last of all to the Station. Now Sir I 
think this is all I saw at 

''"Winchester & so I must conclude 
"I remain Sir your most obedient Scholar 

** Waltee D^xon.'* 
" (To Kev. Wilson.)" 

. The Choir-boys were with very few exceptions 
taken from the parochial school, but they were 
not admitted into the Choir till after long pro- 
bation, and much practice and instruction. When 
a vacancy occurred, there were generally four or 
five eager postulants, who were required to pass 
a sort of competitive examination. 

When chosen, they were solemnly admitted 
with a short form used in the vestry before Ser- 
vice. In the Magazine for April, 1868, is the 
following letter of enquiry : — 

** To the Editor of the Rownhams Pa/rish Magazine, 

**Deae Me. Editoe, 

" May I, without offence, ask to be informed what 
took place in the Vestry before the beginning of 
Morning Service on the First Sunday in Lent ? 

" We are all aware that a short Service is always 
used before the Choir and Clergy come into the 
Church. The sound reaches us in the body of the 
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Church, and though we cannot hear the words, the 
solemn tone of the voices tells us what is going on, 
and for myself, I can say, that it helps to recall 
wandering thoughts, and to prepare the mind for the 
Service which is about to begin. But, on the day I 
speak of, there was certainly something more than 
usual going on. Several persons noticed it, and won- 
dered what it could be, and various suggestions have 
been made on the matter. 

'' I hope I am not taking an improper liberty in 
asking to be informed through the medium of our 
Magazine. 

" With great respect, I remain, dear Mr. Editor, 

" Tours truly, 
"An Enqtjiking Pamshioner." 



" An enquiring Parishioner has done perfectly right 
in asking this question ; and he, or she, may rest as- 
sured that nothing will ever be done, either in Church 
or Vestry, about which every Parishioner is not wel- 
come to the fullest information and explanation. 

*' The cause of the longer delay than usual in the 
Yestry, on the Sunday alluded to, was the admission 
of a new Chorister. 

" We always use a short form on such an occasion, 
which for the greater satisfaction of enquiring Parish- 
ioners should be printed here, if our space would 
allow ; but owing to the press of matter, it must be 
put off to another opportunity. It shall appear in 
the Magazine the first time that space can be found 
for it. R. F. W." 
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In the month of July following was printed 
tb 



" Form used at St, John^a^ BownhafiM^for the Admission 

of a Chorister. 

" The Choir being assembled in the Vestry in their surplices, 
(the boy or boys to be admitted, remaining outside), the Priest 
shall say, 

" * Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings with Thy 
most gracious favour, and further us with Thy con- 
tinual help, that in all our works, hegun, continued, 
and ended in Thee, we may glorify Thy Holy Name, 
and finally by Thy mercy obtain everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

" * Our Father, which art in Heaven, Hallowed be 
Thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done 
in earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation; But deliver us from evil: For 
Thine is the kingdom. The power, and the glory, 
For ever and ever. Amen.' 

"Then /or each boy to be admitted a Chorister shall go out, 
and taking him by the hand, shall lead him in, and place him 
before the Priest, who shall read, 

"the lesson. 

" * 1 Sam. ii. 18. 19, and iii. 19. But Samuel 
ministered before the Lord, being a child girded with 
a linen ephod. Moreover, his mother made him 
a little coat, and brought it to him from year to year, 
when she came up with her husband to offer the 
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yearly sacrifice. And Samuel grew, and the Lord 
was with him, and did let none of his words fall to 
the ground. 

" The Lesson being endedy the Priest shall sayy 

" * 1^. Our help is in the Name of the Lord, 
" * 19'. "Who hath made heaven and earth. 
*' * 1^. Blessed be the Name of the Lord, 
** * I^. Henceforth, world without end. 

" * Then taking the hoy by the handy the Priest shall admit 
him, saying, 

** * N. — I admit thee to sing as a Chorister in this 
Church, in the I^ame of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ohost. Amen. 

" ' Then giving him the books which he will use in Choir, the 
Priest shall say, 

" * See that what thou singest with thy mouth 
thou believe in thy heart, and what thou believest in 
thy heart thou prove by thy works. 

" * Then putting the surplice on the new Chorister, he shall 
say, 

" * I clothe thee in white ; see that thou so serve 
G-od, and sing His praises, that thou majest hereafter 
be admitted into the ranks of those who have washed 
their robes and made them white in the Blood of the 
Lamb, and are before the Throne of God, and serve 
Him day and night continually. 

" * Then the boy kneeling down, the Priest shall pronounce 
a Blessing^ laying his hand upon his head, and saying, 

" * The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. The Lord 
make His face to shine upon thee and be gracious 
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unto tbee. The Lord lift up His countoDance upon 
thee, and give thee peace, both now and evermore. 
Amen. 

" * Let u% pray, 

" * Almighty and everlasting Q-od, by whose Spirit 
the whole body of the Church is governed and sancti- 
fied, receive our supplications and prayers which we 
offer before Thee, for all estates of men in Thy Holy 
Church ; that every member of the same, in his voca- 
tion and ministry, may truly and godly serve Thee, 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Cjirist. Amen. 

" * The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 
of Gk)d, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with 
us all, evermore. Amen.' 

" ' The choir shall then enter the Church in procession, the 
new boys taking the places assigned to them.^ '' 



Occasionally we have had fairly successful Choir 
Concerts. Here is our first Programme : — 

** Concert, 

" By permission of the Rev. E. F. "Wilson, the 
Hownhams Choir, assisted by some amateurs, propose 
to give a Concert, in the School, on Tuesday evening, 
the 10th of April. The doors to open at 7, the Con- 
cert to begin at 7.30 exactly. 

" Admission, by tickets, one shilling each, which 
may be had of Mr. Jones any time in the course of 
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the day, or bought at the door. There will be a re« 
hearsal at the same hour on Monday eyening, the 
9th, to which admission will be 6d. 

" The First Part will consist of a Selection of Sacred 
Music. 

'' Second Part, a Selection of Glees and Songs. 

''Each Fart will conclude with a harmonized air, 
performed on Hand-bells. 



a 



Frogramme. 

Paet First. 

Solo on the Harmonium. 

Excitative and Chorus &om ' The Crea 

tion' .... 
Duett, * Thou shalt show me' 
Anthem * Give peace in our time' 
Sacred Song, * Nazareth' 

Duett 

Anthem, *0 praise Grod in His holi 

ness' .... 
Bells, Old HundredtL 



Haydn, 

Blake, 

CakoU, 

Gounod, 

Sterndale Bennett. 

Weldon, 



Paet Second. 

Glee, 'The Village Choristers.' 

Duett, ' O wert thou in the cauld blast.' Mendelssohn, 

National Song, 'The hardy Norseman' . PearsaU, 

Duett, * When je gang awa, Jamie.' 

Madrigal, * Hard by a fountain' . . Waekent, 

Song and Chorus, * Come where my love 

Ues dreaming' Foster, 

Part Song, * O never fear.' 
Bells, Caller Herring. 

God save the Queen." 
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I will conclude this subject with the following 
address, reprinted from the Magazine of Octo- 
ber 1866 :— 

"7b the Children of the Choir. 

"Mt Deab Childben, 

''It has pleased God in His goodness to take to 
Himself one of your number, by a short and very 
distressing sickness. Just a month ago, dear Willie 
was in his place, in Church and Choir, apparently 
without any ailment. Had any one of us been asked, 
which of our number was likely to be taken in his 
boyhood, I do not think that "Willie, with his healthy, 
pleasant countenance, would haye been singled out 
as the one likely to be first called. 

"In a few days from the beginning of his illness 
it pleased God to cloud his reason, so that from that 
time until his death he scarcely shewed sign of 
knowing any one, or used reasonable speech, except 
now and then when he sang over parts of the Hymns 
and Anthems which he so loved. Without a word 
to those nearest and dearest to him, without a wish 
expressed, or any farewell, he passed away. 

"This is the most distressing circumstance of his 
illness, and adds to the grief of those who loved him, 
more than any remembrance of the bodily anguish 
which he suffered. 

"But though there are none of the comforting 
recollections which so often may be gathered from 
a last sickness, may we not look back thankfully on 
many sweet and pleasant memories which he has left 
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behind him ? Was not his whole life like the life 
of one who kept God always before him, and there- 
fore did not greatly fall ? 

" Think of him in his place at Church, with his Bible 
in his hand following the reading of God's Holy 
Word ; or on his knees at the Prayers, or during the 
sermon, or while joining in Psalms and Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs, or while helping to put things right 
in Church. Think of his quiet, composed, reverent 
manner. When did you see him at such times talk- 
ing or laughing, or otherwise misbehaving? Were 
not all his ways sucfh as a parent would desire in his 
child? Such as we, who are grown up, may well 
wish our own had always been? For myself, I can 
truly say, that during the year and a half that he 
has been before me in the Chancel, I have never seen 
anything in look or manner unbefitting that Holy 
Place. Of which of you, my other children of the 
choir, could I say as much ? 

" Many, perhaps, of our congregation scarcely knew 
him, except in his place at Church; but you knew 
him also at school, at play, and at practice. Think 
of his conduct at such times, of his good temper, 
willingness to oblige, trustiness, simplicity, guileless- 
ness, and freedom from faults too common among 
boys. We who loved him, may well treasure up 
thankfully these pleasant recollections, and believe 
that God has dealt mercifully with him in thus taking 
him early, and that ' it is well with the child.* He 
has been spared cares and troubles and tempta- 
tions, which might have been too much for his 
simple nature when he grew up, and from which. 
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as yet, his life has been shielded; for though an 
Orphan, he has never known the want of loving 
motherly care. 

"Not for his sake, so much as for yours, my dear 
children, I call these things to your remembrance, 
that you may both see God's mercy in taking him 
thus early, and also be led to seek earnestly to profit 
by the bright and pure example which he has left 
behind him. 

**I daresay you are sometimes tempted to think 
it hard, that so much should be said to you about 
your behaviour in Church, and perhaps the thought 
has come into your mind, that we old people are too 
particular, and expect too much from young boys 
like you. It may help you against such thoughts 
to remember that there was one of yourselves who 
was blameless in this respect. He has been called 
from his place in our poor, imperfect, faltering choir 
here, to join the heavenly choir, to be one of that 
glorious * company of heaven/ who with Angels and 
Archangels are ever offering a faultless worship of 
praise before the throne of God. And now one of you 
must take his place in Church ; will you not try and 
pray, that with his place you may have something 
of his spirit too ? Let it not be that when my eye 
rests upon another in his place, the thought should 
arise, * what a difference, how unlike our dear Willie ! * 
But why do I speak to you of my eye ? Hather re- 
member Whose eye is upon you at all times, and in 
all places, but especially, we may surely say, in His 
own holy place. Eemember that you, too, are called 
to walk before God now, with a pure and upright 
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heart, for this time may be your only time of pre- 
paration for passing into that Presence where alone 
is * fulness of joy/ and into which nothing can enter 
that Mefileth or maketh a lie/ but they only who 
are written in the Lamb's Book of Life. I%ere have 
your names been written by the free Grace and 
Mercy of God; not for anything in yourselyes, but 
simply for the sake, and through the merits of your 
loving Saviour. There, I trust your names are still ; 
take heed that your sins and negligences be not so 
great as to turn His Face from you, and quite quench 
His Spirit given to you. Bemember who it is that 
says, 'Behold I come quickly: hold fast that which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown.' 

"That you may be now faithful in that which is 
least, while you are young, so as to be faithful in 
much, if it should be the will of God that you grow 
up to man*s estate, and that your names may never 
be blotted from His Book of Life, is the earnest 
prayer of one who hopes that, in some small measure, 
he may call himself, 

" Tour affectionate Father in Christ, 

" R. F. Wilson." 



CHAPTEE V. 

The Ofpbetoet. 

nnHB Parish of Eownhams being, as has been 
already described, a new district with no civil 
rights, although ecclesiastically a complete and 
independent parish, was from the first exempt 
from the much-vexed and vexing question of 
Church-rates; and for all the expenses of the 
church, maintenance and repair of the fabric, 
heating, lighting, cleaning, &c., depended wholly 
on the alms of the faithful. It was not at first 
the custom to allow the whole congregation to 
take part in the OflFertory, it was reserved for 
commimicants only; but it had been the inten- 
tion of Mr., now Bishop Harris, to change this 
use, and just before his resignation of the parish 
he printed and circulated the following address, 
which enabled me to make the change with the 
full sanction of his authority. 

'*Mt Dbab Fabishionebs ajstd FsTBims, 

''In bringing before you, for the last time, the 
yearly Statement of the Receipts and Expenditure 
of our Parish Funds, I wish to draw your attention 
to one or two matters, which seem to call for chauge. 
Our custom has been, as you know, to make an Of- 
fertory Collection on every Sunday Morning (except- 
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ing the last Simdaj of each month) from those who 
remain for the Holy Communion, and to apply the 
money so collected to the Belief of the Sick and 
Needy ; on the last Sunday there is a collection both 
morning and afternoon from the whole Congregation, 
and this collection is applied in paying the Expenses 
of the Church. 

"Now, after proceeding on this plan for seven 
years, we find that, while we have a surplus on the 
' Communion Alms' Account, we have a deficiency 
on the * Church Expenses Eund,* which deficiency we 
are obliged to make up this year, by taking money 
from the surplus of the Communion Alms. You will 
probably see no objection to this having been done ; 
still it seems not altogether just or right, that those 
who do not remain to Communicate should contribute 
nothing to the Eund for the Sick and Needy, while 
those who do remain should pay, as it were, twice 
over to the Church Expenses Eund, seeing that they 
contribute their share to the monthly collection, and 
that the deficiency in the Eund has to be made up 
out of their offerings on the other Sundays. 

" My intention, had I remained among you, was to 
have made a change, which I can now only put before 
you as a recommendation, in which my Successor con- 
curs, and in which, I trust, you will concur also. 

"It is this, that the weekly Sunday morning Of- 
fertory should be from the whole Congregation, (the 
afternoon collections being discontinued). The money 
collected would form one Eund, which would be ap- 
plied, as required, to the Belief of the Sick and Needy, 
and to the Church Expenses ; any surplus at the end 
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of the year being equally divided between those two 
objects. 

''To Communicants this change would make no 
difference, while the rest woul(J, as now, be free to 
give, or not to give, as they were disposed. I trust, 
however, that none will forget that to give unto the 
poor is to lend unto the Lord, and is therefore no less 
a privilege than a duty ; nor ought any to think it 
hard to contribute their share, be it great or small, 
to the maintenance of God's Service in a Church, 
which is free and open to every inhabitant of the Dis- 
trict. I will not now say words of Earewell, as I shall 
hope to bid you Good-bye in your own homes and at 
Church, but will only add my earnest prayer that 
God's blessing may continue to rest on our little 
Church, and on those who worship in it, as it has 
hitherto done. 

''I remain your affectionate Minister and Eriend, 

''C. A. Hahbis.'* 

Statement of the Chureh Accounts^ SJaster, 1863. 
COMMUNION ALMS. 

BBCEIVED. 



Balance from 1861 

— 2 . . . 
By 40 Offertories, 

April, 1862 — 

Mar. 1863 . 
Charching Offer* 

ings . 
Charch Alms-box . 



£ 


s. d. 


25 


6 4^ 


46 14 9 






9 6 
3 6 


£72 14 li 



EXPENDED 


• 








£ 


s. 


d. 


By Cash given 


6 





6 


Medicine, Wine, 








Groceries, and 








Meat . 


18 


9 


4 


Clothing, Boots, &c. 


20 10 11 


Lying-in Charity . 


10 


4 


Coal Fund . 


3 









48 11 1 
Transfer to Church 

Expenses Fund . 15 12 9 



£64 3 10 



Balance carried on, £8 10 8^ 



68 



THE OFFSBTOBT. 



CHURCH EXPENSES FUND. 



£ 9. d. 

Balance froml861 

-2. . • 1 11 .2| 
Byl2Collectioxu. 26 14 io^ 
Transfer from 

Commnnion 

Alms Aooonnt . 15 12 9 



BZFENDBD. 

Ringing Bell and 
tending Stove 

Keeping Clmrch 
Ground 

Washing Chnrch 
Linen • 

Candles • 

Cleaning Chnrch 



£ 9. d, 

2 12 

8 8 

1 11 4 

2 11 U 
8 18 10 



Sacramental Wine .220 



£48 18 10 



2 U 

2 10 
116 
4 8 

14 3 

82 8 10 
Balance of Kent and 
Co/s Accoont for 
Stove . . 11 10 



Fnel 

Qratnities (5 quar- 
ters) • • . 

Visitation Fees 

Repairs . 

Sundries, Printing, 

&c« • • • 



I 



£43 18 10 



The plan thus recommended was very cor- 
dially accepted, and at Easter, 1864, our first 
year's Statement of Income and Expenditure on 
the new method was as follows : — 
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Easter, 1864. 
OFFERTORY ACCOUNT. 



BEOEIFTS. 

Received from Hon. 
and Ven. Arch- 
deacon Harris, as 
Balance in hand 

By 50 Offertories 
from May 10th 
to March 27th . 

By 7 private Com- 
mnnions . 

By Special Offer- 
tory on Harvest 
Thanksgiving 
Day, for Addi- 
tional Curates 
Society 

By Special Offer- 
tory for the Dio- 
cese of British 
Columbia . 

By Collection in the 
School at a meet- 
ing for ditto 

Given afterwards 
by one not pre- 
sent . 

By Special Offer- 
tory for School . 

By Churching Of- 
ferings 



£ 8, d. 



9 8 11 



102 



10 9 
17 3 



23 10 10 

7 3 8} 

7 9 1} 

10 
7 4 
10 6 



PAYMENTS. 

Bill for Church 
Wine 

Bill for coals and 
coke . . • 

Potter, for Lights 
for Chancel 

Lankeeter, ditto for 
Body of Church. 

Powelt Desks, 
Seats and Has- 
socks . . . 

Repairing Harmo- 
nium . . 

Elements (Sacra- 
mental Wine) . 

Candles . 

Coals and Coke 

New Surplice 

Washing Surplices, 

OwC« • • • 

Mrs. Carnell, care 

of Church . 
Sexton . 

Tools for Church- 
yard work . 
Carpenter's Work 

(Ware) . 
Visitation Fee 
Gratuities 
Coal Club . 
Blankets 
Beef for poor at 

Christmas . 
Alms to poor and 

sick . . 
Additional Curates 

Society 
Columbia Mission . 
Towards the School 

Funds 



£ 

1 

1 

12 

29 

9 

2 

2 
3 
2 
1 



8, d, 

1 

17 6 

1 6 



U 6 

5 

5 

16 3 

15 6 

15 3 



18 



5 
9 



13 11 
8 



8 7 





1 
3 
3 

2 

17 

23 
15 



8 8 

10 





4 6 

12 6 

4 7 

10 10 
12 10 



7 4 



In hand 



157 
8 



4 3 
7 2 



£160 11 5 



£160 11 5 
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In January and February, 1865, 1 printed the 
two following papers on the subject, and the next 
offertory account shews a marked increase : — 

** The Weekly Off&rtory. 

'^ My Deab Bbethben, 
'^ I wish, at the beginning of this new year, to call 
your attention to some remarks drawn up by the late 
Bishop of New Jersey, in America, on the subject of 
the weekly offertory. They may be of use to some. 

" I. — ^This was the primitive mode of collecting 
alms. 'Now concerning the collection for 
the saints, upon the first day of the week, 
let every one of you lay by him in store, as 
God hath prospered him.' — 1 Cor. xri. 1, 2. 

'* II. — This is the simplest and most direct ad- 
dress that can be made to the parishioners. 

" III. — This is the Church's proper action, in her 
due organization, under the direction of her 
ministers, on the call of her Divine Head, 
Jesus Christ. 

" This plan combines many advantages : — 

" 1. — Frequency. The contribution can never be 
forgotten. 

** 2. — Constancy. The supply from it will be per- 
petual and sure. There is nothing to be 
trusted like a habit. 

"3. — Simplicity. It is intelligible by every 
one, and will commend itself even to little 
children. 
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« 4. — Moderation. Eetuming frequently, it calls, 
of course, at each time for comparatiyelj 
little. Thus it meets the convenience of 
all. ' If thou hast much give plenteouslj, 
if thou hast little do thy diligence gladly to 
give of that little.' 

'* 5. — Inexpensiveness. It costs nothing for 
agencies and is encumbered with no officers. 

** 6. — Sobriety. It makes no exciting appeals ; 
and creates no heat to be followed by a 
more than corresponding coldness. It is 
the oozing of the water from the rock that 
fills the springs. It is the gentle dropping 
of the dew that clothes the vales with 
verdure. 

'' It is not, my Friends, for the sake of increasing 
our collections tbat I bring these thoughts before 
you, but for the good of those who, by reflecting on 
them, may be encouraged to give. 

" Hitherto, as far as amount goes, the offertory in 
our Church has been well supported, but there are 
not a few of the Parishioners who concern themselves 
but little about it. They do not think of the purpose 
to which the offertory is applied, which are briefly 
these two : The maintenance of the Service of God's 
House, and the comfort and welfare of the sick, the 
poor, and the aged. If all thought of this, all would 
give, and those who go to Church only in the after- 
noons would feel they missed an opportunity of join- 
ing in this act of Christian Fellowship. 

''I wish that both the youngest and the poorest, 
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at least occasionally, dropped some offering into the 
Alms' Bag, for the House of their God, and for their 
Brethren's sake ; offering with the same sort of feel- 
ing as thej suppose the widow had, who gave her 
mite at the gate of the Temple, and rememhering 
such sayings as these : — that * God accepts according 
to what a man hath,' that * He loveth a cheerful giver,* 
and ' that it is more blessed to giye than to receive.' 

" I remain, 

" Tour faithful Friend and Pastor, 
''R. F. W." 
"January, 1865." 

" The Weekly Offertory. 

" Mt Deas FKiEin)s, 

"Last month I tried to set before you some of the 
general principles on which the practice of a weekly 
offertory is founded, and which are applicable to all 
places and all times of the Church. 

" This month it is my purpose to draw your atten- 
tion to some peculiar circumstances which make it 
especially applicable to us in these days and in this 
place. 

*< Bownhams Church, as you all know, is not like 
the old Parish Churches of our land, an inheritance 
which has been handed down to the inhabitants from 
generation to generation, neither is it the joint work 
of a whole population who felt their need of a Church, 
and all united their efforts to supply one ; but it is a 
gift ; the free and noble gift of one individuaL Have 
you ever really considered how great a gift it is ? The 



THE WEEKLY OFFEBTOBY. 73 

Church itself with all its appurtenances, the Parson- 
age, the School ; the establishment of a resident min- 
ister; the perpetual daily worship of our God and 
Saviour, and all the fulness of Church privileges and 
blessings which the Sunday Services bring ; all this, 
I say, is a gift to this place, a gift to you, the inha- 
bitants of this place and neighbourhood. And the 
same spirit which prompted the first offering has 
caused that all the arrangements and customs of the 
Church are such as to make the gift as full, free, and 
unshackled as possible : * without money and without 
price* is all freely bestowed. 

'^ Is it too much to expect that those who have thus 
freely received should be ever ready freely to give ? 

*'And a Church and Parochial establishment so 
circumstanced must look to the free-will offerings 
of those who benefit by it. 

''It is impossible in most cases, and certainly it 
would have been so in this, for private munificence 
to make the same adequate provision for the main- 
tenance of the Clergy, and of the worship of the 
Church, which is generally secured by law to the 
ancient ecclesiastical foundations of our land; and 
thus it is, that in these latter days, we find ourselves 
in some respects returning to the more primitive state 
of things, before the State became a nursing, mother 
to the Church, and when she depended for her means 
of usefulness on the alms of the faithful. 

'' Yery accurate accounts have come down to us of 
the rules and arrangements of the Ancient Church 
about these offerings. 

''From them we learn that of old times the custom 
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was, that the offerings of the people, after having 
been solemnly dedicated to the Service of God, by 
being presented on His Altar, were divided into three 
parts. One portion was devoted to the relief of the 
poor and destitute, especially of widows, for whom, as 
you know, a provision of this sort was made even in 
the days of the Apostles themselves > for we read in 
the 6th Chapter of the Acts that a dispute about the 
distribution of these funds led to the institution of 
the order of Deacons, whose special charge it was to 
distribute the Alms to the poor. Another portion 
was devoted to the maintenance of the fabric and the 
necessary expenses of Divine Service ; while the third 
was reserved for the support of the Clergy. And so 
liberal were the offerings, that when in process of 
time the Church was endowed with lands and posses- 
sions, some of her greatest Bishops were found to 
protest, that they had rather live upon the oblations 
of the people of God, than undergo the care and trou- 
ble of these possessions. 

*' Space does not allow me to add more, but I may 
perhaps at some future time return to the subject. 
Meanwhile, commending the example of the early 
Christians to your consideration and imitation, 

•* I remain, your faithful friend and Pastor, 

« E. F. W." 
"February, 1865/' 
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BECEIPTS. 



3 



8. 

7 



d. 
2 



19 
6 



7 6 7i 



In hand 

By 57 Offertories, 

from 4th April, 

to 16th April . 117 14 9 
„ Private Ck>m- 
munions 
Alms' box . 
Special Collection 

for Organ 
Special Offertory 

on Harvest 

Thanksgiving 

Day for Addi- 
tional Curates 

Society . 
Special Offertory 

for Freemantle 

Church . 
„ for Rown- 

hams School . 




8i 



27 10 8 



17 4 li 



11 6i 



£185 8 6 



FAYHENTS. 

£ 8, d. 

Alms to poor and 

sick . . . 84 14 6 

Elements, Sacra- 
mental wine .230 

Coals and Coke .580 

Candles . . 5 10 4 

Mrs. Camell, care 

of Church . .700 

Brushes, flannel, 
oil,&c. . 1 8 6i 

Care of churchyard, 
stove, and bell .850 

Washing surplices 10 6 

Visitation fees . 15 

Printing . . 15 

Gratuities . . 1 10 

Salary of Organist 
and Choirmaster 25 

Books for use of 

Choir . . 16 4 

Spent on Parish Li- 
brary . .088 

Repairs of stove, 
gates, &c. . .408 

Seats and desks in 
Chancel for Choir 
boys . 

Removing large 
plinth and put- 
ting new base to 
Pont 



Given 
fund 



to Organ 



» 



27 



» 



» 



Additional 

Curates 

fund . 
Freemantle 

Church. 17 
Rownhams 

School 

funds 



In hand 



13 16 

2 9 
7 5 7* 



10 8 

4 li 



. 11 





6i 


178 

. 7 


1 

7 


5 

1 


£185 


8 


6 
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From this time the amount of our Offertories 
has not varied much. Special circumstances may 
have caused occasionally an increase or diminu- 
tion in the sum ; but taking the accounts of the 
seven years from 1865 to 1871 inclusive, and 
striking an average, I find the amount to be 
£187 13s. lOd. yearly. 

It should be observed that the accounts are 
regularly made up and printed every year at 
Easter. 

To this sum of £187 13s. lOd. should be added, 
in taking account of the Alms of the Parish, the 
subscriptions to the School, averaging £36 8s. 7d. 
a-year ; to the Convalescent Home, averaging £45 
a-year; and the sum collected for mission pur- 
poses, at meetings and in other ways, exclusive of 
the Offertory, averaging £48 lis. 6d. All toge- 
ther making a yearly total of £317 13s. lid. 

With respect to the collections for Missions, 
one cannot but feel that if every parish in Eng- 
land would do as much, the S. P. G. would not 
be so sadly hampered in its work for lack of 
funds. 



CHAPTEB VI. 

Harvest Thanksgivings and Church 
Dbdication Festivals. 

"DESIDES the regular festivals and lioly sea- 
sons of the Christian year, two days have 
been much observed among us^ and celebrated 
with high and joyful Services, namely, our Har- 
vest Thanksgiving-days, and the Anniversaries of 
the Dedication of the Church. 

We have no record of our first Harvest Home, 
which was kept on September 15, 1863, as we 
had not then started our Parochial Chronicle, the 
Magazine; but in September 1864 I find the 
following invitation : — 

" To the Parishioners of Eownham8» 

" My Dear Fbiekds, 

''Another Hardest is over; once more the Crops 
sent to support and cheer us through the coming 
year, have been for the most part safely carried, and 
again I invite you to join me in God's House, in 
giving thauks and praise to Him for His manifold 
mercies vouchsafed during the ingathering of the 
fruits of this season. We purpose, Ood willing, to 



78 HABTEST THANKSOIYINGS 

observe Tuesday the 6tli as a Day of Thanksgiving 
to Almighty God for this Harvest. 

** The Holy Communion, the Church's great and 
chief Thanksgiving Service, will be celebrated at 8 
A«M. : there will be the usual Morning Prayer at 10, 
and Afternoon Service with a Sermon at 1.30, to 
which I earnestly invite all who are able to come. 

'' And as you know that Thanksgiving is incomplete 
without Thankoffering, you will all, I trust, come to 
Church prepared to give liberally to the Collection 
which will be made at both the special Services for 
the same object as last year, viz. to assist in send- 
ing into our Lord's own Harvest Field, the labourers 
who are so sorely needed, in order that the precious 
crop which He has bought and nourished with His 
own Blood may not be lost for lack of reapers. 

'' But in the Bible, and indeed in the customs of all 
nations, occasions of common joy and public thanks- 
giving are usually coupled with Feasting, and there- 
fore I am very glad to be able (through the kind libe- 
rality of various members of our congregation) again 
this year to invite all the labouring population of our 
Parish (excepting those for whom Harvest Suppers 
have been provided separately by their own masters) 
to a dinner, which will take place, by Mrs. Colt's kind 
permission, in Eownhams Park, immediately after the 
Church Service, at which we shall, please God, once 
more meet to rejoice together in the good things pro- 
vided for us abundantly by our Heavenly Father. 

"The rest of the day will be kept as a Holiday, 
and I venture to hope and believe that we shall all 
remember that we began the day with a Beligious 
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Service, and therefore shall be very careful that our 
subsequent conduct is in accordance with that be- 
ginning. 

"lam, 

"Tour faithful Friend and Servant in Christ, 

" E. F. W." 
" Rownhams Parsonage, September 1, 1864." 

In the next month was printed an account of 

the day's proceedings, written by a distinguished 

Visitor * : — 

" Our Harvest Home, 

"The following letter, written by a Visitor from 
another Parish, who was present at our Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service and Feast last month, will, we 
feel sure, be received with interest, and may help to 
keep in our remembrance the joys and pleasures as 
well as the graver thoughts of that day, better per- 
haps than we could do it for ourselves : — 

" My Deas . . . . , 
"Do you remember those beautiful lines of Scott's : — 

" * Our work is over, over now, 

The goodman wipes his weary brow ; 
The last long wain wends slow away, 
And we are firee to sport and play. 

" * When night comes on, and sets the sun. 
When labour ends, and day is done, 
When Autumn's gone and Winter's come, 
We hold our jovial Harvest Home.' 

— These lines, with their sweet, almost sad cadence, 
• Miss Yonge, Author of " Heir of Redcl^ffe," &c. 
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have been much in mv mind of late, while I have 
been looking on at the Bownhams Harvest Home — 
a feast that has been all the more hearty and happy 
from the blessing of those thankworthy showers which 
have revived the grass, just as we had begun to feel 
what it was to be a thirsty land. 

*' The proceedings of this happy day began at 8 a.m., 
with the Communion Eeast, that thus the rejoicings 
might not be without the offering of the highest act 
of Thanksgiving. 

'' There was ordinary morning service at 10 a.h., 
but it was at 1.30 p.m. that the full festal gathering 
of old and young took place within the little Church, 
which was full to overflowing, and suitably decked 
with the fruits of the season. Two miniature sheaves 
crossed one another on the Altar, a wreath of corn 
mixed with vine-leaves and scarlet geraniums adorned 
the font, and on the candlesticks at the entrance of 
the chancel, hung rich clusters of purple grapes, 
bringing to mind the higher and deeper purpose to 
which corn and wine are consecrated, hallowing all 
our food. Lower down the Church, the bearded bar- 
ley, and the festooned hop, put us in mind of the 
goodly homely uses of Harvest cheer, making glad 
the heart of man; and the dancing oat, the most 
graceful of our grains, was not forgotten. 

'^ I should think no one present could forget the 
thrill, when to the sound of the beautiful Hymn — 

'' ' Lord of the Harvest, once again 

We thank Thee for the ripened grain,'— 

two noble sheaves, with all their glorious wealth of 



I 
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■^drooping ears, were carried up the Church, and re- 
eeived at the altar-step bj two of the officiating 
* clergymen, and by them placed within the altar-rail, 
> Almost forming an archway over the gate. 
S Y " I believe these sheaves will furnish the Eucharistie 
Bread during the coming year. 

^" After this, the Evening Service proceeded. Da- 
vid's Harvest Psalm, the 65th, came from our hearts, 
and was well followed by the account in the First 
Lesson of the Offering of the Pirst Pruits by the 
people of Israel, as described in the 25th chapter of 
Deuteronomy. There was a deeper chord struck 
in the Second Lesson, part of Rev. xiv., with the 
trumpet note, * Put ye in the sickle, for the Harvest 
of the earth is come ;' and as we looked up at the Text 
over the Altar, ' He shall gather the wheat into His 
garner/ it was with a trembling of awe in the midst 
of our joyfulness, as we thought of being ourselves 
the Harvest in God's acre, * when the white-winged 
reapers come.' 

"The Sermon dwelt on the close connection be- 
tween the religious and agricultural feasts of the 
Jews, and carried us on through all the ' sweet holy 
thoughts supplied by seed-time and by Harvest-tide.' 
The last point dwelt on, was the similarity between, 
the natural and spiritual Harvest, and how, both with 
the ground and with the heart, the hand of man is 
required to break up the fallow ground, and prepare 
it for the reception of the good seed. This was to 
remind us of the Additional Curates' Eund, to which 
the offerings of the day are to be applied, not to any 
local purpose, it being the very essence of a thank- 

G 
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offering that it should not be spent on anything for 
ourselves. 

" The Service over, out we came into the soft shady 
afternoon ; the band struck up merrily, the procession 
was formed, and off marched all the labouring folk to 
dine in a tent, in kind Mrs. Colt's Park. And such 
a tent! There was the motto, * Peace and Plenty,* 
over the entrance, in large letters formed of ears of 
wheat, upon a ground of soft purple heather, a beau- 
tiful contrast of colour, and above it a beauteous crown, 
with long- whiskered barley forming the cross and the 
top, and graceful oats for the jewels, with a festoon of 
hops drooping in the centre. 

''Three long tables within, shewed me a vista of 
happy faces, busily employed over smoking joints of 
meat, which I was informed had been cooked in 
various neighbouring kitchens, but which appeared 
on the table as hot as if they had only just come up- 
stairs. The eaters, however, can give a better account 
of this part of the proceedings, as I was only one 
of the lookers-on, who sat upon the grass till we 
gathered round the entrance of the tent to catch the 
songs that succeeded the dinner, and to hear some of 
the speeches. That of Mr. Wilson will be long re- 
membered, when he told the men that he would trust 
the beer to their honour, and leave it to their own 
discretion to take care that they behaved themselves 
as sober Christian men. The faces, as well as the 
sounds, were assurance enough that such trust was 
not in vain. Indeed, no one held by the tent after 
the meal was over, except the elderly men, who en- 
joyed a quiet pipe. They had one table to them- 
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selves, while the younger ones betook themselves to 
games, or to looking on at games ; and races were run 
under every possible disadvantage, in sacks, over 
hurdles, with wheelbarrows, blindfolded, &c., perhaps 
the quaintest of all being that for the young damsels, 
who were required to run with an egg in a spoon. 
I am glad to say the egg was hard boiled. 

" Meantime two tables were cleared, and seven tea- 
boards were set out, where there was an inexhaustible 
supply of tea, cake, and bread-and-butter, for all 
sexes and ages. This tea-drinking lasted all through 
the sports and the dancing, for relays of guests con- 
stantly replaced one another, and all seemed to enjoy 
it extremely. 

" Darkness came on at last, and this was the signal 
for sending up a couple of fire-balloons, which, how- 
ever, seemed hardly aware of what was required of 
them, for they sailed away on the wind before they 
had been sufficiently admired, instead of floating over 
our heads and consuming themselves before our eyes. 
Perhaps it was a hint that it was time to say * Good 
night,' at any rate it was so received by the merry- 
making folk, who melted quickly and quietly away 
out of the Park. By nine o'clock all was quiet, and 
nothing remained but memories of unmixed pleasure 
of the 6th of September, 1864. 

" Tours, &c., 

"A LOOKEE-OIT. 

**The sum collected for the Additional Curates' 
Society amounted to £27 10s. 8d." 

The following particulars as to the supply of 
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provisions, arrangements for cooking, and ex- 
pense of the Harvest-home Feast may be inter- 
esting to some. 

The tent was 80 ft. long and 22 ft. wide. There 
were three rows of tables reaching down the 
whole length of the tent, each table formed of 
three 9 in. boards, making a width of 2 ft. 3 in. ; 
a space of 4 ft. was left between the tables. The 
high table ran across one end. 

The provisions consisted of — 

lbs. 

7 pieces of roasting beef, averaging 20 lbs. = 1'40 

8 legs of mutton, averaging 10 lbs. . . „ 80 
2 fillets of veal, averaging 12^ lbs. . . „ 25 
Beef and veal for pies, 12^ lbs. of each . „ 25 

270 

Suet for puddings 30 

300 

11 gallons of bread, 
4 ,, flour, for puddings. 
14 lbs. of currants. 
14 „ raisins. 
10 „ moist sugar. 

1 „ candied peel, 
i „ spice. 

60 eggs. 
3^ lbs. of tea. 
10 „ loaf sugar. 
4 „ butter. 

2 bushels of potatoes. 
Carrots, turnips, and cabbages. 
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The cooking was distributed among the neigh- 
bouring kitchens, Rownhams House taking the 
lion's share, viz. 4 pieces of roast beef, and all 
the puddings; another undertook 2 roast beefs, 
and 2 legs of mutton; another, 2 roast veals, 

2 legs of mutton, and a veal pie ; another 1 roast 
beef, 1 leg of mutton, and a beef pie ; another, 

3 legs of mutton ; and another undertook to sup- 
ply and cook potatoes and vegetables. 

The beer provided was 30 gallons at Is., and 
44^ at Is. 4d. ; a 4^ gallon cask was returned 
unopened. 

About 200 dined. 

The subscriptions amounted to £31 7s. Od., con- 
tributed in sums varying from £4 to 5s. The 
expenses were : — 









£ 8. 


d. 


Meat 


• 


1 • 


11 6 


3 


Beer 


• 


• • 


4 2 


4 


Hire and putting up of tent-tables 


, seats, &c 


. 4 17 


6 


Band 


• 


• 


2 15 





Hire of crockery and glass 


1 . 


1 6 





Prizes 


• 4 


. 


1 3 





Groceries for puddings 


• 


• 


1 3 


2 


Tea and sugar 


• « 


. 


15 


1 


Bread and flour . 


• 


■ • 


15 





Butter 


• • 


• 


5 





Cheese, pepper, &c. 


• • • 

Carried forward 


16 


3 




£29 4 


7 
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Brought forwa/rd 
Tobacco, 88. ; pipes, Is. 
18 yards for table-cloths 
Washing table-cloths 
Hire of copper, &c. 
Helpers in dishing-up, &c 
Beer for men putting up tent 



£ 


8, 


d. 


29 


4 


7 





9 








15 








2 


6 





1 


9 





4 


6 





2 






30 19 4 



Balance given to some who could not 
come on account of illness 



7 8 
£31 7 



In 1865, the 6th of September was observed in 
the same manner, and the Magazine for October 
contains a short notice of it. 

*^To the Parishioners of Rownhams, 

" Deae Pbiends, 

" Our third Harvest Home has been successfully 
and happily kept, and as last month I expressed 
a hope that no evil or scandal might arise from the 
festive part of its celebration, I am glad and thankful 
now to be able to say, that I have good reason to 
hope there was nothing of the kind. All were happy, 
cheerful, contented, and well-conducted. As long as 
our people can thus be merry and wise, we may, 
I think, consider the Harvest Home as one of our 
Parochial Institutions, and look forward to meeting 
year by year in the same way ; those of us, I mean^ 
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who are spared, and whose work here is still going 
on. And may each such meeting find us more for- 
ward with our life's work, and more ready for the 
great Harvest Home, of which we are thus so con- 
tinually and vividly reminded, when we shall be, not 
the reapers, but ourselves the sheaves, carried by 
God's Reapers safe to His everlasting and blessed 
storehouse. 

*'Tour faithful Friend and Pastor, 
'*R. P. W." 

And the following Fairy Tale : — 

"^ Fairy Tale. 

" A FAiET had wandered one moonlight night, 

She had flown from the West and lost her way, 
But at last she paused in her airy flight. 
And folded her wings toward the break of day. 

" On a moonlight lawn she stopped to rest, 
Where mingled holly and arbutus grew, 
A velvet turf her light feet pressed. 
And a vision of beauty met her view. 

" For a Church was there, and the moon's soft ray, 
Through painted windows streaming fair. 
Shewed that 'twas decked for some holy day, 

With bunches of grapes, and with flow'rets rare. 

" And there, in the holiest place of all, 
Two little sheaves on the altar lay ; 
So the fairy watched to see what would befall 
In this peaceful spot at the dawn of day. 
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" The sweet sound of the bell was heard at mom ; 
At the Altar stood the stolid Priest, 
And an offering pure to Heaven was borne ; 
But I may not speak of that solemn Feast. 

** For who can tell of the Blessing sent, 

Of the awful meeting of Earth and Heaven, 
Of men's Thanksgiving with Seraphs' blent, 
Of the Food of Angels to mortals given. 

" But when noontide was past, a joyous throng 
Came flocking to Church from far and near ; 
Matrons and sires, and old and young, 

With stalwart men who had worked through 
the year. 

'^ And now in the distance, a holy strain 

Was borne on the breeze ; it was faint awhile. 
Then swelled on the ear, as a white-robed train 
Came, solemnly chanting, up the aisle. 

" The pastors who tend that flock came last. 

And before them two sheaves aloft were borne — 
The thank-offering glad for mercies past — 
Two noble sheaves of the first-ripe corn. 

'* To the Priest they were given, as of yore, 
In Zion's Temple by God's command, 
When the faithful children of Israel bore 
To Him the first-ripe fruits of their land. 
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" And then low on the footstep of the Throne 
"Were laid the first-fruits thus freely given ; 
No longer for earthly food alone, 

But to be by His touch made Bread from Heaven. 

'* Anon the jubilant chorus of Praise 

Eings joyfully out from the Nave and Choir, 
As the selfsame Harvest Anthem they raise 

Which of old was sung to King David's lyre: — 

" * Thou hast come down to see Thy land, 
And poured out plenty with full Hand ; 
The river of the Lord runs o'er, 
Hath bless'd our fields, will bless our store. 
Thine own glad year Thy bounties crown, 
Thy paths in Heaven drop fatness down ; 
The vales are wrapt in golden grain, 
They shout for joy, they sing amain.' 

"When the Service was ended, the Park close by 
Was thronged by the people, both great and small ; 
A tent had been pitched for the company. 

Where plenteous good cheer was provided for all. 

" Eight merrily there the Feast was held. 
And many a song was sung with glee ; 
And the Fairy, unseen, the sports beheld. 
And laughed as she watched their revelry. 

" But the sun went down, and the shades of night 
Bid old and young to their homes repair ; 
So on gossamer wings she resumed her flight, 
While she whispered these words to the silent 
air: — 
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"*Oli happy the place where, with one glad voice. 

Such sweet Harvest-songs of Thanksgiving arise ; 
Where gentle and simple together rejoice ; 

Where folks can be merry, though sober and 
wise. 

For the right understanding of the 9th, 10th, 
and 11th verses of this poem, it should be stated 
that it is customary for our two churchwardens, 
who are also the principal farmers in the parish, 
to offer each of them at this Thanksgiving Service 
a sheaf of their best wheat. These sheaves are 
carried in procession, and placed within the rails 
before the Altar, where they remain till the de- 
corations are removed, when, together with all 
the rest of the wheat employed in the church, 
they are sent to be ground, and the flour pro- 
duced from them is used for making the Sacra- 
mental Bread throughout the year. 

It is a singular circumstance, that the supply 
of flour thus procured has just sufficed for the 
year's use : more than once it has happened that 
the last of the flour of one year has been used to 
make the loaf for the Harvest Thanksgiving Ser- 
vice of the following year. In which case, of 
course, a few Sundays were unprovided for, and 
other bread had to be used until the corn of the 
newly- offered first-fruits could be ground and 
sent home for use. 
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No special notice occurs of the Harvest Home 
of 1866; but in 1867 some disorderliness began 
to creep in to the festivities, of wtich notice is 
taken in the following letter in the month of 
October : — 

*^ To the Parishioners of Rownhams* 

" Mr DEAB Peiends, 

" I think we may all congratulate one another on 
our Harvest Thanksgiving and Feast. It was not as 
last year, when a dull day and heavy rain neither kept 
people from Church, nor from being merry afterwards 
at the Feast. This year everything favoured us. It 
was a great pleasure to me to meet you all once more 
on so joyous an occasion ; and it was a greater satis- 
faction than you perhaps can suppose, to have one 
whom I have known and loved for more than thirty 
years speaking words of counsel to my people in the 
honoured office to which he has been called. 

^' Amid the many calls and anxious duties of that 
holy office, it was at great personal inconvenience 
that the Bishop of Salisbury came to preach our Har- 
vest Sermon, and I therefore rather hope that his 
words may rest in our hearts, and bear fruit. ^ 

** But there is one matter connected with the day's 
proceedings which was not quite satisfactory, and in 
which, according to the saying * Live and Learn,' 
I hope we may make some improvement next time. ^ 

" The case is this : when a company is asked to an 
entertainment, those who entertain desire to see all 
who are asked ; but the presence of guests who have 
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not been asked, is a perplexing and disturbing tbing. 
I think, too, tbat there is a little misunderstanding 
about the matter. The tent is not a Public -house, 
for any to come to who choose. If it were, we should 
expect those who came to pay the reckoning. !N"or 
is it intended when a man and his wife are asked by 
name, that they should bring two or three children 
besides. This is not fair by those who make pro- 
vision for the feast, and I mention it, because I wish 
you to know that it was not our fault if the provisions 
ran short. I know that nearly 50 lbs. of meat extra 
were provided this year, and yet not a scrap was left 
but the bones, and no wonder, for I believe there were 
thirty or more at the table who had no invitation. 

" We must guard against this another year. We 
don't want unbidden guests ; and if such will thrust 
themselves in, they must not be surprised if they are 
thrust out. A few plain words like these, and a little 
more care about our arrangements in the tent, will 
set this right. 

" And now we have another joyous festival to look 
forward to, viz. the Anniversary of our Church's Dedi- 
cation, on the 25th of this month. 

" The blessings for which we shall, on that day, 
please God, meet to give thanks with joy and glad- 
ness, are purely spiritual ; the setting-up amidst us of 
the House of God, with all the unspeakable blessings 
which flow from the abiding presence of our Lord 
amongst us. Surely our Thanksgivings for such mer- 
cies ought to be at least as hearty as those for the 
supply of our bodily food. And in order to make it 
easier for all to take some part in them, I propose 
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this year, instead of an Afternoon Service on that 
day, to have Evening Service at 7 o'clock. This will 
enable labouring folk to attend when their day's work 
is over, and as there will be a Collection at both Ser- 
vices for the support of the National School, there will 
be an opportunity for all those whose children have 
had the benefit of the School, to make some offering, 
according to their means, towards its maintenance. 

** I remain, 
" Your faithful Priend and Pastor, 

I did not then contemplate giving up the Feast, 
although I had some anxious thoughts about it ; 
but in the following year the Thanksgiving Ser- 
vice was celebrated in church on August 27, 
without the festivities afterwards. The reasons 
for this appear in the following paper from the 
Magazine of September, 1868 : — 

" To the Parishioners of Rownhams. 

" My dear Peiends, 
** God has granted us to see another Harvest. "We 
come to this Harvest, not as to the last ; we are all 
a year older. Another year with all its opportunities 
of grace has been added to our account. Whether 
we have wasted or used those opportunities, all have 
these twelve months for which to answer. Some 
may feel tokens not to be mistaken, that they are not 
likely to see another Harvest : that before this season 
comes round again, the sickle will, in all human pro- 
bability, have been put in for them, and they gathered 
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into the gamer-house of God's love ; or, alas ! if not 
there, into * the wine-press of the wrath of God.* — 
Rev. xiv. 19. 

" So, with its rejoicings, Harvest is a grave season, 
and we do well to celebrate ifcs close by a solemn 
assembling of ourselves together before God, with 
thanks and praise for His mercies, and with serious 
thoughts and words of prayer, both for the past and 
for what is to come. 

" This we tried to do, as you know, on the 27th of 
last month, and never was our Harvest-Thanksgiving 
Service more hearty. The full attendauce was cause 
of thankfulness, and removed a fear, which I confess 
had crossed my mind, that the Lord of the Harvest 
might have seen our people less willing to come and 
thank Him for His gifts because there was no feast 
to follow. Truly it was a comfort to see no cause for 
the sad reproach, * Te seek Me, not because ye have 
seen My miracles of bounty, but because ye did eat, 
and were filled.' 

"But as we came out of Church on that bright 
afternoon, I could not help regretting that we were 
all to disperse at the Church door, instead of meet- 
ing again to feast and rejoice together in God's good 
gifts. And as others may have had the same regret, 
and perhaps wondered at the change, which I had 
not opportunity to explain beforehand, I wish now 
to give some reasons for it. 

" And first it must be observed, that owing to one of 
the Farms having changed hands, there are now only 
two of our Farmers who wish to join in this Parish 
entertainment. The others seem to prefer having 
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private suppers for their own men. Hence we cannot 
(while they are of this mind) make it really a Paro- 
chial Harvest-home. 

" But next, I was informed that some of our last 
year's guests were not quite satisfied with the arrange- 
ments. They wished, not unnaturally, to keep up the 
evening's enjoyment a little later. They did not per- 
haps consider, that though this may be safely done in 
a private entertainment, yet where you have a large 
mixed party of 200 people, therb is always risk of rude 
and disorderly behaviour after dark. And this is 
almost sure to ocdur when strangers intrude into 
the company, without invitation, and help themselves 
freely to provisions prepared for others. This, I am 
afraid, was the case at our last year's Feast, and until 
all see the necessity of strict regulations, both as to 
numbers and hours, we cannot safely have a general 
Parish entertainment. 

^'I have also reason to fear that after our party 
broke up, some (I trust not of our own people) ad- 
journed to the Public-house, and kept up a late ca- 
rouse there. It is hard to get at the truth about 
such things, but your Clergymen ought not to be 
forward in promoting amusements in which there is 
risk of this sort. 

" However, after all, I do not see that it need be 
considered that we give up our former practice. That 
rests with yourselves. I am ready to do what I can 
for the enjoyment of all, provided I can have some 
security. that people will be * merry and wise.' 

" I remain, 
'* Your faithful Friend and Pastor, 

" B. F. W.'' 
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The Feast has not since been resumed, but the 
Church Service has lost nothing of its heartiness, 
and the first-fruits sheaves seem to grow in size 
and weight every year. 

The Ofiertories and Collections made at these 
Services during the seven years amount to £117 
16s. 8d., averaging £16 16s. 8d. each year. 

They are given alternately to the Society for 
providing Additional Curates in Populous Places, 
and to the Society for Augmenting the Stipends 
of Poor Curates. 



There is not so much to tell of our Church 
Dedication Festivals. The first of which we have 
any record was that of Oct. 25, 1864. The letter 
concerning it, which appeared in November, 1864, 
with the extracts which follow, will serve as sam- 
ples of the manner of its observance. 

'* Our Dedication Festival, 

" Deab Me. Editor, 

** As I observed that last month you admitted into 
your pages the letter of a stranger who had been 
present at the Harvest Thanksgiving Service at Rown- 
hams, will you allow another stranger to mention the 
impressions conveyed by the recent Festival in com- 
memoration of the consecration of the Parish Church. 

" The 25th of October was a still and lovely day, 
and though the 'fading chaplet of the year* hung 
all around us, it shed no gloom at Sownhams as 
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we all assembled to keep the 9th Anniversary of the 
Dedication of St. John's Church. 

" Very beautiful, and in the truest taste, were the 
decorations with which loving hearts and skilful hands 
had decked it, for the very best that remained of 
summer's flowers, the very relics of Eden's bowers, 
were unsparingly bestowed, and allowed to bear their 
sweet unconscious part to the glory of their Maker. 
The Service was heart-stirring : a goodly company of 
white-robed priests flUed the chancel, the chants and 
hymns were well performed and heartily joined in; 
but what most of all pleased me, was the full-toned 
and united response which followed the prayers, and 
which far more than the most perfect singing in 
the world, tends to lift up our hearts, and keep 
them there. 

" Of Dr. Moberly's sermon I need not say much ; 
to those who were not present it would be impossible 
to convey an idea of it, while those who heard it will 
not soon forget an address which was listened to 
throughout the Church with such stillness as seemed 
plainly to say there was not one present who could 
bear to lose a single word. The text, ' Make to your- 
selves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness,* 
no doubt took some by surprise, as seeming at flrst 
sight hardly so suitable to the occasion as others 
which might have been chosen ; but the beautiful and 
lucid explanation which followed, soon shewed its 
appropriateness, and though not put exactly into 
words, no one could fail to perceive that one leading 
thought in the preacher's mind was of the number of 
* I'riends' of the best and truest sort, made by * that 

H 
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good man or that good woman,' whose mammon of 
unrighteousness had been spent in building a Church, 
and thereby providing for the spiritual necessities 
of many. 

^' The Alms collected at the offertory amounted, as 
I was afterwards informed, to £11 Os. 5id. 

" After Service was over, all the old men and women 
of the parish who could number their 60 years, dined 
in the school-room, with the Parson and Church- 
wardens, and a very pleasant chatty dinner it seemed 
to be. A walk round the parsonage-garden, followed 
by tea in the house, passed the time pleasantly away 
till afternoon Service at 4 o'clock, and the festivities 
of the day were concluded with a hot supper in the 
evening, for the men and bojs forming the Church 
Choir, recently organized, but whose progress during 
80 short a time bears testimony to their excellent 
teaching, and gives them every possible encourage- 
ment to hold together, and persevere in the good 
work they have undertaken. 

^'Altogether, it struck me as a day which might 
well send all who took part in it home, cheered and 
refreshed, and ready for more hearty and self-denying 
work for Him to whose honour alone Churches are 
built and dedicated, and whose abiding life-giving 
Presence is the sanctifying element* which hallows 
both the outward building, and still more the souls 
and bodies of those who, having been consecrated as 
His Temples in Baptism, are striving so to live that 
nothing may drive that Presence from them. 

*' Yours, &c., 

" A Constant Bsadsb." 
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It had been the custom to have afternoon ser- 
vice at 4 ; this we changed in 1867 to evening 
service. The alteration was prepared for by the 
following letter, dated November, 1866. 

" To the Parishioners of Rownhams. 

<'My deab Fbisnds, 

" We have been permitted once more to keep our 
Dedication Feast with joy and gladness, and great 
cause is there for ever-growing thankfulness, as year 
by year the happy day comes round which first saw 
your Church finished, and solemnly consecrated to the 
service of God. Eor what is the Dedication of a new 
Church, but a visible token and assurance of our 
Lord's Presence in the place where it is set up ; of 
His coming, not 'a6 a wayfaring man to tarry for 
a night,' but to make His abode with us, in such 
a manner as that He may henceforth be found, day 
by day, of all who with earnest humble hearts have 
faith to seek Him. 

"Whatever therefore of joy and blessing, of 'peace 
on earth and goodwill toward men,' His coming first 
brought into this world, that, in its measure and de- 
gree, is brought to every place where His visible 
Church is set up, to be a token of His Presence, and 
a means of access to Him. 

" Therefore, too, is the Dedication of a Church in 
a special manner a day of rejoicing for the poor. 
When He was on earth, He Himself proclaimed that 
He was come *to preach the Gospel to the poor;' 
it was not first or chiefly the rich, the great, or the 
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educated, whom He came to seek, but the poor, the 
lowly, the ignorant, the little ones. Por them His 
Church still cares, they are her special treasure ; and 
in proportion as they know their blessedness, will 
they rejoice and give thanks for the gift thus bestowed 
upon them. 

^* On this account it is that I would gladly see 
a fuller and more hearty attendance of our poorer 
neighbours at our Dedication Eeast. I would fain have 
every one in the parish feel that it is a day which 
concerns himself; a day which commemorates a great 
and special mercy of God to him individually, and 
gives him an opportunity to return special thanks for 
it. And in order to bring this opportunity more within 
reach of all, I think it is a thing to consider whether 
it might not be better to have a late evening, instead 
of afternoon service, so that those whose dailv necessi- 
ties make it hard for them to give up the working 
hours of the day, might at least join us in the House 
of Q-od when their day's work was over, and bear 
their part in the day's rejoicings* 

**In all Christian countries, the Anniversary of the 
Consecration of a Church has ever been observed as 
a holy solemnity. In some places the festival lasts 
for more than one day, and it is the custom for the 
scattered members of a family to make it an occasion - 
of meeting ; friends and acquaintances visit one an- 
other ; presents are given and received, and the same 
tokens of friendly regard and family affection are ob- 
served as we are accustomed to at Christmas: and 
with good reason, for without this day, or, rather, 
without the event which we celebrate on it, what 
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would the other great Christian Eeasts be to us? 
"What should we know of the true holy joy of Christ- 
mas, or Easter, or Ascension, or Whitsuntide, if we 
were living in a Church-less place, with no means of 
instruction, or opportunities for worship within our 
reach ? We might, indeed, make merry at Christmas, 
but it would be with a godless merriment, instead 
of * rejoicing,* as we are taught to do, ' in the Lord.' 

" Therefore, my friends, let us never grow cold in 
our celebration of the 25 th of October ; but as year 
by year we learn, by God's grace, more of the bless- 
ings which our good Lord has brought us in making 
us His own, so year by year let us all join, high and 
low, rich and poor, one with another, in thanking 
Him for that precious gift whereby we are brought 
near to Him, and made partakers of all the grace of 
His Gospel. 

** I remain, 
'* Tour faithful Priend and Pastor, 

"E. E. W." 

The followdng is the Notice for the Services of 
October 25th, 1869. 

" Notice, 

" Monday, the 25th, being the Fourteenth Anniver- 
sary of the Dedication of St. John's Church, there 
will be full Morning Service with Holy Communion 
at 11 o'clock. 

" Processional Hymn; * Onward, Christian Soldiers.* 

'^ Canticles, as usual. 
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" Psalms : to the Tonus Peregrinus, as in Eev. T. 
Helmore's Manual of Plain Song. 

" Anthem : * Give peace in our time, O Lord.' 

"Introit: Hymn 192. Tune, Oriel. 

" Preacher : Eev. George "Williams, Vicar of Eing- 
wood. 

" The Offertory will be given to the Funds of the 
School. 

"After Morning Service there will be dinner in 
the School-room, to which all Parishioners who have 
reached their 60th year are invited. 

" Evensong will be at 7. 

'' Canticles as usual. 

'^ Psalms: to an Anglican Chant. Monk and 
Ouseley's Psalter, No. 91. 

" Anthem : * O praise God in His Holiness.' 

"Before the Sermon, Hymn 191. Tune, St. John's. 

** Preacher: Eev. A. C. Blunt, Eector of Millbrook. 

*< Final Hymn 202. Tune, Cuddesdon. 

" A Collection will be made during the last Hymn." 



CHAPTEE VII. 

The School. 

AT its first opening, the School at Rownhams, 

which is a mixed one, was placed under a 

certificated Mistress, from the Training School 

at Salisbury, and this arrangement continued 

till Christmas, 1864. 

The condition of the School under this system, 
was however, when first I knew it, not very sa- 
tisfactory, and I was not sorry when the resig- 
nation of the Mistress then in charge, who was 
going to be married, gave me an opportunity for 
making a different arrangement, and putting the 
School under a Master, with an Assistant Mistress 
for the sewing and the little ones. 

It so happened that this was just the time 
when we were working up our Choir, and ex- 
pecting our Organ, so that there was the addi- 
tional inducement of having a man who could act 
as Organist and Choirmaster, as well as School- 
master. 

Application was made to the "Winchester Dio- 
cesan Training College, and on the high recom- 
mendation of the Principal, the Rev. C. Collier, 
Mr. J. H. Jones, a young man of great musical 
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ability, who had just completed his course of 
training, was engaged as our Master; and a re- 
spectable widow from the neighbouring parish 
of Hursley, well skilled in needle- work, under- 
took the joint offices of his housekeeper and 
Assistant Mistress. 

This plan worked admirably. Here is our 
Report at the end of the first year : — 

" Owr School Annals. Decemher, 1865. 

" The School year closes on the Slst of October, 
and as the accounts are then made up, to be in readi- 
ness for H. M. Inspector's visit, which may take 
place any day in November, it seems better to print 
them at once for the information of Subscribers and 
Parishioners, instead of waiting five months in order 
to print them at Easter, with the offertory and other 
Parish accounts. We propose, therefore, that the 
School accounts should this year, and in future, ap< 
pear in our December number ; and at the same 
time, some short notice may be added of the general 
working and success of the School during the year, 
together with a brief mention of any event of inter- 
est connected with it, in short a little record of the 
• Annals of the School.* 

'' Last December our paper was headed ' School 
Prospects,' and we then explained the occasion and 
the object of changing the arrangements of the School, 
by placing it under a Master, with an Assistant 
Mistress, instead of under a Mistress and a Pupil 
Teacher. 
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'' The change occasioned some extra expenses tbia 
last year which will not occur again. There wa» 
compensation to be made to the pupil teacher for ber 
transfer to another School ; and there were alterations 
to be made in the IScbool-bouse, to adapt it to the 
new arrangements, which, together with new paper- 
ing, &c., amounted to £12, so that our extra expenses 
this year have been £16. 

** Thanks to the liberality of two of our Parishion- 
ers, it will be seen by the account, that this has not 
only been all paid, but we have a balance of £8 2s. lid. 
in hand, to begin the year with. 

" It is gratifying to be able to add, that the new 
arrangements have worked most satisfactorily. The 
numbers admitted into the School, since Mr. Jones 
entered on the charge, have been fifty -five. The 
average attendance has much increased, as will be 
seen by the increase in the sum of School-pence re- 
ceived in the year, which amounts to £25 15s. Od. ; 
whereas in the year ending October 31, 1864, it was 
£15 128. 9id. 

*' The needlework department has certainly not 
sufiered by the change ; it is decidedly in a more 
satisfactory state than before, and both the neatness 
of the work, and the quantity done, were specially 
noticed and commended by the Inspector. 

"It is hoped that the general improvement in order 
and discipline, has not been unnoticed by the Parents, 
and especially the greater quiet and propriety of the 
children's behaviour in Church. 

"All we can wish is, that the work may go on pros- 
perously, and that the improvement in the course of 



106 



THE SCHOOL. 



next year may be as marked as that of the year which 
has just closed. > 

" The following are the names of those who during 
the past year have left School for service, with ex- 
cellent characters, and are doing well in their sereral 
situations : — 

"Jessie Fipoed, Lewis Cabey, 

"Thomas Potts, William Beazieb." 

SCHOOL ACCOUNT. 
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). 
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£ 


«. 


d. 




£ «. d. 


Balance in hand . 


6 10 


4i 


Salaries of Teach- 




School-pence 


25 15 





ers • • • 


63 6 


Capitation Grant 








Compensation to 




on 35 children . 


15 17 


5 


Pupil Teacher . 


4 


Subscriptions and 








Repairs and Im- 




Donations 


45 


16 





provements of 




Offertory on 25th 








House 


12 4 \\ 


October . 


6 


8 


9 


Coals . 


6 6 


Books sold . 




/ 


2 


2 


Candles 

Books . 

Materials for Nee- 
dlework . 

Repairing School 
Clock . 

Sundry smaU ex- 
expenses . 

Balance in hand . 

1 


4 6 
3 11 Oi 

16 10 

10 

1. 9 3i 

£92 6 9i 
8 2 11 


£100 


9 


Ji 


5100 9 8* 



In the autumn of 1866, as will be seen from 
the next reports^ we were obliged to change our 
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Assistant Mistress^ and a Parishioner of our own, 
also a widow and elderly, undertook the charge. 

" Our School Annals. Deeemhery 1866. 

'* The winding-up of the School year, and the visit 
of H. M.'s Inspector, which took place on the 5th of 
last month, reminds us that the time has come round 
for a notice of the past year, and we are glad to be 
able to give a satisfactory account. 

'' The attendance has been steady and regular, 62 
being the daily average : 42 new scholars have been 
admitted in the course of the year ; 4 have left the 
School for Service, with good characters. 

^* We have had a great loss in the resignation of 
Mrs. Spreadbury, whose kind and motherly ways with 
the children, and excellent management of the needle- 
work department, made her a most valuable Assistant 
Mistress. It was with great regret on her part also 
that she gave up her office, but the claims of duty 
to a dying Mother and aged Eather left her no 
choice. We hope and believe that Mrs. Phillips will 
prove in all ways a satisfactory successor. 

" The following is a list of of the needle -work 
done in the School, from January 1 to November 1, 
1866 :— 



22 Boys' Holland Pinafores. 

17 Girls' ditto. 

27 Shifts, (large and small). 

5 Girls' Frocks, (large size). 

6 Ditto, (small). 

14 Babies' Bed-gowns. 
9 Aprons, with bodies. 

7 Ditto, with bands. 



4 Boys' Shirts. 

1 Flannel ditto. 
3 Table-cloths. 

36 Dinner Napkins. 
60 Towels. 

2 Pairs of Sheets. 
2 Pillow-covers. 

1 Choir Surplice. 
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'* Besides several Shirts and Shifts brought from 
home to make in School, and patch -work, as well 
as darning, marking, mending, and knitting. 

"Some of the Girls' Frocks were cut out, fitted 
and made, entirely without help, hy the girls them- 
selves. The Clothes made in School have all been 
bougbt at cost price by the Parents ; and £5 15s. 1^- 
has in this way been received during the year, and 
laid out again in fresh materials. 

Account of Income and Expenditure rendered to 
H,M,^B Inspector y November, 1866. 



BECEIPTS. 



£ «. d, 
8 2 11 



Balance in hand . 

Voluntary Contri- 
butions . . 35 6 

School-pence . 21 2 

Last Tear's Grant 28 1 8 

Offertory on the 
25th of October 10 17 4 

Sale of Books . 10 2 



£103 18 3 



19 6 
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£ », d. 

Salary of Master . 55 10 

Payment of As- 
sistants . 

Books and Appa- 
ratus 

Fuel and Lights 

Repairs and Im- 
provements 

Sundry small ex- 
penses 

Rewards at 

Christmas 

Balance carried on 



4 6 
9 17 



3 
6 



9 17 4 



18 4i 



2 
2 11 lli 



£103 18 3 



"6>wr School Annah, December, 1867. 

'* The time has once more come round for printing 
our Iteport of the School, the seed-bed of the Parish ; 
and we trust we may give a good report. Our seed- 
lings are numerous, healthy, and promising; a few 
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have been transplanted, and we have reason to hope 
are doing well. 

''The inspection took place on the Idth of last 
month, and Mr. Warburton's report was decidedly 
the most favourable that we have yet had. 

** The attendance has been good ; the daily average 
of 68 being an advance of 6 upon last year. Thirty 
new scholars have been admitted during the year; 
3 have left the school for apprenticeship or service, 
with good characters. 

''This time last year we spoke of the loss of our 
Assistant Mistress, and our hope that her place might 
be well supplied by Mrs. Phillips. It is only right to 
say, that this hope has been more than fulfilled : in 
no respect has the School suffered from the change ; 
and the nice behaviour and merry orderliness of the 
little ones under Mrs. Phillips' management, called 
forth special expressions of approbation from H.M.'s 
Inspector. 

" The following list of articles of clothing made, and 
needlework done in the School, from November 1st, 
1866, to November 1st, 1867, will shew that there 
has been no falling off in that department. 



20 Shirts. 
41 Shifts. 
13 Aprons. 
78 Pinafores. 

9 Pairs of Drawers. 

2 Flannel Waistcoats. 

1 Flannel Petticoat. 

Total, 387 pieces ; besides marking, mending, and patchwork. 



2 Night-gowns. 
15 Pocket-handkerchiefs. 
10 Pairs of Sheets, made. 

2 Ditto, turned. 
50 Pillow-covers. 
144 Towels, Dusters, Tea-cloths. 



Ci 



Having parted with some of our elder girls and 
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best workers last year, the work done has been of 
a simple kind, but more in quantity. i 

''The clothes made have all been bought by the 
Parents at cost price, and £8 Os. 4d. has thus been 
received during the year, and laid out again in fresh 
materials. 

Account of Income and Expenditure for the past year^ 
rendered to H,M,*b Inspector, Nbvemher 13^A, 1867. 



BECEIPTB. 




BXPENDITUBB. 




£ 8. 


d. 




£ #. 


d. 


Balance in hand . 2 12 





Salary of Master 


56 13 


6 


Voluntary Contri- 




Payments to As- 






bntionB . • 38 4 





sistants . 


16 11 


6 


School-pence . 21 6 


6 


Books and Appa- 






Last year's Grant 33 7 





ratus 


8 18 


1 


Oflfertory on 25th 




Fuel and Lights . 


8 18 


8 


October . . 8 13 


4i 


Repairs 


1 7 





Sale of Books . 9 





Other expenses. 










Gravel, &c. 


2 12 
£95 1 


10 

7 






Balance carried on 


9 9 


2i 


£104 10 


9i 


£104 10 


9i 



This arrangement was thoroughly satisfactory, 
and continued till the Harvest holidays of 1868, 
when the Schoolmaster married, and his wife, 
who was herself also a certificated Teacher, took 
the place of Assistant Mistress. 

But, as the house had not been originally in- 
tended for a family, and consisted only of three 
rooms, parlour, bedroom, and kitchen, all on the 
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ground-floor, it was necessary to make some ad- 
ditions and alterations. After consultation and 
deliberation it was decided to raise the whole 
building one story; thus gaining three upstairs 
rooms for bedrooms, and turning the room on the 
ground-floor, which had been the bedroom, into 
a second sitting-room. 

How cordially and liberally my parishioners 
and neighbours came forward to assist in this 
work will appear from the following paper, re- 
printed from the Magazine of May, 1868. 

** Enla/rgemmt of School Buildinga. 

''Most of our readers are aware of the circum- 
stances which have led to the proposal to make some 
additions to our School Premises ; we need not there- 
fore take up time and space by a repetition of them 
here. But as some who have been asked to con- 
tribute have expressed a wish to know what has 
been already subscribed, it seems the simplest way to 
print here a li&^t of the subscriptions promised, offer- 
ing at the same time very sincere thanks to those 
who have so kindly come forward to help in carrying 
out the desired improvements. 

''It may be as well to state first, that the con- 
templated work consists of two distinct additions; 
one, to the School-room, where, owing to increased 
numbers in attendance, there has been much incon- 
venience for want of sufficient space for the accom- 
modation of the children. To remedy this, it has 
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been decided to add a little Mean -to' outside the 
present building, which shall serve as an entrance- 
passage, and place to hang cloaks, hats, and caps in, 
and to throw the present entrance, which has hitherto 
served for this purpose, into the School-room. The 
estimate for this is £20, and being purely for the 
benefit of the children of the poor, it has been thought 
in all respects a legitimate object for the appropria- 
tion of Church Funds ; and with the full concurrence 
and approbation of the Churchwardens, a grant has 
been made to that amount for the purpose, as will be 
seen in the offertory account. 

"The alteration to the Schoolmaster's house is 
a more considerable affair, but will, it is hoped, be 
found ultimately a great advantage to the School in 
various ways. 

" The estimate for it is £156 18s. Od. 

''The Subscriptions already promised are as fol- 
lows : — 



Lady Helena Trench . 

Rolles Driver, Esq. 

Rev. K F. Wilson . 

W. Baldock, Esq. 

Rev. R. S. Borland 

Rev. F. G. Bnmaby . 

Lady Barker Mill 

Mrs. Powell 

The Bishop elect of Gibraltar 

Mrs. Colt . 

W. Forder, Esq. . 

Rev. Dr. McQuhae 



£ 


8, 


d. 


25 








20 








20 








10 








10 








10 








10 








10 








5 








5 








5 








5 









Carried forward £135 
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£ 


«. 


d. 


Brought forward 135. 


5 





C. Barton, Esq 5 








Rev. R. Dampier .... 2 


2 





Charles Deacon, Esq 2 


2 





Mrs. Seymour Brown .... 2 








C. J. Tylee, Esq 2 








£148 


4 






*' There is, therefore, a sum of £8 Hs. still needed. 
Anj further contributions will be thankfully received, 
and acknowledged in our next number." 



The next School Report, printed in December 
following, tells of the completion of the work. 

'' ScJiool Annah, 1868. 

" This has been an eventful year in the Annals of 
our School. The marriage of our Master ; his wife's 
installation as Assistant Mistress ; the addition of an 
upper story to the School-house, thus doubling the 
size of it ; the enlargement and improvement of the 
School-room, and also of the playground, which is 
nearly as large again as it was : any one of these 
would be an important event in our small world, and 
one to be duly chronicled in the pages of our Maga- 
zine; taken all together they mark out the year 
which has just closed as one of unusual eventfulness 
in the history of Eownhams School. 

" We trust that all may be for good, and that each 
in its own way may tend to help forward the suc- 
cess and efficiency of the School, in carrying out the 

I 
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object for which it was originally founded, viz. the 
temporal and spiritual benefit of the children of the 
working-classes and of the poor. And we may add 
a hope, that as Mr. and Mrs. Jones have begun their 
married life here, so they may for many years inhabit 
and enjoy, in health and happiness, the comfortable 
little home which the liberality of our kind neigh- 
bours and parishioners has enabled us to provide 
for them. 

'* "We take this opportunity of returning very sin- 
cere thanks to all who contributed to the expense of 
the work. In our May number we stated that the 
estimate was £156 18s., and gave a list of subscrip- 
tions, then amounting to £148 4s. The following 
have since been added : — 



£ *. 


d. 


Mr. Withers 2 





Mr. Freemantle 10 





Mr. Baugh. . . . . .11 





Anonymous 2 





D. M 10 





Collected among the Cottagers' Wives 




atToothill 5 





£6 16 





148 4 





£155 






"The above will shew how very nearly the re- 
quisite sum was made up. Some extra expenses 
arose out of the additions and alterations which were 
not included in the estimate, such as papering, paint- 
ing, i&c. These have, for the most part, been de- 
frayed out of the School Income of the current year. 
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"The ordinary progress of the School has been 
satisfactory. The average attendance has been 76, 
an advance of 10 upon last year. Forty -seven chil- 
dren have been admitted in the course of the year. 
Ten have left School for service or apprenticeship. 

'* The following is the list of Needlework done in 
the School, from November 1, 1867, to November 
1, 1868. 



11 Shirts. 

1 Flannel ditto. 

3 Night ditto. 
53 Shifts, various sizes. 

1 Night-gown. 
15 Flannel Petticoats. 
15 Pairs of Drawers. 
24 Aprons. 

Total, 267 pieces; 



60 Pinafores. 

1 Pair Stays. 

3 Flannel Waistcoats. 
28 Pocket-handkerchiefs. 
12 Towels. 
12 Dusters. 
18 Dinner l^apkins. 
10 Knife-cloths. 



besides iharking, mending, and patchwork. The 
girls have also had instruction in cutting out, and 
many of the articles in the above list have been cut 
out, fitted, and finished by themselves, without any 
assistance. 

** Clothing made in the School, and bought by the 
parents at the cost price of the materials, has this 
year brought in £6 17s. 3d. According as the money 
is received, it is laid out again in fresh materials. 

^*H. M.'s Inspector paid his annual visit on the 
19th of last month, and spoke favourably of the 
general progress of the School. His official Report 
has not yet reached us. We subjoin the Account 
of the year's Income and Expenditure, as furnished 
to him. 
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BEOEIFTS. 






BXPENDITUBE. 








£ 


8, 


d. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


By Balance car- 








Salary of Master 


66 


3 


4 


ried over from 








Payments to As- 








last year . 


9 


9 


2i 


sistants . 


16 


9 


3 


By Voluntary Con- 








Firing 


7 11 





tributions 


34 


7 





Books and Appa- 








By School-pence 


25 


18 





ratus 


2 


18 


3 


By last year's Ca- 








Repairs, Painting, 








pitation Grant 


32 


6 


8 


ObC. • • . 


8 


1 


4 


By Oflfertories on 








Lesser School Ex- 








25th and 28th 








penses 


1 


13 


5 


Oct., and 1st 








Rent of Cottage 








Nov. 


11 


12 


5 


15 weeks dur- 








By Books sold 





9 10 


ing alteration of 










/ 






School-house . 


1 


10 







/ 






Papering and 










/ 






Painting conse- 
















quent on altera- 
















tions 


4 


15 


7 










Towards labour of 
















enlarging Play- 
















ground . 


3 
















£112 


2 


2 










Balance carried on 2 

£114 



3 


Hi 


£114 


3 


n 


li 



CHAPTEE Vni. 

St. John's Convalescent Home. 

T^HE following paper appeared in our Magazine 
for February, 1866 : — 

** 7b the Editor of the Rownhams Parish Magazine, 

" Me. Editor, 

** You are no doubt yourself a reader of * The 
Times,' and probably not a few of your subscribers 
are so too, and you may have observed some inter- 
esting papers which appeared in its pages about 
a month ago, on the subject of Village or Cottage 
Hospitals. But as they may have escaped the obser- 
vation of some, and not have come at all under the 
notice of others of your readers, will you allow me to 
call attention to them, and to take this opportunity 
of laying before you some thoughts in connection 
with the subject, to which * The Times' certainly did 
not give rise, but to which its remarks have seemed 
to add strength and give encouragement. The follow- 
ing extracts will give the most important part of the 
articles to which I allude : — 

" * Every one who has any practical knowledge of the 
poor, must have been struck by their peculiarly unhappy con- 
dition on the occasion of sickness. Above all, where the 
disease is contagious, they suffer under the most disastrous cir- 
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camstances. Ereqaently with only one bedroom, and rarely 
with more than two, the whole family sleep and breathe in an 
atmosphere of contagion. Owing to the additional expenses 
which sickness entails, they are often even worse fed than 
usual, and those who are not at first attacked, are thus predis- 
posed to contract the disease. Moreover, if it be the father 
who falls ill, the wages of the family are gone ; if it be the mo- 
ther, she has no one to nurse her, the children are neglected, 
and the food is ill-prepared. Even when the mother is not 
the person attacked, the labour of nursing, in addition to 
her other work, is alone sufficient to prostrate her. Proper 
nursing in fact, in any case, is an impossibility. There are 
neither the appliances, nor the time, nor the strength, nor 
the quiet, nor the food for it. The poor sufferers get their 
medicine, and that is about the only medicinal help they re- 
ceive. If the neighbours help, as in their generosity they 
often do, they incur the peril of spreading the disease among 
their own families ; and indeed, the mere proximity of one 
family to another, is alone sufficient to propagate it. The 
London poor, in spite of their crowding, suffer less, perhaps, 
from this peculiar aggravation of their lot, than the poor 
in some parts of the country. Here the sick may be always 
removed, either to the Fever or Small-pox Hospital, or to 
a separate ward of the Workhouse Infirmary. In the country 
they have rarely any such opportunity, and they must live 
through the disease in their unhealthy cottages, with such 
scanty attendance as the parish doctor, with a large district 
under his charge, can afford to give them. 

" * An admirable illustration, however, of the manner in 
which this evil might be obviated, was described in our 
columns some time ago. A sort of hospital was established 
in a village in the simple shape of a clean, well- ventilated 
cottage. To this cottage the sick were removed from their 
crowded homes; there they were brought under a regular 
and efficient system oi xiuism^, ^ud could be attended by the 
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parish surgeon more conveniently, and therefore more effec- 
tually, than when scattered over the parish. .... Surely in 
almost every parish there are some good people who would 
guarantee the small rent of such a little hospital, and would 
make up deficiencies in an expenditure which they might be 
sure was usefully applied! If the poor were brought to 
understand the infinite boon such an arrangement would 
confer on them, they would, we should think, be glad to 
contribute their small sums themselves. It would be neces- 
sary, of course, for such a place to be under some inspection 
and control which would inspire perfect confidence among 
the poor ; but we can see no difficulties of this sort, which 
might not be overcome. We trust that some of the innumer- 
able parishes where such a provision is urgently required, 
may be induced to make a trial of the scheme.' 

" In another article, a few days later, further par- 
ticulars were given, from which it appears that a 
small farmhouse or double tenemented cottage, hav- 
ing on the ground-floor a kitchen, scullery, sitting- 
room, and larder ; and upstairs from four to six rooms, 
well ventilated, is all that is necessary in the way of 
house accommodation, while the furniture is planned 
on an equally moderate scale : the whole cost indeed 
of furnishing a hospital of six beds is only £70. The 
article concludes thus : — 

" * When we say that the actual working expenses of the 
hospital for the last year did not exceed £100, we think we 
may safely say that, considering the serious nature of the 
cases treated, or the length of time some of them have 
been under treatment, this is a unique institution, and 
affords an example worthy of being followed throughout the 
length and breadth of the land.' 
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"Last year 23 cases were received, 16 of which 
were from neighbouring parishes; the year before, 
out of 26 cases treated, 21 were from neighbouring 
parishes. 

" I need not remind you, Mr. Editor, of the urgent 
need felt during last summer and autumn, even in 
this small and generally healthy parish, of some such 
means of removing the sick from the healthy, and 
checking the spread of infection. In one case the 
eldest daughter, who had lately left service and come 
home to take charge of' her father's house on the 
sudden death of her mother, was attacked by scar- 
let fever; another sister took it from her, then a 
brother, then a younger sister ; and while far from 
recovered herself, and, in fact, hardly fit to leave her 
bed, she had to nurse all these (one of them a severe 
and anxious case,) with no help but her father's. No 
nurse could be procured, and no neighbour could be 
expected to run the risk of carrying the infection 
to her own family. ' Happily these cases recovered ; 
a younger brother and sister, who were removed in 
time from the infection, escaped the disease alto- 
gether, shewing that in all human probability, if the 
elder sister could have been moved at once, it would 
not have spread to the others. 

** Another and sadder case was that in which three 
children out of five were carried off by small-pox, 
while the poor father aiid mother both suffered most 
severely in health, from the combined effects of the 
exhausting strain upon mind and body, and the liv- 
ing constantly in an atmosphere charged with the 
poison of this malignant disease. 
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" Now, Mr. Editor, is not ours a parish where, to 
use the words of the * Times,' there are some good 
people who would guarantee the rent of such a little 
hospital, and would make up deficiencies where they 
were sure that money was well applied ? 

**It may he said that this has heen an unusual 
season for sickness, and that in general we should not 
have cases enough to call for such a thing ; but are 
we not surrounded by parishes less favoured than our 
own, and when our beds were unoccupied by parish- 
ioners, might we not extend its usefulness to others ? 

** Again, there is another purpose to which such 
a little establishment might surely be advantageously 
applied, viz., as a sort of convalescent house for pa- 
tients from Southampton Infirmary. How often in 
the press of cases waiting for admission to the hospi- 
tals of our large towns, are convalescents discharged 
to make way for others, before they are really fit to 
rough it at home; and how great a boon in such 
cases would be a week or fortnight spent in pure 
country air, with strengthening food, and rest to 
mind and body. 

" One more use I would suggest, to which such 
a place could be turned when not otherwise occupied, 
viz., as a temporary abode for the inhabitants of a 
cottage where infectious disease had been. It is hard 
to see how a cottage home can ever be thoroughly 
disinfected, after such visitations as we have had this 
year. Now if, when all is over, the family could move 
bodily out of their cottage, it might be thoroughly 
aired, whitewashed, and purified, more efiectually 
than is possible while they still inhabit it. 
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" In these various ways, I think our little hospital 
would seldom be unemployed. 

*' Of course there would be much to arrange as to 
the details of its management, but we should have 
the experience of others to guide us, and if the plan 
were cordially taken up, and well supported, such 
matters would easily be adjusted. 

"Hoping the suggestion may be favourably re- 
ceived, I beg to subscribe myself, 

" One who is beadt to help, 

"By giving a Donation of £50, and an Annual 
Subscription of £5. 
" We shall he glad to receive communications on this subject" 

Nothing came of the plan for nearly three 
years; but in September 1868 I was able to 
print the following, which sufficiently explains 
itself: — 

" St, Johi% Convalescent Home, 

*' Those who have any intimate acquaintance 
with the circumstances and needs of the sick poor, 
must be aware how many cases there are in which 
a few weeks of pure air, good food, tender care, and 
above all, rest and freedom from the wearing toils 
and anxieties of their homes, might, under God's 
blessing, be the means of averting serious illness ; or 
after such illness, when the crisis is past, and the 
restoring powers of nature (so to speak) only need 
support, might avail to perfect the recovery, and to 
restore the patient to health and strength. 

*' Too often it happens, that for want of some such 



ST. JOHK's CONYALESCEirr HOME. 123 

help, the hoped-for recovery results in nothing better 
than a state of long-continued feebleness and invalid- 
ism, the sad consequence of a too speedy return to 
the toils and privations of their ordinary life. 

'* With the desire to help, in ever so slight a degree, 
to supply this great want, it has been proposed to 
open a small Convalescent Home at Bownhams. 

'* The elevation and special healthiness of the situ- 
ation, the purity of the air and water, and other ad- 
vantages, seem to make it a suitable place for such 
an attempt. 

" Some of our readers will perhaps remember that 
two years and a half ago, viz., in February, 1866, 
a letter appeared in our Magazine, on the subject of 
Cottage Hospitals, in which the advantages of such 
help to the poor in sickness were put forward, and 
assistance generously offered, if any attempt should 
be made to establish something of the Qort in this 
parish. 

** The subject has never been lost sight of, although 
hitherto there has not tieemed to be any good opening 
for making the attempt. Various circumstances fa«Te, 
however, lately combined to point out the present as 
a favourable time for trying to set it on foot, and one 
of Mr. Ware's new cottages has been taken for the 
purpose : Mrs. Phillips, who resigns her duties in the 
school to Mrs. Jones, has undertaken the office of 
Matron, and we hope that early in September all 
may be ready for the reception of convalescents. 

"To begin with, room will be provided for four. 
Preference will be given to parishioners and neigh- 
bours, but patients will be received from a distance. 
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provided they can bring a written certificate of their 
fitness, of their freedom from infectious disease, and 
of security for their weekly payments, as the funds 
do not at present allow of their being received gra- 
tuitously. 

"Five shillings a- week will be the payment re- 
quired, which it is hoped will nearly cover the ordi- 
nary expenses of board, such as might fairly be pro- 
vided in a comfortable cottage home ; but all extra 
delicacies of diet, wine, medicines and tonics, together 
with fuel, lights, and washing, will be provided free 
of charge. 

** In order to do this, we must ask for help from 
those amongst our friends and neighbours who have 
'pity upon the poor,' and approve of this plan for 
helping to lighten in some very small degree their 
burdens of suffering. We look with confidence to 
receiving sufficient support to enable us to make our 
small beginning, and very thankful shall we be, if the 
amount of contribution should be such as to justify 
us in reducing the payment required from patients, 
or in enlarging our borders and providing accom- 
modation for a greater number. 

""We have at present one subscriber of half-a- 
crown a-week, one of two shillings, four of one shill- 
ing, one of sixpence, one of threepence. 

" Any contributions will be welcome, and we shall 
be very thankful for gifts in kind as well as money : 
such, for example, as linen, cod-liver oil, wine, tea, 
coffee, rice, arrowroot, or any groceries. 

" Four weeks will be considered the usual period 
of residence in the Home, which may, however, be ex- 
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tended, in cases when a longer time seems needful to 
perfect the recovery of the patient. 

" We have great pleasure in adding that Mr. Wilkin, 
whose great kindness and attention to them in sick- 
ness has already endeared him to our poor people, 
enters cordially into our plan, and has promised to 
give us the gratuitous benefit of his skill and advice, 
by taking medical supervision of our little home. This 
is a great comfort, although we hope that our kitchen 
will generally prove our best doctor's shop." 

In October came a short notice of the opening 
of the little Home : — 

** St, Jbhn^s Convalescent Some, 

" On the 8th of last month the Home was formally 
opened for the reception of patients, with a short 
service of prayer and benediction. 

** Five patients have since been admitted. 

" The following contributions towards the furnish- 
ing of the House and Garden are thankfully acknow- 
ledged : 

** A kitchen table. 

*' A carpet for the sitting-room. 

** A sideboard. 

** A medicine-chest. 

^^ A wash-stand and dressing-table. 

'' Some sheets and old linen. 

** A supply of box-edging for the garden. 

" Several copies of Illustrated London News. 

*' We have also four additional subscribers of one 
shilling a-week, and one of sixpence. 
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" To save trouble, it may be as well to saj, that 
subscriptions may be paid yearly, half-yearly, or 
quarterly. It would be convenient that the subscrip- 
tions for the year should be paid in September ; the 
half-yearly subscriptions in September and March ; 
and the quarterly subscriptions accordingly. 

" There may be some among our poorer neighbours 
whose circumstances do not allow of their subscribing 
in money, but who, nevertheless, are interested in 
the work, and would gladly lend a hand in any way 
they could. To such we would venture to suggest 
that no offering, however small, would be refused. 
A fresh egg, a pat of butter, a few onions or turnips, 
potatoes or apples, would all come in usefully, and 
spare the funds of the Home, while at the same time, 
such contributions would help to draw us all to one 
another, as those are drawn who work for a common 
object. 

*' And there is another way in which most valuable 
help might be given. "We have now got the piece of 
ground attached to the house into order for a garden, 
and we hope to make it available to grow potatoes, 
vegetables, and fruit, for the use of the Home ; but 
it will much reduce the profits of our crops if we have 
to pay for all the labour of cultivation. Now if some 
of our labouring folk, men or lads, would give us 
a little help occasionally, after working hours, it 
would be of great use, and would be a very real and 
acceptable offering in the sight of Him, who knows 
by experience what daily toil is, and who accepts all 
such service as done unto Himself." 
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In September, 1869, we printed the first year's 
Report together with the Eules and Account of 
Income and Expenditure for the year. 

** St. John's Convalescent Home, September, 1869. 

" On the 8th of this month our little Convalescent 
Home will have completed the first year of its ex- 
istence, and those who have kindly contributed to its 
maintenance will naturally look for some report of 
the result. As the year is not yet fully wound up, it 
will not be possible to give a detailed statement of 
accounts in this paper. We hope to do this next 
month. For the present it must suffice to say that 
our subscriptions and donations up to this date have 
amounted to £54 18s. lid. ; payments made by 
patients or their friends to £37 16s. Od., making 
a total Income of £92 14s. lid. Our expenses so 
far, not including rent, have been £87 Os. 2d., leaving 
a balance in hand of £5 14s. 9d. 

** We have in the course of the year received thirty- 
two patients ; of these, eleven have been from this pa- 
rish or the immediate neighbourhood, four from Salis- 
bury, four from Gosport, five from Winchester, two 
from Southampton, two from London, three from Rom- 
sey, and one from Twyford. Two of the Winchester 
patients were probationer nurses from the Hospital, 
and one of our Southampton cases was that of a nurse 
from the Nursing Institution, who wanted change 
and strengthening after recovery from a fever, caught 
in the discharge of her duties. 

" The effect upon the patients of a few weeks spent 
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in the Home, has in most cases been very satisfactory 
and encouraging. Some few there have been, whose 
disorders were either of too serious a kind, or too 
much of a chronic character, to be» relieved by such 
means, and one case we were obliged to dismiss after 
a few days, fearing an attack of acute illness ; but on 
the whole, we have great reason to be thankful for 
the measure of success which has attended our very 
small and simple attempt to relieve some of the suffer- 
ing which so abounds in every direction around us ; 
and our experience so far only strengthens our cou- 
viction of the great need and usefulness of such 
Institutions, even on so small aud limited a scale as 
St. John's Home. 

*' It is true that our House has not been always 
full : our patients' payments give an average of rather 
over three inmates all the year round, whereas we 
have beds for four, and have occasionally taken in five 
or even six ; but it must be considered that such 
things do not become known immediately, it takes 
time to make people familiar with their existence, 
and with their use; and if those who have hitherto 
kindly helped us will continue their subscriptions, 
we may reasonably expect a greater number of ap- 
plications during the year upon which we are now 
entering. 

"The letters received from those who have had 
experience of the Home, are very satisfactory, as all, 
without exception, speak most gratefully of the com- 
fort they enjoyed, and the kindness they met with. 
The Eev. R. G. Swayne, writing about some invalid 
children from his parish, St. Edmund's, Salisbury, 
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says, * both the children were much benefited, I only 
wish I could afford to keep the House always half-full.' 

"Some may, perhaps, be disposed to wish that 
a larger proportion of the patients were our own 
parishioners, or near neighbours ; but it must be re- 
membered that most of them enjoy, in their own 
homeSy one of the chief benefits which we have to 
offer, viz., this pure and healthful air, and though of 
course they must always have the first claim to any 
good thing we can provide, it is surely not to be 
regretted that the benefits of the Home should be 
largely shared by those whose lot is cast in less 
favoured places, it may be in the crowded streets, and 
too often impure air of large towns. 

"To town-bred children especially, the change to 
country air and liberty is often worth more than any 
medicine ; and it is indeed a joy to watch the thin 
pale faces of these little ones growing plump and 
rosy, and to see their thorough enjoyment of their 
country life. 

" Another class to whom it is a real satisfaction to 
be able to offer a temporary abode, is that of young 
servant girls, generally maids -of- all -work, whose 
health has failed, often from over-work and insuffi- 
cient food, just at the age when they most need care 
and good nourishment, whose homes (if they have 
any) are perhaps at a distance, or, it may be, bad and 
disreputable, or else so poor, and crowded with younger 
brothers and sisters, that their return to them is any- 
thing but rest and refreshment. To such, a month 
of real rest, with good food, in a quiet, airy home, is 
perhaps the greatest boon that can be offered, and 



130 ST. John's convaiescent home. 

» ■ ■■■ ' 

enables them to go back to tbeir work again strength- 
ened and refreshed in body and mind, to meet the 
trials of their lot, at all times and under the best of 
circumstances a hard one, as far as this world is 
concerned. 

"In conclusion, it is/only right to say, and we do 
so with very great pleasure, how much of the success 
of our little Home we feel to be due to the Matron. 
Her kindness and unfailing devotion to the care of 
her invalid inmates, have done more than any mere 
bodily comforts could do, to leave upon the minds of 
the patients that soothing remembrance of the hap- 
piness of the place, which all their letters have ex- 
pressed ; while at the same time, by her careful and 
economical housekeeping, she has made the most of 
oar resources. 

"As we have already stated, the average number 
of our inmates may be reckoned at three, which with 
the Matron herself, makes a household of four to be 
provided for. The whole expense of their mainten- 
ance for the year has been £87; from this must be 
deducted the Matron's wages, £13, which leaves £74, 
or 7s. 8d. a-week for each person. As this sum in- 
cludes firing, washing, beer, wine, brandy, cod -liver 
oil, and all other expenses (there being no limit to 
the supply of meat for broth or beef- tea in cases 
which require it,) it will be seen at once, that with 
the present high prices, only the most careful and 
economical management on the part of the House- 
keeper could keep the expenses of the House within 
such moderate limits. 

" No less are we indebted to Mr. Wilkin, who has 
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SO kindly assisted us by giving his time, attention, 
and advice, together with liberal supplies of medicine 
in all cases that required it, and by v^hose suggestions 
the diet of each patient has been regulated. 

'*We propose to reprint in a separate form the 
substance of this short report, together with some 
notice of the object and design of the Home, the 
Rules, and an Account of the Income and Expendi- 
ture for the first year. "We hope to have this ready 
by the middle of the month, and we shall be glad to 
furnish copies to any subscribers who may wish to 
circulate it among their friends.** 

" Eules of St. John's Convalescent Some, October , 1869. 

"The Home is intended for women and girls. 

Boys under fourteen years of age may occasionally 

be received. 

"II. 

" Patients are admitted from all parts of the coun- 
try : those from a distance must be recommended 
by some one who knows them to be in need of help, 
and they are required to send with their application 
for admission a medical certificate that their case is 

a suitable one. 

" III. 

•" Poor convalescents, or persons suffering from 
debility or other delicacy, needing change of air, rest, 
and nourishment, and unable to provide these for 
themselves, are suitable cases. 

"Those suffering from acute disease, bed -ridden, 
or who have any cutaneous or infectious disorder, are 
not admissible. 
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''The payment required is five shiUings a-week^ 
paid in advance. This includes medical attendance, 
medicines, washing, wine, &c. There are no extras. 

"V. 
'* The children of Parishioners are received at half- 
price. 

"VI. 

" The usual time of residence in the Home is four 

weeks, but this may be prolonged at the discretion of 

the Managers, when recommended by the Medical 

Adviser. 

"VII. 

"Non-Parishioners if remaining beyond the four 

weeks, or if they return for a second visit within the 

year, will pay at an increased rate. The amount of the 

additional payment will be at the discretion of the 

Managers, but will not exceed seven shillings and 

sixpence in all. 

' « VIII. 

" Patients are not allowed to bring any supplies of 

food or drink into the Home, nor to receive any while 

there without the sanction of the Medical Adviser. 

" IX. 
" All the inmates are expected to conform to the 
Sules and hours of the House, and to assist the 
Matron in the work of the House, as far as their 
state of health allows. 

" The diet will be regulated by the Matron, under 
guidance from the Medical Adviser as to particular 
cases.'* 
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'* Account of Income and Expenditure for the Year 
ending September 1, 1869. 



BEOEnPTS. 

£ 8. d. 

Sabscriptioni . . 44 15 

Given in the Offer- 
tory at various 
times • . .400 

Donations . .450 

Payments for Pa- 
tients . . . 37 16 

Contents of Alms- 
box . . . 1 18 11 



IZPBNSES. 


£ 8. d. 


Matron's Wages . 13 


Firing . . .780 


Cost of Housekeep- 


ing, viz. : — 


Meat; . . 20 17 3 


Bread . . 5 16 7i 


Milk and Butter 7 1 U 


Vegetables, Fisb« 


Eggs, &c. . 3 5 11 


Groceries . . 12 2 lO^ 


Beer. . . 7 1 U 


Washing . .437 


Wine and Brandy . 1 12 4 


Medicines . . 1 14 6 


Bates . . 14 8 


Sundry small ex- 


penses . .296 


£87 7 6 


Balance in hand .676 


£92 14 11 



£ 92 14 11 

" No account is here taken of Bent, as the Cottage, rent free, 
is the contribution of one individual.'' 



The Balance-sheet of the second year shews 
a considerable increase in the amount received 
from the Patients^ which is satisfactory. 
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Convalescent Some Account, for the Tear ending 

September 1, 1870. 

BE0EIFT8. 



£ S, d. 

Balance inhand, Sep- 
tember 1, 1869 .575 

Annual Subscrip- 
tions . . . 48 8 6 

Donations . . 4 10 

Given in the Offer- 
tory . ..100 

Payments for Pa- 
tients . . . 52 13 

Contents of Alms- 
box .18 8 

By sale of Reports .030 



£113 11 5 



ikXPENDITTBE. 

£ s. d. 

Matron's Salary . 13 
Firing . . .660 

Lights . . .19 6 

Housekeeping, viz. : 

Meat . . . 30 14 7i 



Bread 

Milk and Butter 

Vegetables, Fish, 

Eggs, &c. 
Groceries . 
Beer . 



8 11 10 

9 6 1 

7 2 6 
9 8 lU 
9 14 



Washing . .681 
Wine and Brandy. 2 16 
Medicines . .25 11^ 
Rates . . .076 
Utensils, Repairs, 

&c. . . . 3 12 9 
Printing and Post- 
age . . . 1 12 

£111 8 7i 
Balance in hand . 2 2 9i 

£113 11 5 



The number of Patients received during the 
second year was twenty-eight ; several of these 
were cases of rather lengthened residence in the 
Home, so that the average number throughout 
the year was rather more than four, the full 
number which the House is calculated to hold. 
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With few exceptions, the Patients visibly im- 
proved in health ; and to those whose illnesses 
were of too serious and confirmed a character to 
allow of permanent relief, the Home aflforded 
some weeks of rest and comfort, and freedom from 
toil and care, of great value to the weary bodies 
laden with the burden of chronic disease, and 
who can say how precious to the souls of those 
whose suflFering condition warns them that their 
time here will probably be short, and calls them 
to prepare for another life. 

It may be interesting to give a short notice of 
a few individual cases amongst those which have 
been admitted since the Home was first opened. 
The following will serve as specimens : — 

**E. M. H., aged 55. Mission-woman from Gos- 
port, suffering from sleeplessness and general nervous 
irritation, brought on by fatigue and overstrain of 
body and miud in the duties of her ofl&ce. Left after 
four weeks, much improved and refreshed. 

** H. S., aged 53. Labourer's wife, of Kownhams. 
Had been a fortnight in the Southampton Infirmary 
with a badly-inflamed knee. After a severe course 
of blistering, she was discharged sooner than she 
would otherwise have been, on account of the number 
of applicants waiting for admission. She was charged 
not to walk, but to rest her knee as much as pos- 
sible. On leaving the Infirmary she found the om- 
nibus which was to take her home quite full, and 
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having no other means of conveyance, she walked 
nearlj five miles home, and fainted on her arrival 
from pain and exhaustion. Was taken into St. John's 
Home for one week, at the end of which time she 
was ahle to return home, the knee being quite free 
from inflammation, and the general health good. 

'^H. S., aged 13. A Bownhams boy, apprenticed 
in Southampton. Caught a chill, and had abscess in 
the head ; was brought home in a very suffering 
state. The abscess broke and discharged through 
the ear, leaving him very weak and delicate. As soon 
as he was sufficiently recovered he came into the 
Home, and after four weeks was discharged quite 
strong and well, and able to return to his master. 

"C. S., aged 15. Labourer's daughter, from the 
adjoining parish of Millbrook. Health broke down 
in service as a maid-of-all-work, with threatening of 
decline. Home very poor and very crowded, only one 
bedroom for a large family, C. S. being the eldest of 
eight children. Left, after seven \7eeks in the Home, 
much improved, was able to take a situation, and 
continues in good health. 

**M. A. Y., aged 22, a native of Exeter. Was in 
service as general servant in Jersey : hard-worked, 
ill-lodged, ill-fed; her health broke down entirely. 
Her sister, who was in service at Shirley, near South- 
ampton, had £2 in the Savings' Bank : hearing how 
ill her sister was, she drew out all her savings, and 
spent £1 in going to fetch her from Jersey, and the 
other £1 in payiDg for a month for her at the Home. 
She improved visibly in the four weeks, but was still 
quite unfit for service; kind people in the parish, 
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hearing of the circumstances, provided one for one 
week, another for another, so that she had eight weeks 
in all, at the end of which she left in good health and 
able to take another situation, in which she was doing 
well when last we heard of her." 

The Home is now in its third year, and con- 
tinues to prosper. Up to the present date, eighty- 
six inmates have been received. It has, under 
the blessing of God, afforded relief to many 
sufferers, and we trust will continue to do so. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Augmentation of Endowment. 

TN the autumn of 1869 the Ecclesiastical Com- 
missioners made a proposal for the increase 
of the endowment, which I laid before my Pa- 
rishioners in the following Address : — 

"7b the Parishioners of Rownhams, and to all who have 
found Comfort and Blessing in the Services and 
Ministrations of St. John's Church, 

" A communication has been made by the Eccle- 
siastical Commissioners to me, as Vicar of Rown- 
hams, which I feel that it is my duty to lay before all 
who from any cause are interested in the well-being 
of this Parish. 

" The proposal contained in this communication is 
in fact made to the Parishioners, and not me ; it is 
for them or others to take up and deal with it, or to 
suffer it to fall to the ground. It can only be carried 
out so far as they are willing to co-operate. 

"The Ecclesiastical Commissioners have informed 
me by their Secretary, that they are prepared * to 
make a grant in Augmentation of the Vicar's Income 
of any sum not exceeding £95 a-year, subject to the 
provision of an equivalent benefaction from non- 
ecclesi^tical sources.' That is to say, the Commis- 
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sioners are prepared to double the interest on any 
sum given in augmentation of the present endowment 
of this Parish, up to £95 a-year. 

" Thus, supposing a sum could be raised, the in- 
terest of which would amount to £95 a-year, the Com- 
missioners would add to it £95 a-year more, making 
the addition in all £190 a-year, and they would do 
the same by any lesser sum. If £2,000 were raised, 
they would in effect add another £2,000, making an 
increased income of £120; to £1,000 they would add 
another £1,000, so as to give an increase of £60 a-year, 
in addition to the present endowment. The sum of 
£95 a-year has been fixed on, as, being doubled, it 
would, with the present endowment of £60, raise the 
Income of the Parish to £250 a-year, which, accord- 
ing to their scale of augmentation in other cases, 
appears to be what they consider the lowest sum 
which it is fitting should be provided for the main- 
tenance of a clergyman. 

" This proposal was communicated to me two 
months ago, but I could not at once make up my 
mind to lay it before you, since it is in truth ask- 
ing you to make an outlay in order to add to my 
income as your clergyman. And though we have the 
highest authority for saying, that * they who preach 
the Gospel should live of the Gospel,' and £60 a-year 
is certainly a very inadequate provision to live of, yet 
it is one thing to receive gratefully what is spon- 
taneously tendered, and another thing to ask for it. 

" But on reflection, I saw plainly that it would not 
be right for me to let any feelings of this kind hold 
me back from making you acquainted with this offer. 
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For I am but a Trustee in the Benefice, for the time 
being ; my connection with it may cease at any mo- 
ment; and by-and-by, when the opportunity for ob- 
taining this augmentation was passed and goue^ it 
might be justly said that I had no right to withhold 
the knowledge of this from those to whom in truth it 
is made, and to whose consideration I am therefore 
bound to submit it. 

'^I am well aware, that although for so small a 
Parish there are an unusual number of resident gentry 
of independent means, yet their position is peculiar. 
They are not freeholders ; they do not therefore re- 
gard themselves as having any fixed tie to the Parish. 
Any one who has been acquainted with the neighbour- 
hood for thirty years, must know how many changes 
there have been in the occupation of the houses. 
Hence they feel a natural disinclination to make any 
large outlay where they have but a passing interest. 
(Yet, indeed, what is there in which we have, any of 
us, more than a passing interest?) And the owners 
of the land in the Parish, being non-residents, have 
no immediate concern in the Church matters. 

'' Still it is only right that the subject should be 
laid before you ; and although in order to obtain the 
full benefit offered by the Ecclesiastical Commission 
it would be necessary to raise a large sum, yet it is 
to be remembered that the ofier extends to all lesser 
sums that may be raised. Every £100, £50, £20, or 
£10, will be doubled. 

"Neither will it fail to occur to you, that since 
none are chargeable here with pew-rents or church- 
rates, or tithes, or any other payment towards the 
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support of their Church and Minister, there is a rea- 
sonable ground of appeal to you all, to do something 
according to your means, for the permanent benefit 
of a Church and Parish, all the ministrations of which 
have been free to you ever since its consecration. 

** A noble example has been set of providing freely 
the Services and Ordinances of the Church, for all 
who cared to use them, without charge or cost, at 
an outlay of some £10,000, by one individual alone. 
You have now an opportunity of helping to give 
greater efficiency to this good work, by contributing 
something towards a more suitable endowment of 
the living. 

'' I must also mention that the offer made by the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners is limited to a certain 
time. I am required to report before the end of the 
year what sum is forthcoming, and whence derived. 
As I understand, the offer is then closed. I must 
therefore request any who are disposed to help, to 
let me know before the end of this month, what they 
would be willing to do in the matter. I will then 
report progress in our Magazine for December. 

'' Meanwhile I may take this opportunity of stating 
that a very encouraging beginning has already been 
made. Whilst thinking over the matter, in some 
doubt what steps to take, and before I had resolved 
to do what I am here doing, I determined to lay the 
case before our Bishop. I was not then aware that 
he intended to resign his office, and I knew that he 
had given liberal help towards the augmentation of 
small livings in other parts of the Diocese. Accord- 
ingly I wrote to him, and laid the whole subject 
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before him, asking whether he could, under the cir- 
cumstances, do anything for so small a Parish as ours. 
Jt gives me verj great pleasure to communicate the 
answer I promptly received to this application, and to 
quote Mr. Sumner's words, writing for his Father : — 

" * I am desired by the Bishop to acknowledge your letter 
of the 20th, and to tell you that he will contribute the sum 
of £500 towards the increased endowment of Rownhams. 
The Bishop has not, as a general rule, given so large a sum 
to parishes with your population, but he considers that so 
much has been done by private munificence for Rovmhams, 
that it has a peculiar claim upon him, and he is glad to be 
able to shew his sympathy with the work in a practical way.' 

'*With these gratifying and encouraging words, 
which so greatly add to the value of the gift, I leave 
the matter in your hands, only observing that it is 
from no disrespect thuu I have forborne to appeal to 
you individually, but rather because, by laying the 
case before you in this way, I am able to speak more 
fully without seeming to press it upon any, and leav- 
ing it to those who may be disposed to lend a hand, 
to signify to me their willingness to do so. 

" R. F. W." 

It will be seen by what follows, reprinted from 
the next month's Magazine, how liberally this 
appeal was responded to. 

^'Augmentation of JEndowment, 

" According to my promise I now report progress 
made in the matter of the increased Endowment 
Fund. The amount of help promised, and the good- 
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will with which it has been tendered, are cause of 
thankfulness, and the rather because as yet, with 
very few exceptions besides the Bishop's gift, all has 
come from members of the congregation. 

'* I am aware that the manner of my appeal to 
you by the paper in our Magazine has been found 
fault with bv some, and that it has been said that 
I ought rather to have called a meeting of the Parish- 
ioners to consider the subject. 

"I do not myself see what purpose this would have 
answered, which has not been equally well, or better, 
answered by the printed address. It has made the 
matter more widely known, because the Magazine is 
taken in by many who could not have been at a meet- 
ing, and I believe that the whole case is more dis- 
tinctly and clearly set forth in that paper, than could 
well have been done by word of mouth. Some have 
been kind enough to express their approval of the 
method I adopted, for which I thank them. All, 
I have no doubt, will give me credit for having tried 
to put the matter forward in the best and most re- 
spectful way. 

*' Considering the kind interest the Bishop had 
taken in the matter, I took the liberty of sending 
him a copy of the address, and I have had the satis- 
faction of hearing that he approved of it. Mr. Sumner 
writes, * The Bishop has read your paper, he thought 
it in every respect a very good one, and well-adapted 
to draw out the sympathies of the people in the work 
you are promoting.' 

" I hope next month to report the completion of the 
arrangement with the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 
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^' I propose to call at their office on or about the 
8th of this month, to lay before them what we have 
done; and I should feel much obliged if the sums 
promised might be paid on or before the 7th, into 
Messrs. Drummond's Bank, Charing Cross, London, 
to the account of the Eev. E. F. Wilson, for the 
' Eownhams Yicarage Augmentation Fund.' I shall 
endeavour to obtain from the Commissioners an ex- 
tension of the time within which they will receive and 
double contributions, and any that may yet come in 
shall be acknowledged." 

Contributions to the Eownhams Vicarage 

Augmentation Fund, 

£ s. d. 

The Lord Bishop of Winchester . . . 500 

The Bight Hon. W. Cowper Temple . . 300 

The Bev. T. G. Bumaby . . ... . 200 

The Lady H. Trench 100 

Mrs. Powell 100 

Bolles Driver, Esq 100 

W. Baldock, Esq 50 

Bev. B. F. Wilson 50 

Bev. B. S. Borland , 20 

Mrs. S. Brown and Miss Gardiner . . . 20 

The Miss Watsons 20 

Bev. Dr. McQuhae 20 

W. Forder, Esq 20 

Bev. J. and Mrs. Watson . . . . 10 

C. Deacon, Esq. . . . . . .10 

C. J. Tylee, Esq 10 

Mr. Withers 10 

T 10 

Carried forward £1,550 
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£ 8. d. 

Brought forward £1,550 

Anon 10 

F 9 

W. Stead, Esq 5 5 

C 5 

Mr. Freemantle 5 

£1,584 5 

The income of the Parish has thus been raised 
from £60 to £165. 



CHAPTER X. 

Miscellaneous ; — Baptisms. — Sponsors. — Mar- 
riage BEFORE A BeGISTRAR. — CaRE OF CHURCH- 
YARD. — Presence of Non- Communicants. — 
Fasting Communion. 

T'HE few papers which form the matter of thi« 
chapter, have appeared at various times and 
at considerable intervals^ as circumstances hap- 
pened to call them forth. 

" To the Parishioners of JRownhams, 

" My Dear Friends, 

'^ I have given notice this month, that Holy Bap- 
tism will be administered, as a general rule, onlj on 
the last Sunday of each month. 

"Most of you will probably recollect that this was 
the custom in respect to Baptisms when I came here. 
I changed it, and have been willing that children 
should be brought to be baptized on any Sunday, 
according to the convenience of the parents. 

" I have made this alteration chiefly with a view 
to avoid all unnecessary delay in bringing little ones 
to receive that thing, which by nature they cannot 
have ; and that no time should be lost before commit- 
ting them to their Saviour's loving care. 

"The Church gives very clear directions on this 
matter, desiring the Curates of every Parish * often 
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to admonish the people, that they defer not the Bap- 
tism of their children longer than the first or second 
Sunday after the birth, or other Holy Day falling be- 
tween, unless upon a great and reasonable cause.' 

**But it seems lo me that leaving it open for chil- 
dren to be brought on any Sunday, instead of pro- 
moting, as was intended, their speedy Baptism, has 
rather had the effect of making parents less careful 
to bring them as soon as they might. Putting off 
for one week, if there is any check or hindrance, seems 
a small matter, whereas if the missing an opportunity 
entailed the delay of a month, parents would be at 
more pains to make the necessary arrangements. 

" And so I find myself inclining to return to the 
custom as I found it here, for the very reason which 
led me to depart from it, viz., in order that infants 
should be brought to church for Holy Baptism with 
as little delay as may be, instead of (as too frequently 
happens) their Baptism being put off till they are 
two, three, four months old, or even more. 

"I wish, therefore, to give this notice, that the 
last Sunday in the month will be the regular Sunday 
for public Baptisms. 

^^ I know that one chief cause of these delays in 
bringing the little ones to the font, is the difficulty 
persons have in finding Sponsors. I should feel 
obliged to any communicants in the Parish who would 
signify to me their willingness to undertake the office 
of Sponsors, and would authorise me in cases where 
proper Sponsors cannot be found, to mention their 
names to parents, as persons who, I know, would be 
willing to stand if asked. 
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"I venture to ask any who happen to have kept 
the numbers of our Parish Magazine for 1864, to 
refer to the June number in that year, where they 
will find a few words on the subject. I have given 
there three simple rules, which I think would, under 
ordinary circumstances, be a sufficient discharge of the 
responsibilities incurred by undertaking the office. 

'' For after all, it is to be remembered, that it is the 
Church herself, in the aggregate of her members, who 
is the one general Sponsor, by authorising and direct- 
ing the Baptism of Infants ; and those who answer 
are but as representative persons, giving utterance to 
the Church's voice in this her charitable work. 

** If the Master and Lord has shewn His willingness 
to receive little ones, and to bless them, we may feel 
sure that His Handmaid and Servant, the Church, 
would not wish that any of her regulations should 
have the effect of unnecessarily hindering any little 
one from being offered to His arms. And by a readi- 
ness to undertake this office, we may, each of us, 
help to carry out the Church's fulfilment of her 
Lord's will. " R. F. W." 

The following is the paper referred to, which 
was printed in June, 1864 : — 

** 7b the Communicants of St, John's, Itotvnhams. 
*' Deaelt Beloved, 

" There is in this, as in a great many Parishes at 
times, a good deal of difficulty in finding Sponsors to 
answer for infants when they are brought to Holj 
Baptism. Many "petaoiia ^e^\\\i^ \»\\e solemn nature 
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of the questions addressed to Godparents, and the 
responsibility of the engagement, are unwilling to 
undertake the office. Now I wish you to consider, 
whether the Church may not reasonably expect her 
full-grown members to undertake this office willingly, 
even for comparative strangers, when they are in 
a difficulty about procuring Sponsors. 

** The Prayer-book describes the bringing of infants 
to Holy Baptism as ' a charitable work.' But since 
infants cannot be brought to church for Baptism with- 
out Sponsors, it follows that this charitable work must 
be delayed, unless some be found to answer for them. 

'^ I would not make light of any responsibility, nor 
would I have any one undertake the office carelessly 
and without thought ; but I think some of you exag- 
gerate the responsibilities of Sponsors. I do not be- 
lieve that any Christian person need scruple to under- 
take the office for a neighbour if he thinks that the 
parents are really purposing to give their child a 
Christian training and education, and to put him in 
the way of instruction from his Clergyman, and pre- 
paration for Confirmation in due time. 

''In the case of strangers, and those about whom 
you feel doubtful, it would be well to obtain a distinct 
promise from the parents that these things should 
be attended to, and to make it a condition of your 
consenting to stand. 

" And for yourselves, I believe that you would be 
discharging the obligations of the office, in the sense 
in which the Church imposes it, if you would observe 
these three rules : — 

" 1. — Every day when you say your prayers, 
to mention each of your Godchildren by 
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name, and ask Ood to bless and keep them 
from sin. 
" 2. — If you see the parents evidently neglecting 
their duty as to the Christian education of 
their children, to remind them gentlj and 
charitably of their promise. 
" 3. — In the case of the death of the parents, to 
do what you can to put your Godchildren in 
the way of good teaching, and to speak to 
the Clergyman of the Parish about them. 
" Surely any Christian person undertaking the 
office in this spirit, and observing these simple rules, 
may consider that he is doing it, not so much for the 
child's sake, or for his neighbour's sake, but really and 
truly for Christ his Saviour's sake ; and, so doing, has 
he not some portion in the blessing promised in these 
sayings of our blessed Lord : * Whoso shall receive 
one sufh little child in My Name, receiveth Me ;' and 
again, 'Whosoever shall give to drink unto one of 
these little ones, a cup of cold water only in the name 
of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no 
wise lose his reward.* And is not that reward worth 
trying for, in any and every way set before us ? 

"I remain, your faitliful Friend and Pastor, 

"R. F. W." 



On Marriage before a Registrar : — 

"7b the Parishioners of Rownhams, 

" My Deab Friends, 
*' Among the many and great changes (some for 
the better and some for the worse) which have come 
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to pass of late years, there is one about which, it 
seems to rae, that every Parish Priest to whose charge 
souls have been committed, ought to warn his people 
very plainly and strongly. It is this ; the change 
which has taken place in the laws concerning Mar- 
riage, or what the Church calls Holy Matrimony. 

*' Old people can still remember the time when 
there was no lawful way of being married except in 
Church ; and that, whether the persons to be married 
were really members of the Church or not. 

"Now, as everyone knows, this is no longer so; 
if people choose, they can go and be married at a 
Registry OflBce, without the Church service or any 
religious service at all. And such a marriage is valid 
according to the laws of the land, and children born 
of it are recognised by the State as legitimate. 

" This I say is well known, but I am afraid people 
very often do not know, or do not consider, why this 
change has been made, and to whom it is intended to 
apply. Observe: I do not say the change is a bad 
one ; it is a very sad change, but it is a just and 
necessary one. It is sad that it should be needful ; 
but, being needful, it was right and just that it should 
be made. As long as English people were all of one 
mind, and believed that God had given them the 
Bible and the Church to guide them through things 
temporal so that they should not lose the things 
eternal, there was no need for any provision of this 
kind. But since in these latter years so many have 
fallen away from the Church's teaching into all 
kinds of dissent, and others have unhappily gone 
further still, and given up faith in the Bible as the 
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revealed word of God, it became needful that such 
persons should have some waj of contracting a lawful 
marriage without being compelled to profane the 
Church's service, which they would do if they took 
part in it while in their hearts they had no care for 
it, and only came to church because they could get 
married in no other way. 

"For heathens, unbelievers, or utterly irreligious 
persons, a Registrar's marriage is the only fitting 
kind of marriage. Such persons have no right to the 
Church's blessing, which they would only profane. 

"But what have Christians to do with such a way 
of marrying ? That the law never contemplated Chris- 
tian people being married at the Kegistry Office is 
quite clear by the fact that by the A.ct 19 and 20 Vict, 
chap. 119, section 12, it is directed that 'at no 
marriage solemnized at the Begistry Office of any 
dibtrict, shall any religious service be used at such 
Eegistry Office.' So that when a Registrar either 
himself uses any religious service, or allows any one 
else to do so, he breaks the law, and is liable to the 
penalty of so doing, if proceeded against. 

"I am afraid that some Registrars do sometimes 
break the law in this way, and by using some kind 
of service, deceive ignorant people, and make them 
believe that their marriage is a religious one, and 
that they have God's blessing upon it. For unfor- 
tunately it is the case, as you know, that Church- 
people do go to the Registrar to be married. They do 
not see that for them such a way of getting married 
is wrong. Their marriage is a lawful marriage it is 
true; but it is an irreligious marriage. It is not the 
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way ill which Christian people should ever be married. 
Eor it is really marrjiog, not as Ghristiaus, but as 
heathens. If, for instance, it were to happen that 
two unconverted Hottentots or S^affirs were to desire 
to be married amongst us, they would have to go to 
the Registry Office ; they could not be married in 
Church because they were not Christians; and so 
when professing Christians marry at a Registry Office, 
they are voluntarily choosing the way of marrying 
which unbaptized heathens would be obliged to resort 
to; choosing, that is, to be treated as heathens in 
preference to being married as faithful Ciiristians, 
according to God's holy ordinance. 

^' But some may ask, Why should marriage be ac- 
counted a holy thing, and entered upon with a reli- 
gious service ? We know it was so among the Jews, 
God's ancient people, and that so it has always been 
in the Christian Church, but why ? 

*' 1. — Because it is in a special way an ordinance 
of God. He provided for it, and instituted it in the 
creation of Eve. There was a time when there was 
no woman in the world, and God could have pro- 
vided for the multiplication of the human race in 
other ways, as there are countless hosts of Angels 
created by His will. But he made woman for the 
special purpose of companionship for man, and as 
the means by which mankind should be increased. 
So marriage is thus holy in its institution, coming 
straight from God. 

^* 2. — The words of our blessed Lord and His Apo- 
stles respecting marriage, give His sanction to this 
view of the religious character of marriage, as any one 
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must see who will read carefully such passages as, St. 
Matt. xiv. 16; Eph. v. 22—25; 1 St. Pet. iii. 1—7. 

*' 3. — There is to Christians a further sacredness 
in the state, as setting forth under a figure the union 
between Christ and His Church ; as it is said in the 
Marriage Service : ' God hath consecrated the state 
of Matrimony to such an excellent mystery, that in 
it is signified and represented the spiritual marriage 
and unity between Christ and His Church.' Accord- 
ingly the Church has always enjoined that marriage 
should be performed as a religious ceremony, and 
regarded not as a mere social institution, but as a 
holy ordinance. And from the very earliest times 
passages might be quoted from Christian writers, 
shewing how entirely this was their view and practice 
concerning Holy Matrimony. 

" If persons were more accustomed to these high 
thoughts of the sacredness of marriage, it would often 
save them from entering upon it in the thoughtless 
and irreligious way so many do. But I am afraid 
there is too often another reason why people have 
recourse to the Registrar ; and that is that they are 
ashamed to go to church. There is something about 
their marriage which they know is not as it should 
be, and so they are glad to get it over, and to keep 
out of sight and out of mind, as far as may be, when 
and where the marriage has been. 

** These are the saddest cases of all ; especially 
where such falls happen to those who have known 
what it was to live in the fulness of the Church's bless- 
ings and privileges. But it may be that afterwards 
tbejr come to a better mm^, o^i^ ^\^lv they had not 
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done as they have. The marriage is over; it is 
a lawful marriage ; of course it cannot be repeated ; 
but thej would like to make it religious if they knew 
how, and to ask their Saviour's blessing on that which 
they entered upon without any thought or care for it. 

"Now it is well such persons should know that 
this may be done. If they are really sorry for the 
sin of having been married in an unchristian way, 
and if they are willing to admit this honestly and 
seriously, and take shame for it, they need not live on 
without the Church's blessing on their marriage. 

''The first thing for them to do is, to make no 
secret that they feel they have done wrong. They 
must not say to themselves or others, that it does 
not matter after all; that the marriage is just as 
lawful, and that once done it cannot be altered. 
They should humbly and honestly admit their fault. 
And then, if they really desire to make their marriage 
Christian, as far as is now possible, they might ask 
their Clergyman to let them go to church and have 
some of the Church's words of prayer and blessing 
spoken over them. 

" If you look at the Marriage Service in the 
Prayer-book, you will see that it consists of two parts. 
The marriage is complete, and the couple pronounced 
man and wife together, before they leave the body of 
the church to go up to the Lord's Table for the con- 
clusion of the service. 

"With the first part, such persons as I speak of 
have nothing to do. They are already married, and 
that cannot be repeated. But the latter half of the 
service, or at least some portions of it, might, I con- 
ceive, be used under these circumstances, for such as 
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bumblj and heartily desire it. And I believe there 
are many who would look back all their liyes afber, 
with thankfulness on this, both as an act of repent- 
ance, and as a means of hallowing their union and 
asking God's blessing on it. They would feel that 
by this step their married state was lifted up to 
something higher, not only for this life, but for the 
life to come; for, says Bishop Taylor, 'although at 
the resurrection there shall be no relation of husband 
and wife, and no marriage shall be celebrated but the 
marriage of the Lamb ; yet then shall be remembered 
how men and women passed through this state, which 
is a type of that, and from this sacramental union all 
holy pairs shall pass to the spiritual and eternal, 
where love shall be their portion, and joys shall crown 
their heads, and they shall lie in the bosom of Jesus, 
and in the heart of God, to eternal ages/ 

" E. F. W." 



On the Care of the Churchyard : — 

** To the Parishioners of Rownhams, 

"My Deab Feiends, 

<< I wish to say a few words to you on the condition 
of our churchyard, the improvement in which you 
may have observed. 

'^I take blame to myself for having allowed it to 
remain so long in a rough and half-neglected state, 
which I fear some at least may have noticed with 
something more than regret. 

'^However, my attention has been called to it of 
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late, and I have resolved it shall not, if I can help 
it^ fall back into the condition in which it has lat- 
terly been. 

''A Christian graveyard is a winter garden, into 
which are dropped from time to time most precious 
seeds, to await the spring-time of the resurrection, and 
therefore it ought not to look rough, untidy, uncared 
for. The walks ought not to be overgrown with 
weeds, as in a neglected and long-untenanted garden. 
The turf should not be left rough and scrubby. The 
graves should not be untrimmed and neglected ; some 
half-sunk in the ground, some a mere ridge of coarse 
gravel, some unclothed with any herbage, and others 
rank with coarse weeds. 

'' Nor is this a mere matter of neatness and pro- 
priety; it is not even to be thought of as simply 
a mark of respect for the space of ground that sur- 
rounds the House of God; (although its being set 
apart, with the church, from all common use, by 
a solemn consecration to God's service, should itself 
be suflBcient reason for our reverent care of it). It 
has to do with what concerns living souls : the living 
souls of our brethren in the unseen world, as well as 
the living souls around us. A Christian graveyard 
is both a memorial of the departed and a reminder 
to those who are yet in the flesh. 

"It is not well that the state of a churchyard 
should be such as to express the thought, 'out of 
sight, out of mind,' concerning those whose bodies 
rest there; nor should its neglected condition seem 
to say to the living, * this is no concern of yours.' 
Bather the care and beauty with which all is kept 
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should be a witness to our loving remembrance of 
the frieuds whose mortal bodies are here asleep, and 
our reverent care for the resting-places of their re- 
mains should make us feel that if such respect is 
seemly towards lifeless bodies, which have once been 
temples of the Holy Ghost, how much more should 
we watch against dishonouiing the bodies which are 
yet in the flesh, and in which His presence now 
dwells. And as we pass among the graves of our 
neighbours on our way to the House of God, we may 
recall how we have not only worshipped together 
whilst they were visibly amongst us, but how even 
now, we have still with them a communion of prayer 
and praise, and most especially in that Service in 
which we join ' with Angels and Archangels, and all 
the Company of Heaven.' 

" The custom which has arisen of burying our 
dead in large public cemeteries, apart from churches, 
does not, I fear, tend to keep up such thoughts as 
these. It is a necessity which has arisen through the 
great increase of population in our towns, where, for 
the well-being of the living, it is thought needful that 
they should be parted entirely from the resting-places 
of the dead. It is a great loss to such persons, that 
one great lesson of the Communion of Saints is thus 
put out of sight. 

'' But in our quiet villages and country places, the 
graveyard, or as it is beautifully called in German, 
' God's Acre,' is close upon the House of God, and 
leads to it ; and as we pass through the graves, we are 
reminded that we are only separated from those whose 
memorials are around us by a narrow stream, and 
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that though out of sight, thej are as truly alive as 
we are. Labour and pains bestowed on the church- 
yard, and care for the graves of our friends, help much 
to keep up these wholesome thoughts about the state 
of the departed, as well as our concern for and with 
them, and I will endeavour that this lesson shall for 
the future be brought out more to the eye, than 
I regret to say it has been here. 

'' Careful keeping up and nice dressing of the 
church -ground cannot of course be done without 
some cost, and if it should seem to pull much upon 
our church funds, I may perhaps, at some future 
time, ask you to make a special Offertory for the pur- 
pose. But there is another way in which all might 
bear their part in this good work, and which, I am 
sure, only needs to be mentioned, to meet with 
a willing and hearty response. 

** Sooner or later, we all acquire what may be 
called a vested interest in our churchyard. Sooner 
or later, some spot becomes the resting-place of one 
or more who are dear to us. The bond may be one 
of nature's nearest and dearest ties : husband, wife, 
child, father, mother, brother, sister; or there may 
be no relationship, as in the case of a dear friend, 
a beloved master, or a faithful servant ; or the link 
may be wholly spiritual, as of a father, son, or 
brother, in the Lord. But who is there in a parish 
who does not, sooner or later, look upon at -least one 
spot of the churchyard as being, in one or other of 
these ways, specially his own ? Now if each would 
bestow a little time, and pains, and trouble, on the 
care of that one grave which belongs to him,- almost 
all would be looked to. And it would be a ^ood and 
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dutiful work. Half-an-bour on a summer's evening 
would be well and piously bestowed by a young man, 
when his day's work was over, in trimming and adorn- 
ing the grave of his father, or mother, or baby-sister. 
Such tending would be better than any paid work, for 
there would be more love in it ; and who can say what 
a blessing and protection the thoughts there raised 
might be, or how such loving care might help to 
prepare the hearts of the young and healthy for the 
time when they too * shall be lying, each within his 

narrow bed.' 

"I remain, 

** Tours faithfully in Christ, 

«E. F. W." 

" P.S. — I may as well take this opportunity of re- 
minding you that it is illegal to put up any gravestone 
in a churchyard without the permission of the In- 
cumbent, and that any epitaph or inscription designed 
for a gravestone should also be submitted to him for 
his approval. 

" I would also gladly give advice on any matter 
connected with the care and dressing of the graves." 



On the Presence of Non-communicants at the 
Celebration of the Holy Eucharist : — 

*' To the Parishioners of Rownhams, 

" My Deab Fbiends, 

" The heavy pour of rain just as the greater number 
of the congregation were leaving the church, daring 
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last Sunday's Morning Service^ has suggested some 
thoughts, which I should like to offer for your con- 
sideration. 

" When I heard the heavy sweep of the storm on 
the roof, and the driving rain and wind against the 
windows, I had almost persuaded myself to rise from 
my knees, and invite the whole congregation to re- 
main in their places, till the conclusion of the great 
Christian Service, at the first part of which, from the 
opening of the Communion Service to the end of the 
sermon, all had been present. For, you know that 
those who leave the Church at the time when the 
larger portion of our congregation do so, go away in 
the middle of the Communion Service. 

** But then I remembered that once before, when 
I had given such a notice, on a like occasion, those 
who remained, as soon as the storm abated a little, 
got up and went away. This seemed disrespectful, 
as if, as soon as their own convenience had been 
served, they at once retired, without further thought 
or concern with what was going on. And whilst 
these thoughts were passing through my mind, the 
stir of going out had begun, and it was too late to 
say anything. 

"But, as the same thing may happen again, I 
think it well to take this opportunity of saying what, 
in such a case, may guide you as to what you had 
better do. 

" Now there is no reason why any Christian man, 
woman, or child, should not be present during the 
Celebration of the Holy Communion, without re- 
ceiving. Our Church nowhere directs that any one 

M 
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should withdraw at that time. We find in the old 
Liturgies which have been preserved to us, and some 
of which may be traced up almost to the Apostles 
themselves, that the most ancient custom of the Church 
was, that at a certain point in the service, after the 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, and prayers and in- 
tercessions had been ma^de, notice was given aloud 
by one of the deacons, that before the Celebration of 
the Holy Mysteries, certain persons should depart : 
but who? "Not baptized Christians, not even chil- 
dren ; on the contrary there is a special direction 
that the children (probably the elder ones) should 
remain near the Sanctuary, under charge of a dea- 
con, and the very little ones be taken up into their 
mothers* arms. But because in those early days, 
before the Church had gathered whole nations into 
her fold, it often happened, that there were present 
in the assemblies of the faithful, some who were only 
under instruction for baptism, or sometimes even 
heathen, who came to see and enquire into Christian 
worship and teaching, and who, of course, could not 
be allowed to join in the most holy Service, therefore 
the deacon was commanded to say, ' Let none of the 
Catechumens (that is, those preparing for baptism,) 
none of the hearers, none of the unbelievers, none of 
the heterodox stay.' 

" But now, all members of our congregation are 
supposed to be baptized Christians, and so, if you 
look through the Prayer-book, you will see that there 
is no direction whatever given for any of the con- 
gregation to go away, nor is there any provision made 
for a pause or break in the service, to allow of their 
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doing 80. Hence our custom varies ; in some places, 
non- communicants withdraw after the sermon; in 
some, after the prayer for the Church militant ; while 
in some, they remain until the end of the service. 

" It does not enter into my present purpose to speak 
more particularly of this. What I now wish you to 
observe is, that you are at liberty to remain during 
the Communion Service, without receiving, on any 
day tiiat there is Holy Communion. There is no rule 
to the contrary. But then, remain for the whole 
Service, using your Prayer-book, joining in the con- 
fession, giving reverent attention to the other Pray- 
ers, and by your humble Amens uniting yourselves, 
as far as you may, with tliose who partake of the 
Heavenly Peast, and trying to lift up your heart in 
adoration to Him "Who is there specially present 
to be our Pood and Sustenance ; and, unless bodily 
infirmities prevent, remain on your knees ; do not 
sit and gaze. 

** You may perhaps, not unnaturally, feel that to 
remain in Church for such a cause as the weather, or 
for rest, or on account of feeling ill, or any such like 
reasons, would be disrespectful, as if you were taking 
a liberty in so using the Church for your own con- 
venience, and remaining at the most holy service as 
a spectator only. This is a right and true feeling, 
and I could never recommend any one to remain as 
a spectator only ; but if you will attend to what I have 
already said on the subject, you will not be there 
as a spectator, but as a worshipper ; and I think that 
God who loves mercy and not sacrifice, and who de- 
scribes His Church as *a tabernacle for a shadow 
in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of 
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refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain ■/ 
would not grudge the use of His House as a shelter 
and refuge in earthly storms and troubles, or to 
guard against risk of sickness from getting wet, if 
those who so used it, did so in a reverent, thankful 
spirit, trying to bear in mind His specially near 
Presence, Whose House it is. It may be, too, that 
thus assisting at so holy and blessed a service, some 
might be thereby drawn to desire a nearer approach, 
and be moved to prepare themselves not pnly to be 
present at, but to partake of, that holy Feast, to 
which all are so lovingly bidden by God Himself. 
" I remain, 

" Your affectionate Friend and Pastor, 

"E. F. W." 



On receiving the Holy Communion, fasting. 
May, 1870. 

'* There is one point connected with the Holy Com- 
munion for which I had not room in last month's 
paper, but on which I wish to say a few words, as 
there may be some who feel the need of counsel on 
the subject. 

" There has been, especially of late, a growing 
feeling in the minds of many, that it is more becom- 
ing and more reverent to receive the Holy Sacrament 
before touching any ordinary food. And some go so 
far as to hold that it is wrong to receive, if any food 
has been taken previously ; and accordingly, where 

* Isaiah iv. 6. 
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there is only a mid-day Communion, and health does 
not allow them to continue so long fasting, they ab- 
stain from receiving, and believe that it is an act of 
reverence and dutiful obedience to the rules of the 
Church, thus to debar themselves, even many times, 
from the privilege of communicating, when otherwise 
they would receive. 

**Thi8 will probably be a new and strange idea to 
many, especially the elderly and middle-aged amongst 
us, and such persons may feel inclined to dismiss the 
notion at once, as superstitious. But before we do 
so, it will be well to consider how the case really 
stands. 

"Our blessed Lord, as we know, first instituted 
the Sacrament in the evening, immediately after a 
meal ; and in the earlier Apostolic times, as appears 
from Acts xx. 8, and 1 Cor. xi. 20, 23, the Celebration 
continued to be in the evening, and without any re- 
striction as to food. But a change took place in 
this custom in the earliest times of the Church ; so 
early that it would seem to have been enjoined by 
the Apostles themselves. As far as I am able to 
judge, it appears that the custom of receiving the 
Holy Communion fasting was the law and usage 
throughout the Primitive Church. It is recognised as 
such by divines of our own Church. Bishop Taylor 
says, * Fasting before the Holy Sacrament is a custom 
of the Christian Church, and derived to us from great 
antiquity ; and the use of it is, that we might express 
honour to the Mystery, by suffering nothing to enter 
our mouths before the symbols. Fasting to this pur- 
pose is not an act of mortification, but of reverence 
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and venerable esteem of the instruments of religion, 
and so is to be understood. And thus also, not to eat 
or drink before we have said our Morning Devotions, 
is esteemed to be a religious decency.' 

** Again, elsewhere he says, ' It is the custom of 
the Church, of great antiquity, and proportionable 
regard, that every Christian that is in health should 
receive the blessed Sacrament fasting.' * Sick people 
and the weak are as readily to be excused in this 
thing as the Apostles were by Christ, in the case 
before mentioned,' i.e. when early on the Sabbath 
they plucked the ears of corn, and did eat. 

**And again, in his directions how to receive the 
Holy Sacrament, he says, * Let us receive the con- 
secrated elements with all devotion and humility of 
body and spirit; and do this honour to it, that it 
be the first food we eat, and the first beverage we 
drink that day, unless it be in case of sickness or 
other great necessity.' 

**In the face of such words as these, coupled with 
the universal rule and practice of the early Church, 
we cannot surely dismiss the matter as no way con- 
cerning us. 

** But although the ancient usage of the Church is 
so clear and strict, it appears to me that we need 
not scruple to receive after taking food, as if it were 
a sin to do so ; for, 

'*1. — If it had been profane or irreverent to re- 
ceive after eating, it is difficult to believe that 
our Lord would Himself have instituted the 
Holy Sacrament immediately after a meal ; or, 

" 2. — That after the outpouring of the Holy Grhost 
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on the day of Pentecost, the Apostles should 
have kept the observance of the Eeast in the 
evening, or allowed it to be in any way coupled 
with a meal. 
"3. — Since our own branch of the Church has 
given us no direction on the subject, we may 
regard ourselves as left to our own discretion, 
and bound to form the best judgment we can 
as to our duty in the matter, seeking, if need 
be, advice and guidance in order to do so. 
"But although for these reasons it is, I think, 
reasonable to conclude that the law of always receiv- 
ing fasting is not binding upon us, I would suggest 
these three rules to those who may wish for guidance 
in the matter. 

"1. — Where we have a choice, it would be well 
to receive at an early service, rather than at 
a late one. 
"2. — When we do so we should always receive 

fasting. 
'•3. — When the Service is at mid -day, and we 
cannot, without injury to health, continue 
fasting, the food taken should be less in quan- 
tity than usual, and without flesh meat. 

" E. F. W." 



CHAPTEE XI. 

Seven Years' Review. 

A T tlie risk of a certain amount of inevitable 
repetition, I will end these short notes of 
work in a small country Parish with a reprint of 
some papers from the Parish Magazines of last 
year, which I called a Seven Years' Review, and 
in which I tried to bring, in a connected form, 
before the minds of my parishioners, those mat- 
ters of common interest to us all, which it seemed 
desirable specially to recall to their remembrance, 
and fix in their minds. 

** To the Parishioners of Rownhams. 

**Mt deae Pkiends, 

*' It is now just seven years since the Bishop of 
Gibraltar resigned the charge of this Parish, which 
he had watched over for nearly eight years with so 
much diligence and care, and which owes to him 
its parochial organization. His appointment to the 
Archdeaconry of Wilts and Parish of Bremhill took 
place early in the year 1863; and on Ascension Day 
(May 14) in that year, I first took his place among 
you. Thus in little more than three months it will 
be seven years since you and I first entered upon 
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that sacred relationship of pastor and flock, priest 
and people, which must have its influence on our 
souls for good or for ill to all eternity. 

** Here then, just at the closing of a week of years, 
it may be well for both pastor and flock to make 
a brief review of the annals of the Parish; lookini; 
back upon the time past, in order by the grace of 
God to see where we have failed and come short of 
our duty towards Him and towards one another, and 
while we confess and lament our faults, gathering up 
strength and resolution for the time to come, from 
a thankful remembrance of the many mercies and 
encouragements which we have hitherto received. 

" A week of years is a considerable portion of one's 
full-grown life ; and when taken out of a life in which 
middle age is past, bears a still larger proportion to 
the working time that remains. We may well be 
thankful to the Giver of all good for granting us 
this time, and still continuing it, with many mercies 
and blessings to cheer and help us on the way that 
remains. But on looking back over this period, 
there is, alas, reason for sorrow too, for that we have 
not made better use of it. Do we not find the same 
evils to correct, the same faults to strive against, 
that there were seven years ago ? 

*'Are we not aware of warnings neglected? Of 
truths brought home to our consciences and disre- 
garded ? Of opportunities of grace offered us, and 
not used ? 

" We are not as we were seven years ago. We are 
the better or the worse for all the opportunities of 
good which have been brought before us. We are 
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living more to and for God, or less. We are nearer 
to Him, or further from Him. 

" Let us now shortly review some of the things 
■which have happened in the course of these years, 
bearing on the Christian condition of our Parish. 

'* BAPTISMS. 

" During this period there have been on6 hundred 
and six little ones born, on whom, out of God's free 
grace and mercy, the further gift of a new birth has 
been bestowed ; a new birth, giving them that which 
by nature they could not have. Thereby and therein 
these all have been made God's dear children. They 
have been in Christ brought into a state of salvation, 
a state in which they may be saved, and this, not 
simply as something at which they hope to arrive, if 
they live and grow up, but a state complete from the 
first, in which they have only to continue. For the 
Church does not hesitate to affirm of all such, that if 
they should die before committing actual sin, they 
will be undoubtedly saved. If they live, they may 
indeed fall from this happy state, snares and perils 
compass them at every step, and therefore there is 
soothing comfort in the thought that of this our little 
flock of 106, it has been God's good pleasure to take 
to Himself sixteen in infancy, with the saving drops 
yet fresh upon their brows. 

** These are safe ; for them there is nothing to 
fear ; but what of the ninety remaining lambs, left 
in the wilderness of this world ? Shall we not all do 
our part, as best we can, that they fall not a prey to 
the roaring lion who goes about seeking to devour 
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them, but that they may continue Christ's for ever, 
safe in the sheltering fold of His Church, to their 
lives* end ? 

" There are persons who complain sometimes that 
there is no work for them to do for God. They are 
willing and desirous to work, at least they think they 
are, but they do not see what they can do. Well, 
here is work which lies at every one's door — to win, 
to guard, and to help the little ones of the flock, * the 
darlings of their Lord,' the Church's special treasures. 

** First to win them; that is, to see that they are 
brought, without needless delay, to Holy Baptism ; 
and inasmuch as delay is often caused by the diffi- 
culty of procuring sponsors, I would invite all earnest 
communicants to undertake the charitable work of 
sponsorship, not exaggerating the responsibilities 
which by so doing they take upon themselves ; while 
at the same time they honestly try, as far as in them 
lies, to fulfil them. 

" I have, as you know, mentioned this, subject be- 
fore *, and expressed my wish that any communicants 
who were willing thus to work for Christ and the 
Church, sliould authorize me (in cases where there 
is a difficulty in finding sponsors) to mention their 
names to parents, as persons who would be willing to 
stand, if asked. The responsibilities thus incurred 
would, I believe, be sufficiently discharged by — 

** 1. Daily prayer for your God-children. 

'* 2. In cases of evident neglect on the part of the 
parents, speaking a word of advice, and using your 
influence for the child's good. 

« See Chap. X. p. 149. 
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** 3. In case of the death of the parents, doing 
whatever may be in your power to secure good care 
and teaching for the child. 

"There is nothing surely in these obligations to 
deter a Christian person from a charitable work ; the 
rather as it roust be remembered that it is the Church 
herself who is the general sponsor, by authorizing the 
Baptism of Infants, and those who answer are but 
her representatives in the work. 

** Then besides bringing them to Baptism, there is 
the careful watching over them afterwards, guarding 
them as far as possible from evil example, seeking to 
train them up to lead the rest of their lives according 
to the holy beginning of their Baptism, and in due 
time bringing them to renew their vows, and receive 
fresh supplies of strength by the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, through the laying on of hands. 

*'And this brings me to the next point which 
I would recall to your minds in the review of our 
seven years. 

'* CONFIKMATIONS. 

" Since my coming among you there have been two 
Confirmations ; one in 1865, by our late Bishop ; the 
other in 1868, just at the beginning of the Bishop^s 
illness, which hindered his coming. His place was 
supplied by the Bishop of Sodor and Man, who 
kindly undertook the duty. On these two occasions 
there were 61 confirmed out of our parish — 61 
persons, who solemnly pledged themselves in the 
sight of God, and in the presence of friends and 
neighbours, that, God being their helper, they would 
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strive earnestly to keep the promises which were 
made in their names at their baptisms — that is to say, 
to lead Christian lives, making it their earnest en- 
deavour to do God's will and to please Him. 

** I have looked back to the names of those then 
confirmed, and I ask myself what I know of the ways 
of those persons, what tokens there are that they 
have kept in mind the promise they then made, and 
have endeavoured honestly to keep it. Many have 
left the place ; and I can only speak of what their 
lives outwardly betokened up to the time of their 
going away ; what outward signs there were of a real 
purpose to be followers of Christ. Of the real inner 
life of his people, a clergyman, for the most part, 
knows but too little. Of some, of course, he knows 
much more than of others ; but of almost all he knows 
less than he ought to know, less than they ought to 
let him know. So one has to take some open public 
token of their mind and practice. 

** It will be allowed, that those who come to be 
confirmed with real seriousness, come to Church 
on the day of their Confirmation with minds par- 
ticularly disposed to listen to, and observe, what is 
said to them by the Bishop. It is a service and 
engagement made once for all in their lives. The 
Bishop makes a special address to them in particular, 
pointing out to them the course of Christian duty, 
on which they have entered, warning them of their 
spiritual dangers and trials, and urgently pressing 
upon them the best means for facing these dangers, 
and keeping them in the right way. It would be 
a sign of great carelessness if any one came away 
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from the Church without some clear idea of what the 
Bishop counselled them to do, and without purposing 
to lay that advice to heart and begin to act upon it. 
I would ask any who have' been confirmed whether 
they do not themselves think so? 

" Now, at both our Confirmations, as any who 
were present at them may remember, the Bishops 
very earnestly charged those on whom they laid 
their hands, to make their preparation for Confirma- 
tion a preparation for coming to Holy Communion 
without delay, telling them that in that Holy Sacra- 
ment they might indeed find strengthening for their 
souls, and the best help for carrying on the honest 
purpose with which they came to Confirmation. That 
most of you who were confirmed did understand the 
Bishops to press this duty and privilege very earn- 
estly, appears from the fact, that 44 out of the 61 
made a beginning and became communicants. Still, 
I find that 8 out of 26 confirmed in 1865 have, as 
yet, so far as I know, never set themselves to follow 
the advice pressed upon them on the day of their 
Confirmation. There are 15 who have thus far, thank 
God, not drawn back from what they had put their 
hand to; they have held on with more or less fre- 
quency and regularity. Neither, I will venture to 
say, has God's help been wanting to them in pro- 
portion to the sincerity and earnestness with w^hich 
they have sought it. Out of 35 confirmed in 1868, 
9 have never come at all, 10 but once or twice, 16 
with some sort of regularity ; but of these, as 10 
have left the parish at various times, I cannot speak 
of their present custom; of those who came once 
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or twice, and have since left off coining, I should 
be sorry to think they had not offered themselves 
for their first Communion with sincere desire to do 
God's will, and with care and self-examination, and 
with prayer to God to bless their beginning, and 
abide with them. On the other hand, their leaving 
off is a token of cooling down. "What they began 
they have no longer heart to continue. In this there 
is a token of becoming lukewarm — lukewarm in their 
private prayers, lukewarm in their prayers at Church, 
lukewarm in their endeavours to serve God and keep 
from sin in their daily lives. Such hunger as there 
was in their souls, is, alas ! gone. The longing to 
have strength from God, and become better, has 
cooled down. It may be that they are not aware 
that they are turning away from God. But they are 
aware that they are not seeking Him in earnest. 
They are in the case of those who, having put their 
hands to the plough, are looking back ; and you know 
what is said of them. Perhaps the Apostle's words 
ought to be applied to them — *Te did run well.' 
But what will that profit if now they are standing 
still ? * Ye did run well,' is then only a sorrowful 
reproof. For what are good beginnings but our 
greater condemnation except we hold on in them ? 
It is only he that endureth stedfast unto the end 
who shall be saved. 

" COMMUNIONS. 

** No outward observances of religion can by them- 
selves be decisive as to the real inward condition of 
heart and life in those who use them. There is 
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nothiDg outward which may not, through carelessness 
and want of self-mistrust, degenerate into a mere 
form, and so minister to hypocrisy and self-deceit. 
Therefore there is the greater call for watchfulness 
in their use. Still outward things are tokens. Tliey 
declare what people's standard of duty is. What 
they do carelessly, if unhappily it is the case that 
they so do it, is nevertheless a witness of what they 
acknowledge ought to be done reverently, and with 
a prepared heart. 

*' Hence, notwithstanding drawbacks and disap- 
pointments, Church services well attended, outward 
reverence in behaviour there, general joining in re- 
sponses, cheerful and hearty singing, general observ- 
ance of Confirmation, with regular attendance for in- 
struction beforehand, and number of Communicants, 
all these are, in their degree, tokens of the mind of 
the people of a place. 

"It may be, they are inconsiderate and incon- 
sistent ; but these things are tokens of their inner 
mind as to what their duty really is. 

" Confirmation, and the attendance of the newly- 
confirmed at the Holy Communion, which was the 
subject of my last month's paper, naturally brings 
me to a review of the ways of our Parish generally in 
the matter of the Holy Sacrament. 

"I am not going to make this an occasion for 
explaining the nature and benefits of that most holy 
Ordinance, but I wish to review and lay before you 
the facts of our parochial condition with regard to it. 

'* The average number of our Sunday Communicants 
during the last seven years varies but little. At first 
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sight, it might appear that there had been rather 
a falling off, for the average of 1864 (the first whole 
year that I spent amongst you) was 33, while that of 
1869 was 'SI. But then it should be observed that 
the Holy Sacrament has latterly been administered 
more frequently, and so the communicants are dis- 
tributed over a larger number of times. In 1864 
there were 56 Celebrations in Church; in 1869 the 
number was 86. 

" Taking this into account, I think we may consider 
that on the whole we have made some advance in 
this matter. 

" But is our condition as a Parish satisfactory on 
this point ? Strangers have sometimes expressed sur- 
prise at the number of our communicants ; and it 
may be that they do bear a larger proportion to the 
rest of the congregation than is, unhappily, too often 
the case. I would not be unthankful if it is so, nor 
make things out to be worse than they are. But let us 
beware of measuring ourselves by ourselves, or com- 
paring ourselves with ourselves. Let us rather mea- 
sure ourselves by our Lord's commands, and by the 
rules and practice of His Church; and if we would 
compare ourselves with any, let it be with those first 
Christians who, when they had received the word 
and been baptized, all continued stedfastly in the 
Apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in hreaking of 
Bread, and in prayers. 

** Is it not the case that there are many grown- 
up and Church -going persons amongst us, who 
never yet have cared to taste of that Bread of Life, 
of which our Lord says, * except ye eat the Flesh of 

N 
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the Son of Man, and drink His Blood, ye have no 
life in you ? ' 

"Are there not many others who are content to 
communicate once or twice, or it may be three times 
in the year, and who will go on for months together, 
turning their backs upon their Lord, and leaving the 
Church, when He would draw nearest to them ? What 
words can express the sorrow with which He must 
watch the souls whom He so loves, for whom as at 
this time He died, whom He is waiting to feed with 
His own Flesh and Blood, turning from Him ? Surely 
as the Church empties, we might almost hear Him 
saying, ' with desire have I desired to eat this Pass- 
over with you ;' and * ye will not come unto Me, that 
ye might have life.' 

** Some persons are under a great mistake in this 
matter. They persuade themselves that their keeping 
back is out of reverence ; and they think that they 
derive more benefit, and are more impressed with the 
solemnity of the service, by coming to it seldom. 
This is, as I said, a great mistake. Even supposing 
that this kind of impressiveness were the great object 
to be sought, the sense of strangeness, and unfa- 
miliarity with the Service, is a very serious hindrance 
to it, and to all true devotion. But, in truth, what we 
seek in Holy Communion is not the stirring of our 
feelings, however comfortable that may be to us, but 
a real living union with our Lord, and all holy writers 
in all ages and branches of the Church agree that 
this is best promoted by frequent Communion. 

"If any are in doubt what degree of frequency 
they may venture upon, and what rule to make for 
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themselves in the matter, they would do well to 
follow the Church's counsel, and seek advice for the 
avoiding of scruple and doubtfulness. 

"Being thus persuaded of the spiritual profit and 
blessing to be derived from frequent Communion, 
I have, as you know, considerably increased the 
number of our celebrations. 

" I began, as you may remember, in Advent, 1865, 
by adding to the Weekly Communion all those fes- 
tivals which are held in honour of our blessed Lord 
Himself; and being encouraged by the attendance at 
these, I added, in January, 1868, a celebration on 
Saints' Days, and on all days for which a special 
Collect, Epistle and Gospel are provided, with the 
exception of Ash-Wednesday and Good Friday. 

"The result of this has been cause of much thank- 
fulness ; we have never lacked a little band of Com- 
municants ; the average on these week-days last year 
was 13 ; in 1868, a little over 12. 

" I have been glad to see these occasions made use 
of by busy mothers, invalids, and others who could 
not well manage the Sunday Service : and still more 
have I rejoiced thus to provide additional opportu- 
nities for those who, by regular weekly Communion, 
have come to know something of the inestimable 
blessing of this near approach to their Lord, and to 
feel that they cannot come too often. 

"THE OFFEETOET. 

" Just before resigning his charge of this Parish, the 
Bishop of Gibraltar established the use of the weekly 
offertory, which has therefore been in operation ever 
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since my comiDg among you, and naturally comes 
under notice in our Review of the last seven years. 

" It is our custom, as you know, to print every 
year an account of our Offertory Income and Expen- 
diture, but it may be interesting to view the result 
of seven years as a whole, both as to the amount 
collected, and the objects to which your offerings 
have been applied. 

'* Looking back, then, over the accounts, I find 
that the sura of the Offertories for these seven years 
(including a balance of £9 8s. lid. in hand at the 
beginning) amounts to £1,260 6s. l^d. Of this sum 
£269 3s. 3^d. has been spent in Alms for the relief 
of poor and sick, £223 18s. 6^d. in our own Parish, 
and £45 48. 9d. elsewhere. 

"£604 12s. IJd. has been devoted to the main- 
tenance of our Church and its services — including re- 
pairs of the fabric and furniture ; care of the Church- 
yard ; heating, lighting and cleaning the Church ; 
salary of Organist, and all other accessories of divine 
worship. £88 5s. 3d. has gone to the support of 
the School. £19 17s. 8d. to sundry lesser expenses, 
averaging under £3 a-year. 

" £236 5s. 7d. has been given to Home Missions 
and relief of spiritual destitution in less favoured 
places. 

" £38 9s. 5d. to Foreign Missions : this, I may 
observe in passing, is a small sum compared with 
what has been given to other . objects, so it may 
be right to mention that £274 4s. 2d. has during 
the same period been contributed for Missionaiy 
purposes, in quarterly subscriptions, or at meetings, 
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which does not therefore come properly into the 
Offertory Account. 

" Thus, from the offerings of our little Church, 
£319 198. 9d. has gone to relieve the temporal or 
spiritual needs of other places. Or, if we add the 
Missions Subscriptions, and collections not made at 
the Offertory, it comes to £594 3s. lid. 

" JPTow I can fancy that this may seem to some a 
good account, and they may think me very unreason- 
able if I speak as if I were not satisfied with it. No 
doubt it is encouraging ; it shews how much may be 
done by little and little — how in time * many a little 
makes a mickle ;' but in order to explain why, though 
I am thankful that it is what it is, I cannot feel satis- 
Jied^ I must say a few words about the Offertory, 
as the ancient way, even from the Apostles' days, of 
gathering the alms and offerings of the faithful. 

*' The Apostolic origin of the custom may be in- 
ferred from the words of St. Paul to the Christians 
at Corinth : ' Upon the first day of the week, let 
every one of you lay by him in store as God hath 
prospered him.' (1 Cor. xvi. 2.) 

" It is true that the Apostle does not here expressly 
direct that the weekly collection should be gathered 
each Lord's Day, when they came together for public 
worship. But his direction amounts to this, that 
each should Qs^r^^ week set apart something. And 
he desires this to be done in accordance with a similar 
direction, given elsewhere : * As I have given order 
to the Churches of Galatia, so do ye.' 

" But though St. Paul deed not distinctly desire 
that the store thus laid. by sboiild be offered on each 
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Lord's Day, we have reason to know that such was 
the custom of the Church in the very earliest times. 
In an apology or remonstrance addressed by a Chris- 
tian martyr to one of the heathen emperors of Eorae, 
not more than seventy or eighty years after the death 
of St. John, we find the following description of the 
services of the Lord's Day: — 

" ' On the day which is called Sunday, there is an assembly 
in the same place of all who live in cities, or in country 
districts, and the records of the Apostles, or writings of the 
Prophets are read, as long as we have time. Then the 
Header concludes, and the President verbally instructs and 
exhorts us to the imitation of those excellent things. Then 
we all rise together and offer up our prayers ; and when we 
have concluded our prayer, bread is brought, and wine, and 
water, and the President in like manner offers up Prayers 
and Thanksgivings with all earnestness, and the people give 
their assent by saying, "Amen ;" and there is a distribution 
and partaking by every one of the Eucharistic Elements : 
and to those who are not present they are sent by the hands 
of the Deacons ; and such as are in prosperous circum- 
stances, and wish to do so, give what they will, each accord- 
ing to his choice. And what is collected is placed in the 
hands of the President, who assists the orphans and widows, 
and such as through sickness, or any other cause, are in 
want : and to those who are in bonds, and to strangers from 
afar, and in a word, to all who are in need, he is a protector.' 

**Erom this passage it appears that a weekly col- 
lection at their meeting for Sunday worship was so 
entirely a received custom among Christians at that 
early time, that even in explaining to a heathen (of 
course only in general terms) the customs of Chris- 
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tians at their solemn religious assemblies, it seemed 
natural to mention this collection as one of the cha- 
racteristic parts of their service. 

" This was in the second century of the Christian 
Church ; if we pass on to the fourth, we find St. 
Chrysostom, the great Archbishop of Constantinople, 
preaching thus upon those same words of St, Paul : — 

" ' Mark how he exhorts them even from the time : for 
indeed the day was enough to lead them to almsgiving. Call 
to mind what ye attained to on this day; how all the un- 
utterable blessings, and that which is the root and begin- 
ning of our life took place on this day On it accord- 
ingly let each one of you, not merely this or that individual, 
but each one of you, whether poor or rich, woman or man, 
slave or free, lay up in store by himself.' 

" These passages, I think, suffice to shew that the 
Ofiertory should not be regarded simply as a matter 
of giving, but rather as part of the Apostolic order for 
Christian worship on the Lord's Day. And this is 
just the aspect of it in which, I fear, most of us have 
not yet learned to regard it. If we had, I believe the 
amount of our offertories would be much larger, and 
I am sure that their true value in His sight, who 
counted the widow's farthing as worth more than all 
the offerings of the rich, would very greatly increase. 

"For consider how far we are still from fulfilling 
the direction of the Archbishop of Constantinople, 
that every one, man, woman, or child, should offer 
what they can. How many there are whose habit it is, 
not to give ; or who at least seem to think that they 
are only called upon to do so when they are going to 
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communicate ; as if, because they cut themselyes off 
from the highest act of worship, they must also hold 
back from the lesser ones. This is a great mistake, 
which I have often thought of speaking about. The 
Offertory is not for communicants only — if it were, 
we might wait till others have left the Church — it is 
for all, without exception, even as in the rules con- 
cerning their worship given by God Himself to His 
ancient people, the command, 'None shall appear 
before Me empty,' is repeated in three several places* 
Exod. xxiii. 15, and xxxiv. 20 ; and in Deut. xvi. 16 : 
shewing what an important part it was of the worship 
of Almighty God, and how He held it binding upon 
every single soul. 

**An offering thus made as an act of worship, is 
an expression of our thankfulness and dependence. 
The words, *A11 things come of Thee, and of Thine 
own have we given Thee,' should be in our hearts, if 
not on our lips, when we thus offer to God. 

" The poor man, offering in this spirit, accepts his 
lot as from God, with content and thankfulness, and 
has the comfort of knowing that his small offering is 
specially precious in the Lord's sight. 

*' The rich is reminded, that his substance is 
a stewardship for which he must give account, and 
of which he must set apart a portion for the Mas- 
ter's use. 

'* Children, too, may have their share of the bless- 
ing, by giving out of their little stores, though it may 
be but occasionally that they have anything to give. 
Let them not think that so little is not worth giving, 
or be afraid to streich out their hands as the bag goes 
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round. It is not the amount, but the spirit of the 
offering which God looks at, and we know that 'if 
there be first a willing mind, it is accepted, according 
to that a man hath, and not according to that he 
hath not.' 

« THE CHOIE. 

** Looking back over the last seven years, I cannot 
help making some mention of our Church Choir, for 
in truth, I seem to be able to see many and great 
benefits which have arisen from it, and I do not know 
whether, among parochial agencies for good, a hearty, 
willing, and painstaking Church Choir does not stand 
first of all. 

'* The benefits I allude to here are, however, inci- 
dental and secondary ; they ought not to be, and 
I hope are not, our^r«^ object. The true purpose and 
aim of a Church Choir, the one object of all the time 
and pains bestowed upon it, should ever be, the 
greater glory of God. This, we know, should be our 
aim in all things : but the work of a Church Choir is 
more specially directed to this end, for their office is, to 
take a leading part in the actual worship of Almighty 
God, to assist with all the skill they have, and all the 
pains they can take, in making the worship which 
we offer before the throne of our holy Creator and 
Eedeemer, as reverent, as devout, and as fitting for 
His divine Majesty, as such poor sinful creatures can 
attain to. And the more the members of the Choir 
keep this before them as their aim and object, the 
better will they fulfil the duties of their office. 

** But pray observe that I speak of their office as 
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to lead, and to assist. Let no one suppose that be- 
cause there is a Choir there is nothing for the 
congregation to do. This would be a sad mistake 
indeed, and I am thankful to, say it is one into which 
I do not think that our congregation is inclined to 
fall. There is a good deal of hearty general joining, ^ 
especially in the singing of the hymns ; I wish it was 
as general in other parts of the sernce. 

" By Joining I do not mean merely saying the words 
of the responses. Psalms, Creeds, &c., but saying 
them with the Choir, as is done in the case of the 
hymns. 

" When a hymn is being sung, people do not think 
it more devotional to say, the words over in a low 
voice to a tune of their own, or to no tune at all, but 
they join heart and voice with the Choir. Why not 
do the same in other parts of the service ? People 
seem to me to have strange prejudices in this matter, 
and I am glad to take this opportunity of trying to 
remove them. 

"There are, I think, three special advantages in 
that manner of saying the Church service which we 
try to use here : 1. It is the most natural ; 2. It 
is the most^ reverent ; 3. It is the most congre- 
gational. Let me explain what I mean by each 
of these. 

** 1. *Mo8t natural!' some will exclaim; *we ob- 
ject to it because it is so wwnatural.' There is a pro- 
verb which says that 'use is second nature,' and 
when people have long been used to hear the Prayers 
preached like a Sermon, or read like the Lessons, 
anything else may seem, at first, unnatural. 
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" But surely the practice of children is a better and 
surer evidence of what is really natural ; and observe 
how invariably a child, and especially a good and holy 
child, intones his prayers, without ever having been 
in the least degree taught to do so. Yes, as soon as 
he has joined his little hands together, and closed his 
eyes upon the world, and turned his infant thoughts 
to his Father which is in Heaven, you will observe 
that he at once drops the tone and accents of common 
life, and utters his simple prayer in a subdued and 
reverent monotone. 

*^ Or, to take another example ; let any one gather 
a class of children in a school, and make them say 
a hymn, or an answer in the Catechism ail together, 
it will be found impossible to make them speak the 
words together in time, without also speaking them 
to the same note. And I believe we should, any of 
us, find it nearly as difficult to do. A congregation 
of educated people can indeed all repeat the same 
words in a low murmur, or even out loud if they 
choose, every one after his own time and tune, but 
if they took pains to speak exactly together, and 
audibly, nature herself would almost force them to 
speak in the same tone. 

**2. It is more reverent. Have you ever hap- 
pened by any accident to occupy a room adjoining 
that which was tenanted by some man of simple and 
earnest piety, and overheard him saying his prayers, 
i.e. heard merely that he was doing so? He never 
thinks for a moment how he is saying them ; only 
perhaps he thinks it right, as some persons do, to say 
them aloud, because he finds that this is some help 
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against distraction. He does not however think of 
himself while he is praying ; he has his soul steadily 
and intently fixed in simple faith upon Jesus sitting 
on the right hand of God. Did you ever, I repeat, 
chance to overhear such a person while saying his 
prayers ? And did he not, even though he has per- 
haps never heard the word * intone,' did he not say 
them in a lowly and reverent monotone.^ Natural re- 
verence teaches us to address Almighty God, not only 
in a different posture, but also with a different voice 
from that witfi which we speak to our fellow-creatures. 

" Besides, consider this : all persons are agreed 
that the warmth and life of our worship depend in 
great measure on the heartiness and fulness of re- 
sponse: and we teach our children (because we can 
teach them) to take their part. But we have seen 
how they are sure to do it, viz., in one tone; is it 
not then more reverent to train them to do this care- 
fully and well, than in the rough, coarse monotone, 
which untrained voices are sure to fall into ? 

"3. It is more congregational. In our public 
worship we ought, as far as possible, to forget our- 
selves, and lose our own individuality in the one 
body of which we are all members ; and surely it 
would greatly tend to this, if, instead of each person 
murmuring his or her prayers in their own fashion, 
we could send up one voice; one, not only in the 
actual words themselves, but in the manner of say- 
ing them. It cannot, I think, be denied, that such 
a unison of voice would be the nearest approach to 
fulfilling the command, * that with one mind and one 
mouth* we should glorify God. 
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" Any one who has attended one of those large 
Choral gatherings now so common, must have felt 
the uplifting thrill of so many voices rising in perfect 
accord in prayer and praise; and why should not 
every Church offer in its own small, and of course less 
perfect way, such a unison of worship ? or what is 
the object of having Choral Festivals at all, if it be 
not to make people feel the help, the cheer, the com- 
fort there is in united worship, and so to promote 
its more general use ? 

" I believe, if people would only try, not once or 
twice, but steadily and perse veringly for a while, till 
the strangeness wore off, they would feel the heart- 
stirring and comfort of it, and never wish to keep 
their own solitude of prayer again. 

** However, this is a matter in which I should be 
sorry to seem to dictate to any. ' As every man is 
disposed in his heart, so let him do.' If any, from 
the force of habit, feel it uncomfortable to join with 
us, let them not put constraint upon themselves. 
Thus much only I would ask of them, to speak in 
such a low voice as not to make a jar and discord 
with the general tone, for to do so, tends neither to 
reverence nor to unanimity. 

"This long digression has carried me away from 
my proper subject, viz., a Seven Tears' Review of our 
Church Choir, to which I must now return. Though, 
by the way, I ought not to call it a Seven Tears' Ee- 
view, for it was not till Easter, 1865, when I bad 
been nearly two years here, that we got our Choir 
into proper form and place, surpliced, and in the 
Chancel ; at the same time, our Organ took the place 
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of the Harmonium, so that it was a memorable 
Easter in the annals of our Parish ; and as I said 
before, I believe it has been the source of much good, 
and I trust will long continue to be so. 

** "When first we began, people said to me, * Oh it's 
a mere chance that you have found a few boys with 
tolerable voices, but they won't last long, and you'll 
never be able to keep up the supply; Hampshire is 
not a musical county; you won't find that you can 
keep up a Choir here, as you could in Yorkshire, 
and then you'll repent of having begun it.' 

** I was not much alarmed by these and such-like 
encouraging remarks. I had made up my mind to 
try, and now, after five years' trial, I have not yet 
begun to repent ; on the contrary, I heartily rejoice 
that we made the attempt, and I think we have 
proved, that whatever may be said of Hampshire in 
general, there is quite music enough in Bowuhams 
to keep up a supply of fairly sweet and good boys' 
voices. 

** In truth, I believe the gift of music is far more 
universally difi'used than people generally suppose. 
I am incredulous of the fact when people tell me 
that in such or such a place it would be quite hope* 
less to try to get up a Choir. I believe that every- 
where, with care and pains, and early teaching, boys 
may be found, quite sufficiently gifted both with ear 
and voice, to make a sweet and effective Choir. Much 
native talent is hid, or runs to waste, for want of 
a little careful cultivation. And it is well worth 
while to bestow time and pains upon its cultivation, 
not only for the sake of the improved singing, but 
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because of the marked benefit which such cultivation 
brings to the whole character. 

" Whether it be the refining power of music itself, 
or the more frequent intercourse and closer contact 
with those above them, or the moral effect of their 
place and part in Church services, certain it is, that 
as a general rule, nothing so raises a boj's whole 
tone and bearing as admission into the Choir. Of 
course I mean, when rightly thought of; like all 
other privileges it is fraught with danger to the 
careless and unearnest ; but with those who feel that 
it is a privilege, and who try to make their general 
conduct both in and out of Church such as befits 
their place and office, the good effect is most mani- 
fest. And when it is tlie highest ambition of 
every boy in the School to gain admission into 
the Choir, it is evident how great an engine for 
good your Choir at once becomes. And such, I 
am thankful to say, I have found it, unmistake- 
ably, during the experience of many years, and in 
various places. 

''But then it requires unceasing pains, unsparing 
trouble, and great energy and patience both in the 
teacher and the learners. Nothing but constant 
painstaking practice will keep a Choir up to the 
mark. And this pains must be freely and volun- 
tarily given. 

" If the boys of a Choir are chosen out of the 
National School, it is, of course, in the power of the 
Master and Managers of the School to make them 
attend practice. But just as you may lead a horse 
to the water but you cannot make him drink, so you 
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maj assemble jour boys for practiee bat you can't 
make them sing. I mean, you cannot make them 
take pains to sing nicely, and to improve themselves ; 
this must be their own free-will offering. 

'' Still more is it so in the case of the men, whose 
time is their own ; with them, both the attendance at 
practice and the trouble of learning is a free gift, 
voluntarily offered, and is therefore all the more 
precious. 

" And here it is a pleasure to me to acknowledge 
how willingly and heartily our Choir-master and 
Choir have worked together, to make their service as 
good as may be. The annual offertory, which aver- 
ages from £8 to £10, is a pleasant token that their 
willing service is valued by the congregation. 

** Of the boys who have belonged to our Choir, 
one has been taken Home safe out of the perils 
of this world, called to join the Heavenly Choir: 
others have been launched in life in various ways. 
One is, I believe, in the London Telegraph ser- 
vice; another has a situation as groom; two more 
have been some years in domestic service ; three 
other younger ones have got good places as page- 
boys; three are learning gardening — all, I hope and 
believe, are doing well ; and at present I see no rea- 
son to fear that the supply will fail. 

** Of course there will be, and there have been, ups 
and downs ; these we must count upon. Perhaps 
the head boy, on whose voice the others have learned 
to depend as leader, unexpectedly leaves school for 
service ; or even if this does not happen, boys' voices 
have an ugly trick of growing gruff and cracky, and 
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becoming no use at ail for a time. We must be pre- 
pared for such misfortunes, and not be afraid of them. 
It is sometimes a very good thing for the younger 
ones to lose their leader and have to trust to them- 
selves; it makes them more careful, and they soon 
gain confidence, and we live in hopes of having some 
of the cracked voices come back into the Choir, some 
day, as tenors or basses. 

** I have alluded above to the Annual Offertory for 
the Choir; this I have made it a custom to have, 
generally on the first Sunday in the year, and the 
sum collected is divided among the men and boys 
in various proportions, e.g., the last collection was 
£10 28. 7d., and was divided thus: to five men 25s. 
each, to five elder Choir-boys 10s. each, to three boys 
lately admitted 5s. each,''to the organ-blower 10s., and 
the 2s. 7d. over was given to the bead boy, who has 
certain little duties and responsibilities, such as taking 
the books across for practice, putting things ready, &c, 

''When first I proposed this offertory, I explained 
that it was not to be looked on as payment, but as 
a token of good-will on the part of the congregation : 
I need not here repeat what I then said. 

**I would only further mention that the boys of 
the Choir have the advantage of their schooling free ; 
and we generally contrive a little excursion, or some 
such treat for them in the course of the summer. 
Such little privileges as these, I have found quite 
sufficient to make a place in the Choir eagerly 
sought, and highly valued; and I trust that I may 
always continue to feel the same comfort and con- 
fidence that I do now in my Church Choir. 

o 
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"THE SCHOOL. 

" The Scbool, like the Offertory, has had its regular 
Annual Eecord, and Statement of Accounts, which 
might seem to make any further mention superfluous. 
But so important a branch of Parochial work can 
hardly be passed over without notice in such a re- 
view as we are now making ; and, as in the case of 
the Offertory, I think it may be a satisfaction to 
subscribers, parents, and others interested in the 
subject, to have, in a condensed form, a summary of 
the Reports of past years. 

** The most important event in the history of tlie 
School was the change which was made at Christmas, 
1864, from a certificated Mistress with Pupil Teacher, 
to a certificated Master with an Assistant Mistress, 
and a paid Monitor to help with the little ones. 

" In making this change, we had two objects prin- 
cipally in view. Pirst, we wished to encourage the 
attendance of older children, especially boys, and in 
order to this, it seemed well to have a Master, w^ho 
would have more control over the boys, and who 
would also be competent to lead them on in some 
branches of instruction which a Mistress could not 
so well undertake. And next, we desired to combine 
the office of Organist and Choirmaster with that of 
Schoolmaster. 

" The change has worked well in many ways. 

''1. In increased attendance, fhe numbers on 
the books have risen considerably, and the amount 
received in School-pence has also much increased. 

<' 2. In the attendance of older children. Parents 



THE SCHOOL. 195 



whose circumstances make them able to afford it, 
have been glad to avail themselves of the advantage 
offered them, by continuing the School attendance of 
their children as long as possible. 

"3. In improved discipline. Some token of this 
may be seen by all, in the (generally speaking) better 
behaviour of the children in Church, though I regret 
to say there is still much room for improvement here. 

"4. In progress made. This, under the revised 
code, which came into operation the first year that 
I was here, may be fairly tested by the amount of 
the Capitation Grant. Por the year ending October 
31, 1864, we had a Government Grant £15 I7s. ; the 
next year it was not far short of double that sum, 
having risen to £28 Is, 8d. ; and there has been 
a further gradual increase to £41 12s., which was 
our last year's grant. 

" In any review of income and expenditure, we 
cannot take account of this year, as the School year 
does not close till the end of October; in the six 
years from 1863 to 1869, I find that £221 19s. has 
been received in voluntary contributions towards the 
support of the School, besides £61 48. lid. given in 
special Offertories for the same object, on the Anni- 
versaries of the Consecration of the Church, making 
a total of £283 3s. lid. charitably offered for the 
care and instruction of the little ones. 

*' The sum of the School-pence during that time 
has been £134 4s. Id. The grants from the Com- 
mittee of Council have amounted to £186 4s. 

** It has been encouraging to find that the income 
of the School has steadily increased, enabling us to 
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spend more freely for the general good^eaving out 
the odd shillings, the receipts for six years have been 
£80, £94, £95, £102, £105, and £109. 

" I ought to have mentioned, when speaking of the 
voluntary contributions, that besides the Annual Sub- 
scriptions to the general expenses of the School, a 
sum of £155 was contributed for the purpose of en- 
larging the School-house, and throwing additional 
space into the Schoolroom. 

" The kind and liberal support thus given I desire 
thankfully to acknowledge; and I pray that it may 
bring abundant blessing back upon those who, for 
love of our Lord, have thus cared for the lambs of 
His flock. 

" All those who are interested in the management 
of elementary Schools, will be very anxious to know 
how the workiug of the new Education Bill, which 
has now become law, will affect them. I have not 
yet had time or opportunity to make myself thoroughly 
acquainted with its details, but I believe it has been 
framed with the honest purpose not to molest or in- 
terfere unnecessarily with those who are carrying on 
the work of education zealously and eflSciently, and 
I have good hope that in parishes circumstanced as 
ours is, it will leave School matters much as they are 
at present, or put them in some respects on a more 
satisfactory footing. 



'* ST. JOHN'S CONVALESCENT HOME. 

" St. John's Convalescent Home can only claim a two 
years' E^view, but we must not on that account pass 
it over ; the rather as this is the month in which we 
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should naturally give a place in the Magazine to a 
Statement of Accounts, as well as to a brief notice 
of the past year. A fuller Eeport is in preparation, 
and will shortly be printed separately, for circulation 
amongst Subscribers, or any person interested in the 
subject. 

"Though the Convalescent Home has only been 
established for the last two years, we had it in con- 
templation for some time before. On looking back, 
I fiad that as early as Pebruary, 1866, we suggested 
how desirable it would be, to turn the pure and 
healthful air of this place to account, by establishing 
something of the kind in the parish. Our first idea 
was more of the nature of a Cottage Hospital, but 
on further consideration it appeared, that with the 
Southampton Infirmary within reach, a Convalescent 
Home would be of more use, where poor people might 
come to recover strength after hospital treatment, 
and where cases not suitable for the Infirmary might 
be received, and have the benefit of some weeks of 
rest and refreshment, with good nourishment and 
kind and careful medical attendance. 

** We kept this design in view, watching for a fa- 
vourable opportunity to carry it into effect. In the 
summer of 1868 the moment seemed to have arrived, 
for a suitable cottage had been built in a convenient 
situation and was waiting for a tenant, and at the 
same time a person in every way qualified to take 
charge of such an Institution was amongst us, and hap- 
pening at that time to be without regular employment, 
was thinking of leaving the parish and entering the 
service of a family where she was known and valued. 
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** On hearing of the proposed Home, and of our 
wish that she should undertake the situation as 
Matron, she gave up her intention of entering do- 
mestic service, and expressed her willingness to under- 
take the charge. Since then she has devoted herself 
wholly to the work, and to her the success which has 
attended it is mainly due. 

" Other help was not wanting. The medical su- 
pervision was most kindly undertaken gratuitously. 
Liberal contributions were offered. The rent of the 
cottage, £12 a-year, and great part of the expense 
of furnishing was undertaken by one whose help is 
never sought in vain for any good work. Other 
friends and neighbours contributed most kindly. The 
four beds were each a separate gift, and averaged 
when complete, with bedding, blankets, &c., £5 2s. 9d. 
each. Sundry pieces of furniture were also given, 
and all further necessaries required to begin with 
were provided at a cost of £23 Qs. 6d. 

**0n September 8, 1868, the House was formally 
opened, and, in a manner, dedicated to the service 
of our Lord, in His sick poor, by a short service of 
Prayer and Benediction. And now we have com- 
pleted the second year of its existence. 

** During these two years, sixty poor persons, suf- 
fering more or less severely, from * need, sickness, or 
other adversity,' have been received into the House. 
By far the larger number have decidedly and visibly 
improved in health and strength, and all have en- 
joyed a time of rest and comfort, and freedom from 
toil and care. Thirty-two patients were admitted in 
the first year, twenty-eight in the second. Of these 
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twenty-eight, fourteen have been young servant girls, 
obliged to leave their situations through ill-health ; 
in most cases not ill enough to be received into the 
Infirmary, and whose alternative would have been to 
return to their poor homes, to be a burden to their 
parents, and too probably to be confirmed in their ill- 
health, by lack of the good nourishment which, in so 
many of these cases, is the medicine most needed. 

** Besides the Matron, who has sole charge of the 
House and its inmates, there is now attached to 
the Home a trained nurse, who is qualified by six 
months' careful instruction and practice, to attend 
women in their confinements, and who is also ready, 
when not thus engaged, to nurse in their own homes 
sick persons requiring such help, in illness of any 
kind. 

**In cases of real poverty and need, her services 
are given for one week without charge, to persons 
residing in the parishes of Nursling or Kownhams. 
If a longer time of nursing should be needful, some 
payment is required, varying according to the cir- 
cumstances of each case. 

**I hope and believe that those who can afibrd it 
will be ready and glad to pay whatever is usual for 
such attendance. 

*' It is a doubtful question what arrangement is on 
the whole best as to this matter. Some, I know, 
are of opinion that it is better for various reasons 
that a certain payment should in all cases be re- 
quired. Others wish, that to the really poor the 
nursing help should be given free of all charge. 
I have tried to make such rules as seemed, on the 
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whole, most to meet the wishes of all. Time only 
can shew how they will work. 

" So far we have prospered well. Our income 
during the first year was £92 148. lid., and the ex- 
penditure £87 7s. 6d., leaving a T)alance of £5 7s. 5d. 
This last year the income has been £113 lis. 5d., 
the expenses £111 8s. 7^. leaving a balance of 
£2 2s. 9^d. only. As long as the balance is on the 
right side, we are not careful that it should be a large 
one. The expense of the Xurse's training, and her 
wages, are not included in this account, as they have 
hitherto been paid out of a separate fund, and not 
charged upon the income of the Home. It has been 
suggested to me that in future it would be better to 
throw both accounts into one, and let the Nurse 
be considered as belonging to the staff of the Con- 
valescent Home. 

"This will of course add considerably to our ex- 
penses, and I should not have ventured to agree to 
an arrangement which must draw so heavily upon the 
resources of the Home, but that with the suggestion 
there came a kind promise of increased contributions 
to meet it. 

'^In conclusion, I must remind Subscribers that, 
as the Home was opened on September 8, the year 
ends with August 31, and that subscriptions not paid 
before that day cannot be reckoned in the receipts 
of the year. 

'^ It is most convenient to receive subscriptions in 
yearly or half-yearly payments. Those which are 
made yearly are due in the month of September, the 
half-yearly in September and March. 
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" DEATHS AND BUEIALS. 

" Since I entered upon the charge of this parish, up 
to the present time, there have been sixty-six deaths. 
Sixty-six souls have passed from this trial state to 
their eternal account. Of these, twenty have been 
infants, of whom the Church declares, that ' dying 
before they commit actual sin, they are undoubtedly 
saved.* Por such, we can only feel thankful to our 
Lord that it has pleased Him to gather them as 
lambs with His arm, and to call them to His heavenly 
fold, before one spot of sin had defiled the robes 
which He had washed and made white in His own 
Blood. 

'* Of those who have died in full age, or after hav- 
ing come to years of discretion, some, yes, many, we 
trust, are at rest; not indeed in the full fruition 
which shall be theirs hereafter, but waiting in sure 
and longing expectation ; and, it may be, by that very 
waiting and longing, and hope deferred, being puri- 
fied, and fitted more and more for the awful presence 
of the Most Holy. 

** Of others, we hardly know how to speak. We 
know that there are souls, whose intermediate state, 
between death and judgment, is a waiting in hope- 
less anguish and sorrow, having already an earnest 
of the fearful sentence of that day. 

" May Gt)d grant that none of those whose bodies 
now sleep in the dust of the earth in our Churchyard 
may awake to shame and everlasting contempt. 

**A11 were laid to rest with the same words of 
hope. Over the grave of each we have prayed, * that 



202 DEATHS AND BUSIALS. 

' ■ 1 

we may rest in Hiqa, as our hope is this our brother 
(or our sister) doth/ * Higher than this,* to use the 
words of another, * we dare not go, even in the case 
of those who may appear to us and to all to have 
led a most saintly life ; and lower than this, that is, 
to the exclusion of all hope, still less, if possible, may 
we venture, knowing our Lord's Almightiness, and 
how He can act on the spirit of man, if it so please 
Him, in a moment of time/ 

**But it is of the due and Christian care of the 
bodies of our departed brethren, that I wish now more 
particularly to speak. Our Christian faith in the re- 
surrection of the body, and in the sanctification not 
only of our souls, but of our bodies also, through 
their union with the sacred and glorified body of our 
Lord and God, Jesus Christ, leads of necessity to a re- 
verent care, as well in death as in life, of the bodies 
which have been thus honoured ; and so from the ear- 
liest times it has been the custom with Christians to 
set apart and consecrate to this purpose certain pieces 
of ground, wherein the bodies of the departed are 
deposited (as precious seed sown in a garden-bed) to 
await the spring-time of the Eesurrection ; and in 
proportion to the faith and love of the living will be 
the care bestowed upon these resting-places. 

"Tou may remember that not very long ago I 
made mention of this subject in a paper of our Maga- 
zine*; the hints there given have, I am happy to 
say, been very generally acted upon, and a great and 
manifest improvement in the state of our Churchyard 

' See Chap. X. 
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generally, and of individual graves in particular, has 
been the result. 

'*I think I need not do more in this Eeview than 
recall the subject to your minds, expressing at the 
same time my hope that all those who have laid a dear 
one to rest in our Churchyard, and have thus become 
as it were proprietors of a little bed in that precious 
garden, will remember that I look to them for the 
loving care of that particular spot. 

" There are a few points connected with the sub- 
ject of our funerals, which I will take this opportu- 
nity of making more generally known than I believe 
they are. 

"1. On occasion of the death of a parishioner, 
notice must be given to the Sexton, Mr. H. Piford, 
to toll the passing-bell. The bell will also be tolled 
at eight o'clock on the morning of the funeral. 

*' 2. "Whenever the friends of one who is to be 
buried here wish to have a hymn sung at the 
grave, or the Psalms chanted in the funeral service, 
the choir will attend for that purpose, and the ser- 
vice will be conducted just as is wished. I mean, 
a hymn may be sung without chanting the Psalms, 
or the Psalms may be chanted without singing a 
hymn, as is preferred by the mourners. If no special 
request is made, the service will be simply said by 
the Priest, without any singing. 

'^ 3. A handsome violet pall has been provided for 
the use of the parish, which can always be had by 
applying to Mrs. Carnell. No charge is made for 
the use of it. There is also a child's pall of white 
and violet, for which application must be made to 
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Mrs. Wilson. It is requested that when lent for 
a funeral it may always be returned to Femyhurst. 

" 4. Eight white dresses for pall-bearers are also 
kept at Ferny hurst, and are freely lent to parish- 
ioners in case of the funeral of a child or young 
maiden, on condition tbat they are washed after use, 
and returned clean. 

** 5, I must remind you that no one has a right to 
erect a tombstone in any churchyard without permis- 
sion from the Incumbent, and that when such per- 
mission is asked, I make it a rule to require that the 
design for the stone, as well as the proposed inscrip- 
tion, should be submitted to me before it is executed. 

"These few rules, if attended to, will, I think, 
promote that decency and order which St. Paul urges 
upon Christians in all things connected with the 
public oflSces of the Church ; and together with the 
reverent care bestowed upon our Churchyard, will 
witness to the world around, our faith, not only as 
individuals, but as a parish, in the Communion of 
Saints, the Eesurrection of the body, and the Life 
everlasting. 

*' OUE PAEISH MAGAZINE. 

**This Eeview of our Parish history for the last 
seven years draws to its end. I have, in these papers, 
touched in succession on the following subjects : — 
our Baptisms, our Confirmations, our Communions, 
our Offertory, our Choir, our School, our Convales- 
cent Home, our Departed and their Burials; and 
now, before I close the series, I must give a short 
notice to a lesser matter, but one which has been. 
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I believe, a not inefficient parochial agency, I mean 
our Parish Magazine. 

** I had two objects in view when I started it ; the 
first, was to supply useful and interesting reading in 
a periodical of sound and trustworthy principles ; the 
other, to provide a means of calling your attention 
month by month to any matter which seemed to me 
likely to be of interest to you in the parish, particu- 
larly as regards the ordering of the Church and her 
Services. 

" There have been changes from, and additions to, 
the order of things which I found when I came here ; 
indeed, there are few parishes throughout the land 
(where there is any life and earnestness), in which 
there have not been some changes during the last 
seven years. It has certainly been so with almost 
all those round about us here. 

" Now, dislike of change, and a desire to keep to 
old and accustomed ways, is a feature of the English 
character, and a good and valuable feature when not 
carried too far; and therefore I have felt it to be 
only right and considerate to give notice of any 
change beforehand, and to explain fully my reasons 
for it, before I invited your co-operation. Our Pa- 
rish Magazine has answered this purpose; and in 
some cases I have had reason to know that the ex- 
planations thus given have satisfied those who at 
first were disposed to doubt the desirableness of what 
was done. It has also given opportunity for en- 
quiries and criticisms, which, perhaps, would not 
otherwise have reached me. I wish it had been more 
freely used in this way ; I hoped that it would have 
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been; I am much obliged to those who have made 
this use of it; it has always been done in a kind 
and candid spirit, and I have never had reason to 
complain either of the criticisms themselves, or of 
the way in which they have been expressed. 

"And now, with this short review of its seven 
years' life, I must give you notice that I propose 
to bring our Magazine papers to an end. Hence- 
forward the Magazine will be supplied at one penny 
a number, instead of twopence. It will have its out- 
side cover and title ; and Parish Registers, Notices 
of Services, Ac, will be regularly printed in the first 
page. I may, perhaps, occasionally make it of use 
in the old way, when there is something I want to 
say publicly to my parishioners, but as a general rule 
the outside cover will (with the exception of the 
Registers and Notices) be a blank. 

" Unless notice is given to the contrary, the Maga- 
zine will be supplied for the coming year in this, its 
new form, to the subscribers who now take it in. 

*'And so, earnestly trusting that every year we 
are permitted to spend together we may understand 
each other better, and may each and all be drawn 
nearer to our Lord, and in Him to each other, I wish 
you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Tear, 
and remain, 

" Your faithful and affectionate Friend and Pastor, 

" R. P. Wilson." 
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